
Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  

YEAR 2 – WHY WOULD A WILD ANIMAL NOT 
MAKE A GOOD PET?(6 WEEKS) 

                          Learning Challenge Questions   

Who does this 
footprint belong 

to? 

What does a wild 
animal need to 

survive? 

What can you find 
out about a 

particular wild 
animal? 

How can you 
recreate your own 

wild animal 
habitat? 

How can you 
classify woodland 

creatures?  

How can you 
recreate the 
sounds and 

movements of wild 
animals? 

Where in the world 
do wild animals 

live? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

National Curriculum  
 
Using the core text ‘Wild by Emily Hughe’, children will 

 develop their understanding that there are many 
different purposes of writing. 

 retell part of the story using precise nouns and 
adjectives to give more information about a noun.   

 learn and perform the poem ‘The Grass House’ by 
Shirley Hughes.  

 use the structure of The Grass House to write their 
own poem ‘The Forest House’.  

 write a fact file about an animal and its habitat. 

 organise information under headings.  
 
As scientists, children will be exploring how animals live in habitats to which they are 
suited and how the habitats provide the basic need of the animals that live there. 
Children will consider how animals get their food from other plants and animals.  
 
As artists and designers, children will create their own animal habitat. They will plan their 
model carefully and create it using a range of resources. Using instruments, children will 
simulate sounds that they might hear from animals in the wild.  
 

Music PE PSHE RE ICT 

  Children will be developing 
their listening to and identifying 

sounds through the BBC 
Schools’ Radio programme ‘Sun, 

Sea and Song’. 
 

Gym: Different points of 
balance   

Games:  Dribbling 
Skills for: Basketball, Rugby 
Fielding, Handball, Hockey 

Being Me in My World. 
Children will consider what is 
needed to make our school a 

successful place. 

Christianity – What did Jesus 
teach? Is it possible to be 
kind to everyone all of the 

time? 

Children will be introduced to 
visual programming 

language. Using context of 
art and drawing, children will 
develop simple animations. 



Why Would a Wild Animal Not Make a Good Pet? 
 Home Learning 

Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. It should also support you to practise the skills which you need to improve and 
develop your understanding of the topics you are learning about in school. We want you to love learning and we look forward to seeing 
how you tackle some of these tasks. 

As a reader 
and writer 

Practise the spellings 
that are in your link 

book. 

Write a short story 
about a trip to the 
jungle, desert or 

seaside. What did 
you see? 

 

Make up a new 
animal. What would 

they be called? 
What would they 
eat? Where would 

they live? 

Design an 
information leaflet 
about an animal of 

your choice. 

Create a 
PowerPoint 

presentation about 
Your favourite 

book. 

As a 
Mathematician 

 
Remember the 
number of minutes in 
an hour and seconds 
in a minute. 

 
Read the time on 
an analogue clock 
to the nearest 15 
minutes. 

 
Draw the hands on 
a clock to show the 
time to the nearest 
15 minutes. 

 
Make a timeline of 
your day showing 
what you do in the 
morning (am) and 
evening (pm). 

Make a calendar 
with illustrations 
showing the 
months and 
seasons of the 
year. 

As an artist 
and designer 

Paint a picture of an 
endangered animal. 

 

Create a leaf 
rubbing from 
plants in your 
garden.  

 

Using a camera, 
take photographs 
of plants and 
flowers in the local 
area. 

Create a picture to 
show a made up 
animal. 

Create a new front 
cover for the book 
‘Wild’ by Emily 
Hughe. 

As a creator Visit an Oceanarium, 
zoo or wildlife 

sanctuary. 

Using a shoe box, 
make an animal 

habitat. 

Using play dough 
or salt dough, make 

a wild animal 
footprint. 

Make a model of a 
wild animal from 

cardboard. 

Paint your model 
and make a setting 

for it to be 
displayed in. 

As a musician 
and dancer 

Practice performing the poem ‘The Grass 
House’ by Shirley Hughes. 

Create a simple dance to show how different animals move. 

 


