
Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  

YEAR 4 – HOW CAN WE REDISCOVER THE 
WONDER OF ANCIENT EGYPT? (6 WEEKS) 

                         Learning Challenge Questions  

Where is Egypt and why 
do so many people enjoy 
going on holiday there? 

What is an archaeologist and how 
does an archaeologist help us 

find out about the past? 

How can you 
recreate the 

wonder of the 
Pyramids? 

What have we learnt 
from the Ancient 

Egyptians’ 
writing? 

Who were the 
Pharaohs, and why 

were they very 
important? 

What would you 
ask an Ancient 

Egyptian? 

  
 

 

National Curriculum  
Using the core text of ‘The Egyptian Cinderella’ by Shirley 
Climo, children will be re-writing a different traditional story 
set in Ancient Egypt. Children will focus on the use of 
paragraphs and development of plot structures to ensure 
their stories are successful. Linked to history and geography 
learning, children will write an explanation text answering the 
question ’Why was the River Nile important to the Ancient 
Egyptians?’                                                 

 

 As historians, children will be learning about life in Ancient Egypt and the 
impact that the Ancient Egyptians had on our society. Children will make a 
model of a pyramid and include a secret compartment! 
 

 As geographers, children will be answering the question, ‘Where would you 
choose to build a city?’ Children will consider why major cities around the 
world have developed around large rivers and how a transport system is 
important to the success of a city. Land use will be considered and children 
will discuss why buildings are often very tall in cities.  
 

 As scientists, children will explore the use of electricity and answer the 
question ‘How can we catch a thief?’ 

 
Music PE PSHE RE ICT 

  Listen & Compose: 
BBC Ten Pieces  

 ‘Short Ride in a Fast 
Machine’ – John Adams 

 

Match Play 
Dance 

Gymnastics 

Healthy Me 
Children will consider how 

friendship groups are formed and 
sustained, the effects of smoking 

and alcohol and how to resist peer 
pressure.  

Christianity: Easter 
Key Question: Is forgiveness 

always possible? 
 

LKS2 iData  
Introduction to data 

representation. 
 
 
 



 

 

Handwriting – Spring 2 
Week Focus Example 

1 Speed and fluency: lists 
 

 

 

 

2 Size, proportion and 
spacing: v, k 
 

     

3 Size, proportion and 
spacing: ic, ist 
 

    

4 Size, proportion and 
spacing: ion. 

  

5 Size, proportion and 
spacing: contractions 
 

    

 

6 Speed and fluency: ible, 
able 
 

  



 

How can we rediscover the wonder of ancient Egypt? 
Home Learning 

Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. It should also support you to practise the skills which you need to improve and 
develop your understanding of the topics you are learning about in school. We want you to love learning and we look forward to seeing 
how you tackle some of these tasks. 

     Remembering Understanding Applying Analysing/Evaluation Creating 

Verbal 

I enjoy reading, 
writing & speaking 

 
Retell the story of The 
Egyptian Cinderella. 

 
Find out 5 facts 

about the Egyptian 
Gods. 

 
Can you write a set 

of instructions about 
how to mummify a 

body? 

 
Write a diary entry from 
the Egyptian Cinderella’s 

point of view. 

 
Make up your own story 
about an Egyptian price 

or princess 

Mathematical 

I enjoy working with 
numbers & science 

 
Use flash cards to 

practice and memorise 
the multiplication facts 
for the 6x and 7x table. 

 
Use known 

multiplication facts 
to answer division 
and multiplication 

questions for 7x and 
6x tables. 

 
Create a number line 

from minus 20 to 
positive 20 and use 
it to calculate ‘find 

the difference’ 
questions. 

 

Investigate equivalent 
fraction families.  How 

would you describe their 
relationship?  How 
would you teach 

someone to continue 
the sequence you have 

made? 

 
Create a poster to teach 
others how to convert 
between different units 

of measure, e.g. 
kilometre to metre; hour 

to minutes. 

Visual 

I enjoy painting, 
drawing & 
visualising 

Remember your 
favourite part of The 

Egyptian Princess story 
and paint a picture of 

it. 

 
Design a different 
front cover for the 
Egyptian Princess 

book. 

 
Make a poster of 

your favourite 
Egyptian god. 

 

Paint/draw yourself as a 
Pharaoh. 

 

Design your own 
Egyptian god. 

Kinaesthetic 

I enjoy doing hands-
on activities 

 
Make a model of a 

pyramid. 

 
Create a collage 
scene of the river 

Nile. 

 
Make a model of a 

scarab beetle. 

Make your own Egyptian 
mummy and take a 

photo of it. 

Make a statue of one of 
the Egyptian gods and 

find out about why they 
were worshipped. 

Musical and Dance 

I enjoy making and 
listening to music 

 
Watch the clip: https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zfwpvcw. 

Khalil Madovi from CBBC's '4 O'Clock Club' demonstrates his enthusiasm for 'Short Ride in a Fast Machine' by John Adams. 
He explains why it is his favourite piece of classical music, why he enjoys music of this genre and how it captured his 

imagination. Khalil explains some of the historical context behind the tune, and how the instruments and the rhythm make 
the piece what it is. Do you like the piece of music?  

Can you write a story based on a short journey in a fast machine that you imagine? 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zfwpvcw

