
 

Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  

YEAR 3- WHAT MAKES THE EARTH ANGRY? 
  (6 WEEKS) 

Learning Challenge Questions 

What causes a volcano 
to erupt and which are 

the most famous 
volcanoes in the 

world? 

How do volcanoes 
impact on the lives of 

people and why do 
people choose to live 

near them? 

How can we 
recreate an 

erupting 
volcano? 

What causes an 
earthquake (and a 
tsunami) and how 

are they 
measured? 

Who experiences 
extreme weather 
in our country? 

Which countries have 
experienced 

earthquakes and 
tsunamis in your life 

time? 

How can we 
capture a stormy 
weather pattern 

using music, drama 
and dance? 

 National Curriculum 
Using the core text ‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter’, children will explore the feelings 
and thoughts that the character ‘Lila’ has at key points during the story.  Children will 
plan and write one significant event in the story from Lila’s point of view. Linked to their 
learning in science and geography, children will write a non-fiction text about 
volcanoes using sequential language and conjunctions. Paragraphs will be used to 
group information and organise their report.  
 
As poets, children will draw inspiration from the poem ‘Fireworks?’ by James Reeves 
and write a poem in a similar style. Children will then perform their poems.   
 
Handwriting will focus on general presentation and the needs of individual children. 
 
As scientists, children will answer the question:  What do rocks tell us about the way 
the Earth was formed? They will compare and group together different kinds of rocks 
on the basis of their appearance and simple physical properties.  Children will describe, 
in simple terms, how fossils are formed. They will recognise that soils are made from 
rocks and organic matter. 
 
As geographers, they will develop their understanding of how volcanoes are formed 
and the causes of earthquakes. Famous volcanic eruptions, earthquakes and tsunamis 
will be considered along with their impact on human life and the environment. 
 
As artists, children will use digital media and repeated patterns to design a quilt.  

Music PE PSHE RE ICT 

Class Choir 
Children will sing songs in simple 2-part 
harmony with attention to phrasing and 

breathing.  
 

Athletics.  
Striking and 

Fielding 

Changing Me 
Children will learn about key changes that 

humans face as they grow into adulthood and 
how their bodies change. They will learn about 

how a baby grows inside the mother.  

Hinduism. River Ganges 
Key Question: Would 

visiting the River Ganges 
feel special to a  

non-Hindu? 

 iSimulate 
Exploring 
computer 

simulations. 



Home Learning 
What makes the Earth angry? 

Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. It should also support you to practise the skills which you need to improve and 
develop your understanding of the topics you are learning about in school. We want you to love learning and we look forward to seeing 
how you tackle some of these tasks. 

         Remembering Understanding Applying Analysing/Evaluation Creating 

Verbal 
I enjoy 

reading, 
writing & 
speaking 

Can you write a list 
of describing words 

to describe an 
erupting volcano? 

Can you use your 
describing words 

to create a volcano 
poem? 

Read your poem out 
loud to your family 

and friends. Ask them 
what they liked about 

it. 

Follow the link below and watch the clips 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/earth/natural_disasters/volcano 

Can you create a PPT, poster or presentation to share the 
facts you have discovered? 

 
Mathematical 

I enjoy 
working with 
numbers & 

science 

The 2 minute 
challenge! 

Create yourself a list 
of 20 questions 

related to the 2, 3, 4, 
5, and 9x tables.  
Then challenge 

yourself to complete 
them in 2 minutes! 

Draw a number 
line from 0 to 2 

and mark in all the 
tenths.  Use this to 

calculate simple 
addition and 
subtraction 

problems using 
tenths. 

Practice counting 
forwards and 

backwards to and 
from 12 in tenths. 

Write three problems that could 
be represented by this bar 

model. 

Paint or make a shop 
selling your favourite 

things.  Ask your family to 
visit your shop to buy 

goods.  Practice 
calculating what they 

spend and giving them 
their change. 

 
Visual 
I enjoy 

painting, 
drawing & 
visualising 

 
How many different colours can children 
make by mixing red, yellow and orange 

paint? 

 
Using coloured tissue 
paper and magazine 

cut-outs, create a 
picture of an 

exploding volcano. 

 
Can you use clay, salt dough 
or Plasticine to make your 

own fossils? 

 
Can you design a new front 

cover for the book ‘The 
Firework Maker’s daughter’? 

Kinaesthetic 
I enjoy doing 

hands-on 
activities 

We would like children to make a model volcano at home.  As part of our learning we would like to make the model volcanoes 
erupt in school using bi-carbonate of soda and vinegar. We would like to do this in school in a controlled environment. 

Follow the link below to make your model volcano 
 https://www.learning4kids.net/2012/04/11/how-to-make-a-homemade-volcano/.  

Models are due in no later than Friday 29th June.  
 

Musical and 
Dance 

I enjoy making 
and listening 

to music 

 If you could make a summer holiday play list what would it look like? Which songs would you put on there? Why would you 
choose them? Bring your playlist into school on a CD and share with your class which songs you have selected and why? 

Which songs would you choose if you were making a playlist for your teacher? 
  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/earth/natural_disasters/volcano
https://www.learning4kids.net/2012/04/11/how-to-make-a-homemade-volcano/

