
Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  
YEAR 1 – WHERE DO AND WHERE DID THE WHEELS ON 

THE BUS GO? (6 WEEKS) 
                         Learning Challenge Questions  

Where do we live and 
what’s special about it? 

How far have you 
travelled around 

the 
 United Kingdom? 

How many different 
ways could you 

travel around our 
country? 

Has it always been 
easy to travel 
around our 

country? 

How have cars, buses, 
trains and bicycles 
changed since your 

grandparent were little? 

Can you design 
and make a 

vehicle that can 
move? 

Reflection: What 
do you know 
about your 

country? 

 
 

National Curriculum  
Using the core text, ‘The Naughty Bus’ by Jan Oke, children will rehearse the 
skills of writing accurate and meaningful sentences linked to the story.  
Children will create a timeline of events that happen in the story and plan and 
write a new adventure for the Naughty Bus to go on.   Children will write their 
new story using accurate and meaningful sentences with time adverbials and 
feeling words. To ensure accuracy in their writing, children will ask themselves 
the question ‘Does my writing make sense?’ They will then proof read, edit 
and improve each sentence.  
 

Following their trip to Hengistbury Head, children will write a recount of their 
visit. Children will also write simple information texts on different means of 
transport. Handwriting will focus on general presentation and the needs of 
individual children.  
 

As designers, children will answer the question ‘How can we make our 
picture move?’ Children will learn to add sliding, pop up and spinning 
mechanisms to their pictures.  
 

As geographers, children will use maps, atlases and globes to identify the 
United Kingdom and its countries.  
 

As historians, children will consider how transport has changed over time. 
Using photographs, children will identify which vehicles are from the past and 
explain their reasons.  

Music PE PSHE RE ICT 

Class Choir 
Children will learn to sing songs with 
greater accuracy, sing simple partner 

songs and songs in rounds. Children will 
play a simple 3-note ostinato (short 
pattern of notes which is repeated). 

Net and wall.  
Team 

building. 
Athletics  

Changing Me 
Children will consider life cycles of humans and 

animals and how their bodies have changed since 
they were a baby. Children will learn about how 

boys and girls are different and the correct names 
for body parts that make boys and girls different.  

Judaism: Chanukah 
Key Question: Does 

celebrating Chanukah 
make Jewish children 

feel close to God? 

iProgram 
Creating and 

following algorithms. 
Programming 

physical and virtual 
toys. 



Home Learning 
Where do and where did the wheels on the bus go?  

 
Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. It should also support you to practise the skills which you need to improve and 
develop your understanding of the topics you are learning about in school. We want you to love learning and we look forward to seeing 

how you tackle some of these tasks. 
 

 
Remembering Understanding Applying Analysing/Evaluation Creating 

Verbal 

I enjoy reading, 
writing & speaking 

 
Retell the story of the 

Naughty Bus using cars 
and toy vehicles. 

 
Can you retell a 

favourite journey 
you have been on? 

 
Write a letter to your 

new teacher in 
 Year 2 to tell them 
all about yourself. 

 
Can you write a story about a different adventure 

the Naughty Bus went on? 

Mathematical 

I enjoy working with 
numbers & science 

 
Practice counting in 5s 

to 60 forwards and 
backwards. 

 

 
Answer questions 

using 5 x table facts, 
eg if I counted in 5s 

from 0, 6 times, 
which number would 

I be on? 

 
Practise counting 

forwards and 
backwards to and 

from 100. 

Use counters to 
investigate halving 
numbers up to 20.  

What do you notice?  Is 
it always possible?  

What is the same and 
what is different? 

 
Create pictures to show 
doubles and halves of 

number to 20, eg dots on 
lady bird wings. 

Visual 

I enjoy painting, 
drawing & 
visualising 

 
Paint/draw a picture of 
your favourite way to 

travel. 

 
Can you paint or 
draw a picture of 

one of your favourite 
journeys? 

 
Can you draw a 

picture of your bike 
wheels? 

 
Draw or paint a picture of what you think the world 

looks like. Compare your drawing to a map. How 
similar is your drawing? 

Kinaesthetic 

I enjoy doing hands-
on activities 

 
How many different 
cars can you see on 
your journey home? 

 
Make a car or a bus 

out of Lego. 

 
With an adult, make 

a moving picture 
with a flap or a 

sliding part. 

 
Can you make prints with different tyres from toy 

cars, bikes and scooters? 
 

Musical and Dance 

I enjoy making and 
listening to music 

Follow the link below and listen to the song ‘The Wheels on the Bus’. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/earlylearning/nurserysongs/U-Z/wheels_on_the_bus 

 
Enjoy singing the song. Can you make up any of your own lyrics? Can you sing a song about a train, plane or car? 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/earlylearning/nurserysongs/U-Z/wheels_on_the_bus

