
Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  

YEAR 4 – WHICH ANIMALS AND PLANTS 
THRIVE IN OUR LOCALITY? (6 WEEKS) 

                         Learning Challenge Questions  

Which wild flowers 
will we find within 

a kilometre 
of our school? 

How would 
Georgia O’Keefe 

have painted 
these flowers? 

Would dinosaurs have 
roamed around your 
locality in the past? 

Why did 
dinosaurs 
die out? 

Why are large wild animals, 
like the tiger, in danger of 

extinction today? 

Which birds can 
we see out of 
our classroom 

window? 

How can we encourage 
more birds to visit 

our school? 

 
 

National Curriculum  
Using the core text, ‘The Wind in the Willows’ by Kenneth Grahame, children will 
begin by revising the use of precise nouns, prepositional phrases, similes and 
adjectives to make their writing interesting and meaningful. Children will write a 
diary entry from the point of view of ‘Mole’ and consider the differences in 
personalities of the main characters.  The events from Rat, Badger and Mole’s 
attempts to stop Toad from leaving Toad Hall will be written as a recount by the 
children. To conclude, children will read the poem ‘The River’ by Valerie Bloom and 
discuss the meaning and effect of the metaphors. Children will learn the poem by 
heart and perform it.    
 

Handwriting will focus on general presentation and the needs of individual 
children. 
 

As designers, children will answer the question ‘Can we all go and fly a kite?’ They 
will consider the design brief to make a successful kite to fly. Children will learn to 
join material successfully and construct a kite that is light yet strong.  
 
As scientists, children will recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of 
ways and explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a 
variety of living things in their local and wider environment. Children will recognise 
that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living 
things. 

Music PE PSHE RE ICT 

Class Choir 
Children will sing songs 

in simple 2-part 
harmony, with 

attention to phrasing 
and breathing. 

Cricket - 
Striking 

and 
Fielding 

Changing Me 
Children will understand their uniqueness and how 
they were biologically created. They will understand 
that having a baby is a personal choice and how a 

girl’s body changes in order to have a baby. 
Children will consider how they can best prepare 

for transition to their new school.  

Christianity - Prayer and 
Worship 

Do people need to go to 
church to show they are 

Christians? 
 

Digital Literacy. 
Children will continue 

creating a class blog with 
different media – digital 

posters, videos and 
artwork, using different 

software.  



Home Learning 
Which plants and animals thrive in our locality? 

Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. It should also support you to practise the skills which you need to improve and 
develop your understanding of the topics you are learning about in school. We want you to love learning and we look forward to seeing 
how you tackle some of these tasks. 

     Remembering Understanding Applying Analysing/Evaluation Creating 

Verbal 

I enjoy reading, 
writing & speaking 

 
Can you turn a scene 
from the book into a 

short play script? 

 
Choose some friends 

and practise and 
perform your play. 

Choose a river in England. What is it called and why? Where does it start? 
Where does it end? Which counties does it travel through? 

What types of landscapes (e.g. hills, cities, farm land) does it go through? 
Is there any special wildlife that lives in or near the river? What do people 
use the river for? Is there anything else interesting you can find out about 

the river? You can present your learning however you like. 
 

Mathematical 

I enjoy working with 
numbers & science 

 
Try to beat your time! 
Time how long it takes 

to complete a 12x 
multiplication square.  
Can you keep beating 

your time? 

 
How many related 

facts can you find for 
one given product? 

For example: 
   7 x 6 =42, 
 0.7 x 6 =4.2, 

42÷6=7  

 
Select an item you 
would love to buy.  

Calculate how long it 
would take you save 
up for it using your 

pocket money. 

 
Write three problems 

that could be 
represented by this bar 

model. 
 

Create a simple Lego 
model of a building or 
vehicle.  Calculate how 
high, wide and long the 
model would be if it was 

7x bigger.  Challenge 
yourself with different 
scales, eg 8 x bigger. 

 

Visual 

I enjoy painting, 
drawing & 
visualizing 

 
Using water colours or 

paint, paint a river 
scene. 

 
Can you create a 

poster to help 
people understand 
the variety of British 

river wildlife? 

 
Can you design a 

different front cover 
for ‘The Wind in the 

Willows’’? 

 
Create your own version of one of Monet’s river 

paintings. Use whatever materials you like but try to 
create the same colours as in the original. 

Kinaesthetic 

I enjoy doing hands-
on activities 

 
Look at a map of the UK and find some of the 
rivers. Track them and see where they reach 
the sea. Write the name of the river and the 

county where it meets the sea. 

 
Design and build a bridge for a Lego figure to 

cross a river. You can use any materials or 
design that you think will work. Bring it to 

school and we will test it out. 

 

 
Find some websites that 

give interesting 
information for children 
about rivers. Create a list 
to share with the class. 

Musical and Dance 

I enjoy making and 
listening to music 

 
If you could make a summer holiday play list, what would it look like? Which songs would you put on there? Why would you 

choose them? Bring your playlist into school on a CD and share with your class which songs you have selected and why? 
Which songs would you choose if you were making a playlist for your teacher? 

 



 
 


