Ferndown First School

Where every child matters

FERNDOWN FIRST SCHOOL

owWhere every chil d mat:i

LOCAL AREA AND SCHOOL INFORMATION

Ferndown First School is situated in the town of Ferndown, some eight miles north of
Bournemouth and is, as such, on the northern edge of the Poole/Bournemouth conurbation. To
the north is open heath land. Since September 2008 we have been a two form entry school with
an admission number of 60. There are currently 309 pupils on roll. We work hard to provide the
children at our school with the high quality of education and care they deserve.

The school was built as an open-plan middle school
in 1968 and the first school moved in to our
extensive premises duringt he | ate 198§
a well resourced ICT suite, Library, Life Skills Room !
and Art Gallery to further improve the quality of the |5

learning environment our children get.

Ofsted visited us in May 2016 and verified, during
their short inspection, that our pupils are eager to
|l earn, parents are hugel
wor k, pupil so behaviour
learning are exemplary and that the leadership team
has maintained the good quality of education in the
school since the previous inspection. We were
delighted with their findings.

Staff consist of 12 full time teachers and 5 part-time teachers who are supported by 1 Higher
Level Teaching Assistant and 15 Teaching Assistants. The school has 3 administrative staff.
There are numerous extra-curricular activities offered before and after school, that are well
supported by staff, pupils and parents.



CHI LDRENGS CENTRE
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"I’ ¢ TheFerndown Childreno6s Cent

in partnership with Dorset County Council. They
provide activities, support, advice and guidance for
all families in the local area with children under 5
years old.

The centre can be contacted on telephone
number: 01202 890476

VALUES

At Ferndown First School we believe that we have a responsibility to develop individuals that are
ready to become successful young adults ready to make positive contributions to society. We
have developed a set of ethos values that we hope will contribute to our positive school ethos
and underpin the expectations of the staff, parents and children in how we become positive role
models to each other.

Our CARE values are:
Community Aspiration Respect Excellence (CARE)

Although these values cannot be taught we can show children what they look like in practice and
we can model these values as adults to the children in all aspects of school life. We will be

devel oping the childrends understanding of the
To complement our CARE values we have developed a set of LEARN values. Our new LEARN
values are designed to promote | earning behavi

to become successful and independent learners.
Our LEARN values are:

Listen, Eager and enthu  siastic, Ask questions, Resourceful and reflective, Never give up!

BRITISH VALUES

At Ferndown First School we uphold and promotes the British Values of

1 Democracy

1 The rule of law

T Individual liberty

1 Mutual respect and tolerance

We actively promote these values through our ethos values, our whole school behaviour policy,
school council and pupil voice as well as links to curriculum subjects. Further information can be
found in our British Values Policy and our Curriculum Policy.



USEFUL INFORMATION

ADMISSIONS

A dhild is of compulsory school age at the
start of the school term following their 5th
birthday. Parents have a legal duty to ensure
their children receive suitable education,
either by regular attendance at school or
otherwise (this includes home education).

You will need to complete an application
form to apply for a school place i itis not ‘ - A :
enough just to register your childos details

Further information can be obtained from www.dorsetforyou.com/schooladmissions or from the
school office.

Our school is a local community school and priority is given to children who live in our area.
Some parents from outside our area choose our school because they feel it best suits the needs
of their child. If this is you, then please contact the school office about the proced ures for
admitting your child.

The first year in school is a very special time and we try to make sure that there are lots of
opportunities for you to meet with staff to discuss progress.

ATTENDANCE/ABSENCES

There is a direct link between good attainment and good attendance.

Your chil doés education i s extremel
recognised in the fact that it is the law that you send your child
to school. If children do not attend school regularly they will
not be able to keep up with school work. Being on time is also
vital. Arriving at school late can be very disruptive for your child
and their learning.

Absences from sdool are taken very seriously. The Headteacher
needs to be confident that reasons provided for absences are
legitimate. If there is any uncertainty the absence will not be
authorised.

If your child is regularly late or absent, we will work with you to
address your childds attendandgda



http://www.dorsetforyou.com/schooladmissions

TERM TIME LEAVE OF ABSENCE

From September 2013, changes to the law removed references to family holiday and extended
leave. The amendments make clear that Headteachers may not grant any leave of absence
during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances.

ARRIVING LATE FOR SCHOOL

The school gate closes just before 8.40am. If the gate is shut your child is late for school.
Parents should bring their children into school through the main entrance and ensure they are
signed in at the school office.

FIRST DAY CALLING

We ask that parents notify the school by 9.30am on the first morning of any absence, if their
child will not be attending school. The school will mak e contact with families where a child has
failed to turn up to school and we have not been notified.

CONTACT INFORMATION

When you complete an admission form for your child we ask you to supply names and telephone
numbers of at least 2 people we can contact during the day in case of illness, injury, early
closure of school due to bad weather etc. Please ensure you notify the school office of any
changes to these numbers. A response will be required within two hours.

SCHOOL CLOSURE

In certain circumstances, such as extreme weather, school closure is unavoidable, for example
where there would not be enough staff on the scho ol site to ensure pupil safety. The school will
do everything possible to remain open and we will continue to keep you informed of any

decisions on the school website or via ParentMail.

Emergency closures will be announced on Heart FM, Wave 105, Fire FM o BBC Radio Solent.
Please listen out for announcements from 7.30am onwards. Alternatively you can access closure
information on http://mapping.dorsetforyou.com/closedservices . Please avoid ringing
the school office, if at all possible.

SCOOTERS AND BIKES

I f at al |l f ermesndedthatypur ¢hitd valks, rcyclesmmscoots to school. Not only
does it help to keep your child heaWdunggalbut it
parents to ensure their childds scooters or bi

during the day. We would also encourage you to ensure that they are marked in some
permanent way with your postcode or other means of identificatio n. Bikes and scooters are left
at the ownerodos risk.



&< Parent

We are always looking for ways we can improve our communication with parents. We currently
use ParentMail, a service used by over 6,000
communicate with parents. We use ParentMail to e mail our weekly newsletters, send letters
home about events and meetings, to provide an online booking system for school events and

al so for Par aMeseddstexttnessagesnogdvise of school closure due to bad
weather and to remind parents of events happening in school. Parents canalso use the service

to notify the school if their child is absent .

— Parent Pay is a service provided by ParentMail ar enables the school to
‘@’ collect parent contributions online for school trips and other activities.

Parent Pai Further details regarding all of the ParentMail services will be sent to you
once your child is on roll.

MEDICAL INFORMATION

It is normal for young children to contract common childhood infectious conditions. If your child
does have an illness such as chickenpox, impetigo, measles, mumps, german measles or any
other infectious condition please contact the school immediately.

DISEASE EXCLUSION PERIOD
Chickenpox 5 days from onset of rash.
Conjunctivitis None.

Diarrhoea and vomiting

Until free of symptoms for at least 48 hours.
A longer period of exclusion may be
appropriate for children under age 5 and older
children unable to maintain good personal
hygiene.

Hand, foot and mouth disease

None.

Hepatitis A 5 days from onset of jaundice.

Impetigo Until lesions are crusted or healed.

Measles 5 days from onset of rash.

Mumps 5 days from onset of swollen glands.
Ringworm None 1 Proper treatment by the GP is

important. Scalp ringworm needs treatment
with an oral antifungal.

Rubella (German measles)

5 days from onset of rash.

Scabies

Until treated.

Scarlet fever

5 days from commencing antibiotics.

Threadworms

None.

Whooping cough (pertussis)

5 days from commencing antibiotics.




EIRST AID/MEDICINES

If your child is injured during the day he/she will be treated by one of our first aiders and a slip
will be sent home detailing the type of injury and treatment given. On occasions, the school will
telephone you to discuss any accident which we may feel needs further attention, or explanation.
If your child bumps their head we will telephone to advise you. If our First Aider feels that your
child needs to be monitored we will ask you to come and collect them.

Medicines should not be sent into school unless they are to be taken on a regular basis eg
inhalers for asthma, or if a Doctor has prescribed medication which needs to be taken 4 times

daily. Please bring any medicine to the school office where you will be asked to complete an
authorisation form.

HEALTHY EATING

Ferndown First School is a Healthy School. We believe it is
important to promote health and well-being and we have asked the
children what we could do to be even healthier. In line with their
comments and as stipulated in our School Food Policy, we restrict
mid-morning and afternoon snacks to the following foods:

1 Fresh fruit
1 A portion of vegetables
1 A portion of seeds/raisins/dried fruit
(no nuts please or nut based foods due to some
children having severe nut allergies)
1 Aplain biscuit (eg Rich Tea)

| ——

No other alternatives will be permitted at mid-morning or afternoon
play. All healthy snacks should be placed in a named plastic container. Please do not send in
wrapped shacks. We need to reduce the amount of packaging waste and litter in the school
grounds.

Our school is part of The Government Fruit and Vegetable Scheme. This means that the children
at Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2) are provided with a free piece of fruit or
vegetable every day for their mid-morning snack. Further information, advice and guidance can
be found at: www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk.

Milk is provided free of charge for all children under 5 by Cool Milk. From January 2015 children
who are entitled to free school meals, (and the school claims a Pupil Premium for them) are
entitled to receive free milk daily regardless of their age. Please register on the following website
www.coolmilk.com

WATER BOTTLES

Children are encouraged to drink water whilst in school and can refill their water bottles
throughout the day. Please therefore ensure your child has a named water bottle in school every
day. This should preferably be a sports style non-drip bottle.


http://www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk/

Some parents generously offer to provide sweet:
is their birthday or  other special occasion. In line with our Healthy Food and

Nutritional Standards Policy , we will no longer be able to distribute confectionary of

any kind, to children at school. We appreciate your understanding and co -operation

in this matter

MONEY/PREC IOUS ITEMS

Please do not send your child into school with money. On the occasions we ask you for
contributions towards school trips or charity donations we ask for the payment to be made online
through ParentMail. If parents do not have internet access any money needs to be sent into
schoolinanenvelopenot ed wi t h y o wlassant redsah éoisthe payment,

Any money sent into school should be placedinthe bl ue post boxes 1in.yol

There is also a post box in the reception area of the office by the photocopier. This procedure
reduces the amount of money handling withi n the school in line with audit requirements.

MOBILE PHONES

It is school policy that children are not permitted to bring mobile phones into school.

Staff mobile phones are locked away during the school day. Any visitors to school, including
parents, should not use their phones or cameras whilst on the premises.

LOST PROPERTY

Lost property can be collected from the designated area in school. Please check there first if
your child loses an item of clothing. Returning lost items is always easier when they are named.

SCHOOL VISITS

We go out of school quite often to h elp the children with their learning in school. We like to take
the children on short visits to local places of interest within walking distance. There a re trips to
Ferndown Library, the shopping centre, the swimming pool at Ferndown Leisure Centre as well
as to our local Church and Fire Station. When your child starts school we ask you to sign a
parental permission form authorising us to take your child on these short local visits . If we take
your child on a longer trip we will send you a separate letter via ParentMail giving further details
and asking for your permission. Before any school trip takes place staff carry out the necessary
risk assessments.

PARENTS AS PARTNERS

We welcome all parents into school and are especially grateful to any of you who can spare time
each week to work alongside groups of children. Should you wish to come into school on a
regular basis we ask you to complete a form which we forward to the Disclosure and Barring
Servicerequesting your clearance.



We also have a very active PTA who organise events for both children and families. They also
have a monthly meeting in school to which all parents are invited.

CHILD PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARDING

Our first priority is your childbés welfare and
about your child means that we have to consult other agencies before we contact you.

The Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Area Child Protection Committee has determined the
procedures we follow. If you want to know more about these procedures then please speak to

the Headteacher. The Designated Child Protection and Safeguarding Lead for this school is Mrs

Jo Di-Pede, Headteacher.

LINK BOOK

Our Home School Link Book contains useful information about school. There are spaces where
you can record your child's reading and there are spaces for parents to send messages to your
child's teacher. The Link Book should be kept safe at all times as it is an important link between
school and home. Children will need their Link Book to use the School Library and will not be able
to take any books out of the School Library without it. Link Books must be in school every day.

HOME LEARNING

At Ferndown First School we want home learning to make a
positive contribution t o bot h
enthusiasm for learning as well as contributing to children
. achieving national expectations for their age.

OUR HOME LEARNING PRINCIPLES

*To encourage talk and develop ch
world around them.

* To extend and reinforce learning through consolidation and

revision.

* To promote parental understanding and develop the link

between home and school.

* To be a valuable and rewarding activity for children and parents

* To encourage pupils to develop the confidence and self-discipline

they need to study on their own.

We expect children to be reading every day with an adult at home.

This is our minimum expectation for home learning. Additional suggestions for home learning to
support key skills in Maths and spelling can b
their year group.

To supplemernt these key skills, the children will also have a menu of homework activities linked
to their current curriculum topic. The home learning menus will accompany the topic overviews
and further guidance will be provided to parents so that you can support your child to select
activities to ensure breadth of learning.



Whilst there are currently no legal guidelines about homework, our expectations for home
learning are detailed in the table below. Home learning is to be encouraged however cannot be

compulsory.
Year Group School g Reading Key Skills Topic Based
Guidance (Daily) Maths & Spelling Activities
Reception 1 Hour 10-15 minutes Suggestions to help [ Two activities
Year1l & 2 per week daily reading parents provide chosen each
Year 3 & 4 1% hours 20 minutes suitable home week from your
per week daily reading learning can be chil doés
found i n t[ Home Learning
link book. Menu.

The home learning we set at Ferndown First School is age appropriate and in line with our First
School ethos. We want home learning to be part of a broad range of other out of school
activities. We hope the children join other clubs, which develop their in terests too. The children
will be adequately and carefully prepared for any additional homework demands of Middle
School, when they start Middle School in Year 5.

REPORTING TO PARENTS

Your

plogrdsgrépart is sent home every March. It contains a photograph alongside a

personal comment from their teacher which is a summary of what we know about your child.
This can include information about

attitude to their

= =4 —a -9

learning

particular strengths and areas for development

contributions made to the class and school
behaviour and their social development

There follows a separate section containing information about their attainment and progress in

reading, writing and m

I Attainment
this time.

athematics.

: This is the standard of academic attainment

your child is achieving at

1 Progress : This is the extent to which pupils have progressed in their learning from their
starting point at the beginning of the school year.

Meeting the National Standard

Included in each report is a specific statement about whether your child is on track or not to
achieve the expected national standard at the end of the year .

End of Year Summary

Pl ease not

e that

your chi

doés achi

provided in the End of Year Summary report which is sent home in July.

evements i

n



| F YOU HAVE A CONCERN OR A QUERY REGARDI
EDUCATION

I f you are concerned about your <childdéds educat
T Your chil dés c¢class teacher is the person yo
1 If you do not feel the issue has been resolved, speak to the Phase leader who will try to

deal with your concerns.

1 If you are still not satisfied then you should ask to make an appointment with the
Headteacher.

1 After speaking with the Headteacher and if still unhappy, then you should write to the
Chair of Governors giving all the relevant facts in your letter. The Chair of Governors will
then follow the schpaeédiras. f or mal compl ai nt s

1 If you are unhappy with the way in which the procedure has been followed you have the
right to make written representations to the Department for Education. Please see the
DfE website - www.education.gov.uk/schoolcomplaints.

UNIFORM

What we do at school is important and, to show this, we all come to school smartly. All our
children wear school uniform. The uniform is designed to suit all the work and play activities
carried out at school. Our uniform list is included for your infor mation. Please remember to put
your c¢childbés name on all items of clothing.

GIRLS

Grey skirt/pinafore/tailored trousers
Yellow polo shirt

Navy blue sweatshirt with school logo
Navy blue cardigan with school logo

R A

saSiel 1 J1 [

Ui,
A

50 W SN

ui Yellow and white summer dress
! ! Navy, grey or black tights
i Black shoes
Ralle
;X
BOYS

Grey trousers/shorts

Yellow polo shirt

Navy blue sweatshirt with school logo
Black shoes




The school sweatshirt, cardigan, fleece with logo, and P.E kit can be purchased from The School
Shop, along with Book Bags and P.E. Bags. The shop is located at139 Station Road, West Moors
BH22 OHP, 01202 893040. The yellow polo shirts can be bought from Sainsburys Ltd only. No
other shade of yellow is acceptable.

SCHOOL FLEECES

Fleeces are designed only to be worn to and from school
and during playtimes and lunchtimes. We ask pupils to
wear their school jumpers if they are cold during the course
of the day.

PE KIT

For PE your child will need navy blue shorts and a white crew neck T shi
plimsolls or trainers will be required. During cold weather your child ma i ] :
outdoor PE Y o u rPE kitlshHoulddbé ksept in a named bag and be kept in school at aII tlmes

SHOES

Please ensure that your child does not wear canvas shoes or opentoed sandals to school as they
do not give sufficient protection to feet. Please buy your child shoes with Velcro fastenings
unless they can tie their own shoe laces. Trainers are not acceptable as all day footwear.

HAIR

In line with the policy at both Ferndown Middle
School and Ferndown Upper School, we believe that
extreme hair styles and markings do not support the
ethos of the school and ask parents not to allow
fashion styles during term time.

We ask that children with long hair past shoulder
length always wear their hair tied up, o n the grounds
of safety and hygiene. Any combination of navy,
white or school logo colours are acceptable for hair
bands. No other colours are acceptable.




JEWELLERY/ EARRINGS

Children will not be allowed to wear jewellery during PE lessons or any
out of hours sports club. Any jewellery will need to be removed before
the lesson or activity by the child. Any child who cannot remove their
own jewellery will not be permitted to take part in the lesson or activity.
If this is the case a letter will be se nt to the parent informing them of
this decision.

Exceptions to this will be made if a child has had their ears pierced
within the last 6 weeks and are unable to remove their earring(s). If
this is the case a letter will be r equired giving the date th e earrings can
be removed.

Parents/guardians will also need to provide micropore tape to cover the
earrings during PE lessons and out of hours activities. If this is not done
the child will not be permitted to take part.

NAIL VARNISH

Nail varnish is not part of the school uniform and should not be worn to school .

HEADLICE

Headlice are not considered a serious problem in the United Kingdom, though they are a cause
of anxiety amongst the parents of children affected. If you discover lice or their eg gs, wet your

childés hair, cover in a thick conditioner, | e,
a fine-toothed comb. Alternatively you can visit your local Pharmacist who will advise on
recommended treatments. We ask that you check yourchi | dés hair on a regu

SOCIAL MEDIA AND OUR SCHOOL

P The use of Facebook is a creative development in our methods for communicating
with families and the public. You are invited to join our Facebook page through our
website so you can get up to date information about events and activities taking
place in school. We are excited about sharing our news with families and the
community in this way because we are proud of our children and proud of our

provision.

Pl ease remember that our school s Facebook pag
about Ferndown First School and various security settings are in place to ensure this. Any

comments about our school shared on social media and in the public domain, should be written

in the spirit of our school CARE values. Our Facebook page is not there for open public debate

about any school matters. There are far more appropriate ways for parents to raise any

guestions or concerns. Comments of this nature will be deleted.

Keep up to date with all the latest news! You Watch us on

Followus on €8 YOUTUbe

www.twitter.com/ferndown first



http://www.twitter.com/ferndown

DAY TO DAY ROUTINES

BREAKFAST CLUB

Our new Breakfast Club opened in March 2017 and is proving to be very
popular offering the following:

1 Open from Monday to Friday from 7.50am i 8.25am at a cost of £2 per pupil, per day.
Reduced rates will be available for pupils eligible for pupil premium.

1 Open for all children who attend Ferndown First School and supervised by school staff.
1 Arange of refreshments are provided for parents to pre- select for their child ren.
1 Arange of activities and resources available to the children, to promote a positive start to
the day and to support children with their reading.
1 Breakfast Club ends at 8.25am and children go straight to their class for morning register.
1 Parents are required to pay fees in advance on a monthly basis via ParentMail.
1 Places are limited and will be allocated on a first come first served basis.
1T 28 days written notice would be required to

START OF THE DAY

Our gates open at 8.25am every morning. The doors into school will also be open at 8.25 am f or
children to start making their way in. Children should be in school ready for registration at

8.40am. In bad weather our car park can become congested and we advise that you arrive
earlier to avoid this congestion. Please note that there is no drop -off facility at our school i
parents must escort their children across the car park at all times.

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

Daily acts of Collective Worship at our school
seek to maintain the unity of the school and
celebrate the positive aspects and values of
school life. We encourage children to think
about the things they value and are grateful
for, their concerns, the community they live in
and the wider world. Daily collective worship
must be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian
character. The precise nature will depend on
the family background, ages and abilities of the
pupils. You have the right to withdraw your
child from collective worship.

Pl ease speak to your -Pedeifyoudwosld likedfuatleehirdormation onthe s Dii
content of our assemblies.

PLAYTIME

Morning playtime is 10.30 i 10.45 am. There are a lot of activities available for the children at

playtime. There is a games enclosure where children can skip or play sports such as basketball
and 5 a side football. There are markings on the playground for hopscotch and snakes and
ladders and a playtrail where children can climb and swing. There are areas where children can
sit and talk to their friends, read a book or play a board game . Children can also sit and enjoy
t he school 6s b e algarder which isealsorused fomedueatianad purposes.



LUNCHTIME

Children in Reception and Year 1 have their lunch break between 11.45 am and 12.45 pm.
Children in Year 2 and Key Stage 2 have their break between 12.15 pm and 1.15 pm. We have a
large and experienced team of Lunchtime Supervisors who will look after your child during this
time.

Children have a choice of what they eat at lunchtime. You can either provide a healthy packed
lunch in a named lunchbox or you can order a hot meal. If you are providing a healthy, packed
lunch for your child, we request that no nuts or nut -based foods are sent into school as we have
several children with severe nut allergies. We also request that parents are mindful of the sugar
content of their chil d 6 s | u Rizzyhdy ervergy based drinks are inappropriate and are not
permitted.

Chartwells, who trade as@c hool s Cr eat i weur Kot dcloodl eneals. Chpartwellsiisd
the leading provider of contract catering and support services to the education sector in the UK.
The cost per meal for chil dr en iyrorfe&shodl veals is s
£2.25 per day. All meals need to be ordered online and paid for a week in advance. Further
information and menus can be obtained from the school office.

3



UNIVERSAL INFANT FREE SCHOOL MEALS AND PUPIL PREMIUM

From September 2014 the new nationwide scheme
introduced. This means that all children attending school in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are
entitled to a meal at lunchtime, regardless of income or eligibility for benefits. These meals are
provided free of charge.

In addition, for families on lower income, we can also claim Pupil Premium Funding . For every
pupi | eligible, the school receives additional
learning. Currently the school will receive £1,320 for every primary-aged pupil registered as

eligible during the last 6 years.

How does my chi Id get their pupil premium grant?

The money is paid to the school and we decide how to spend the money to ensure the greatest
impact for your child.

My child is in Reception or Key Stage 1 and already gets a free school meal so do |
need to bother?

Il toés stildl i mportant that you apply because of
premium grant for your child so we can support their learning and give them the best possible
start in education. It i s yYdumwacshiel ddd entitl

How do | apply?

Apply online at www.dorsetforyou.com or phone 01305 221000 in complete confidence. The
registration process is quick and easy. You need your national insurance number to hand. You
will find out straight away if you are eli gible. If you need access to a computer we can provide
this in school.



