
Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  
YEAR 2 – WHAT WOULD DORA THE EXPLORER 

FIND EXCITING ABOUT OUR TOWN? (6 WEEKS) 
                         Learning Challenge Questions  

Where could I 
take Dora on a 
special outing 
in our town? 

Why would Dora need 
to know my 

postcode to find my 
house? 

Where could I take 
Dora for a special 

holiday in the 
United Kingdom? 

How would Dora 
use her map to 

find her 
way to school? 

What would 
appear on Dora’s 

map of our 
town? 

How can we create 
paintings from our 

photographs of 
special places in 

our town? 

Reflection: How 
could Dora use our 

town in 
one of her TV 
adventures? 

 

National Curriculum  
Using the core text, ’Little Evie in the Wild Wood’ by Jackie Morris, children will 
begin by considering how the author creates atmosphere in the book. To ensure 
accuracy in their writing, children will revise changing present tense to past and 
past progressive tense. Similes will be explored as a way of adding extra detail to 
narrative writing. To conclude, children will write their own version of ‘Evie and the 
Wild Wood’, changing one character. Children will proof read, edit and improve 
their writing. In order to write a non-fiction piece, children will revisit information 
gathered at local park/wood/school wild areas about plants, animals and birds 
seen.   
 
Handwriting will focus on general presentation and the needs of individual 
children. 
 
As scientists, children will be answering the question ‘Which materials did they 
use to build the new M&S and Beacon cafe?’ Children will explore the suitability 
of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, rock, brick, 
paper and cardboard for particular uses. They will investigate how the shapes of 
solid objects made from some materials can be changed by squashing, bending, 
twisting and stretching. 

   
As geographers, children will describe the physical features of the local area and 
school grounds. They will look at maps of the local area and look at different 
routes children take to school. 

Music PE PSHE RE ICT 

Class Choir 
Children will learn to sing songs 

with greater accuracy, sing simple 
partner songs and songs in 
rounds. Children will play a 

simple 3-note ostinato (a short, 
repeated rhythmic pattern). 

Rounders. 
Team 

building 

Changing Me 
Children will consider life cycles of humans and 

animals and how their bodies have changed since they 
were a baby. Children will revise correct names for 

body parts that make boys and girls different. Children 
will consider how to ask for help when they are 

worried about something. 

Islam; Hajj 
Key Question:  

Does completing Hajj 
make a person a better 

Muslim? 

1Publisher. 
Creating 

interactive 
eBooks. 



Home Learning 
What would Dora the Explorer find exciting about Ferndown? 

Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. It should also support you to practise the skills which you need to improve and 
develop your understanding of the topics you are learning about in school. We want you to love learning and we look forward to seeing 
how you tackle some of these tasks. 

     Remembering Understanding Applying Analysing/Evaluation Creating 

Verbal 

I enjoy reading, 
writing & speaking 

 
Retell the story of 
Evie and the Wild 

Wood to your 
friends and family. 

 
Take a woodland walk. What animals can 

you see or hear? Make a list of the 
animals.  

 
Find out about animals that 

live in British woodland. How 
many of them have you seen? 

 
Create a poster 

encouraging people to 
walk in the woodland and 

what they must do to 
look after it.  

Mathematical 

I enjoy working with 
numbers & science 

 
Use flash cards to 

practice and 
memorise the 

multiplication facts 
for the 2x, 5x and 

10x tables. 
 

 
Answer division 
questions from 

the 2x, 5x and 10x 
tables. 

Find out how many 
ways you could write 

a number fact, eg 
2 x 5 = 10 
5 x 2 = 10 
10 ÷ 2 = 5 

2+2+2+2+2 = 10  

 
Investigate how many 

different ways you could 
make £1.00 using different 

coins. 

 
Combine rubbings of 

coins to create a collage 
picture.  If you were to 

design a coin, what would 
the value be and what 

would it look like? 

Visual 

I enjoy painting, 
drawing & visualzing 

 
Can you paint a 
picture from the 

story ‘Evie and the 
Wild Wood’? 

 
Take photographs or sketch your 

favourite places to visit in Ferndown. 
 
 

Can you create a picture map of Ferndown? Can you put 
places such as Ferndown First School, St Mary’s Church, 
Tesco, Ferndown Fire Station and M&S on there? What 

other buildings would you add on? 

Kinaesthetic 

I enjoy doing hands-
on activities 

 
Can you show on a map the route you 

take to school? Would the route be 
different if you walked or travelled by car 

to school?  

 
 

Can you make a 
model of the school? 

 

Can you make a model of a building just using A4 paper? 
How can you twist, fold, roll and bend the paper to make 

it stronger and easier to build with?  

Musical and Dance 

I enjoy making and 
listening to music 

 

If you could make a summer holiday play list, what would it look like? Which songs would you put on there? Why would you 
choose them? Bring your playlist into school on a CD and share with your class which songs you have selected and why? 

Which songs would you choose if you were making a playlist for your teacher? 

 


