
Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  
YEAR 2 – WHAT WERE THE PEOPLE LIKE WHO 

LIVED IN OUR TOWN 100 YEARS AGO? (6 WEEKS) 
                          Learning Challenge Questions   

What can 
your 

Grandparents 
tell you? 

What can we learn 
about the past by 

looking at 
photographs and 

artefacts? 

What would it 
have been like to 

have gone to 
school 100 years 

ago? 

What do you 
think you would 
have been doing 
on Saturdays and 

Sundays 100 
years ago? 

Can you create a 
game that you 

may have played 
100 years ago? 

Are there any 
famous pieces of 
music that were 
played or sung 
100 years ago? 

Reflection:  
Children to create 
a presentation ‘A 
day in my life 100 

years ago’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

National Curriculum  
Using the core text ‘The Owl and the Pussy-cat’ by Edward 
Lear, children will consider the characters’ feelings as they 
journey over the sea towards the island. Children will 
respond to messages in a bottle, make maps of the island 
and plot the journey the characters took on the island. To 
conclude, the children will write their own extended version 
of the story and write a non-fiction text about Edward Lear.  
 
As historians, children will begin their learning by walking 
around the local area to see what buildings would have been 

in Ferndown 100 year ago. Children will make comparisons between school life 
now and school life in the past and answer the question ‘Who was on the throne 
in 1918?’ 
 
As designers, children will work towards answering the question ‘How will we 
float our boat?’ They will consider what materials are needed to make different 
parts of a boat. Their boat must remain upright in the water and not let the water 
in!  
  

Music PE PSHE RE ICT 

  Listen & Compose: 
BBC Ten Pieces 

‘Symphony No 5’ – 
Beethoven. 

 

Cricket 
Gym 

Apparatus 

Healthy Me 
Children will consider what they need to 

do to keep their body healthy, the 
difference between feeling stressed and 

relaxed and how different foods help 
the body in different ways.  

Christianity.  
Easter – resurrection. 

Key Question: Is it true that 
Jesus came back to life 

again? 

KS1 iSafe  
Personal information and 

being safe online. 



 

 

  

Handwriting – Spring 2 
 
Week Focus Example 

1 Introducing diagonal join 
to s: dis 

  

 

2 Introducing horizontal 
join to s: ws 

  

3 Introducing diagonal join 
from s to ascender: sh 

  

4 Introducing diagonal join 
from s, no ascender: si, 
se, sp 

  

5 Introducing horizontal 
join from r, 
anticlockwise: rs 

  

6 Practising diagonal join 
to an anticlockwise 
letter: ea, ear 

  



What were the people like who lived in our town 100 years ago? 
Home Learning 

Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. It should also support you to practise the skills which you need to improve and 
develop your understanding of the topics you are learning about in school. We want you to love learning and we look forward to seeing 
how you tackle some of these tasks. 

     Remembering Understanding Applying Analysing/Evaluation Creating 

Verbal 

I enjoy reading, 
writing & speaking 

 
I can talk to me 

grandparents and 
remember what they 
say about life when 
they were young. 

 
I can make a map 
of an island that 

The Owl and 
Pussy-cat might 

have visited. 

 
I can write a diary 

entry from the point 
of view of either the 
Owl or the Pussy-cat. 

 
Write a review of Ferndown 

or the area you live in. What’s 
it like to live there? What do 

you like/dislike about it? 

 
Design a poster to 

advertise the book ‘The 
Owl and the Pussy-cat.’ 

Mathematical 

I enjoy working with 
numbers & science 

 
Use flash cards to 

practice and 
memorise the 

multiplication facts 
for the 2x and 5 x 

tables. 
 

 
Answer division 
questions from 
the 2x and 5 x 

tables. 

Use number cards to 
create two 2 digit 

numbers under 100.  
Use your number 

knowledge to 
estimate whether, 
when added, they 

will be greater than 
100 or less than 100. 

Investigate adding even and 
odd numbers, 

eg odd + odd =, even + even 
=,  odd + even = even + odd 

=. Can you find a pattern?  
Think about what is the same 
and what is different about 

your answers. 

Create a fantasy world 
picture with a number of 
creatures with different 
numbers of eyes, noses, 
legs and arms.  Make up 
calculation problems to 

go with your picture 
using + - x and ÷ 

Visual 

I enjoy painting, 
drawing & visualzing 

 
Create a poster to 
encourage people 

to come to visit 
Ferndown or the 

place that you live.  

 
Paint a picture of 
the things that 
Owl took on his 

journey. 

 
Draw a picture of 

your favourite part 
of the story. 

 

Find old black and white photographs of Ferndown in the 
past. Can you paint a copy of the photographs just using 

black and white paints? 

Kinaesthetic 

I enjoy doing hands-
on activities 

 
 

Can you design your 
own rowing or 
sailing boat? 

Make your boat 
and test it in the 
bath – your must 

be with your 
parents when you 

test it! 

 
 

Design a colourful 
sail for your boat. 

 

Using a card board box or a shoe box, make a model or 
scene showing the Owl and the Pussy-cat sailing across 

the sea towards the island.  

Musical and Dance 

I enjoy making and 
listening to music 

Watch the clip https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z8f6sbk 

Blue Peter’s Barney Harwood explains why 'Symphony No.5' by Ludwig Van Beethoven is his favourite piece of classical 
music. He explains how the fanfare captures his imagination and describes some of the images the piece conjures up in his 

mind. Do you like the piece of music? Can you paint or draw a picture that shows what the music makes you think of? 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z8f6sbk

