
Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  

YEAR 4 – WHY WERE THE ROMANS SO    
                POWERFUL? (6 WEEKS) 

                         Learning Challenge Questions    

What is it like to be 
invaded and which 

countries have 
been invaded 

recently? 

Who were the 
Romans and 

would they have 
enjoyed coming 

to Britain? 

Would you prefer 
to be a Gladiator 
or a premiership 

footballer? 

What did the 
Romans do 

for us? 

How could 
you be as fit 
as a Roman?  

Why did the 
Romans need to 

build forts? 

Who was Boudica 
and why did she 

become so 
famous? 

Can you create a 
working model 

of a Roman 
weapon? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

National Curriculum  
Using the core text ‘Escape from Pompeii’ by Christina Balit, 
children will  

 write as the characters of Tranio and Livia recounting events 
that are happening to them.  

 use paragraphs and fronted adverbials to show changes of 
time and place at the beginning of a paragraph. 

 write a short non-fiction text about Roman life.  

 read the poem ‘Bushfire’ by Jacky Kay. They will consider the 
language used in the poem and how it compares with the description of the volcanic 
eruption in the book. 

 
As historians, children will learn about why the Romans were so powerful, their army and tactics 
and why they chose to invade Britain. We will consider the impact of the Romans on British life. 
Children will learn about key historical figures such as Julius Caesar and Boudica, as well as the 
impact of Hadrian’s Wall. In addition to learning about the Romans’ power, we will also 
investigate how they entertained themselves. 
 
As artists and designers, children will be bring their drawings to life through many skills 
including shading to show texture, creating shadows and reflections and considering how to 
show movement. Later this term, children will be researching Roman weapons that were used to 
capture cities. Children will make a small working model.  
 

Music PE PSHE RE ICT 

Children will learn a set of eight songs 
exploring the history and people of 

Ancient Rome.  Children will be taking 
part in a Musicianship Programme: 

Samba. 

Tag Rugby: Controlling 
and receiving. 

Gym: Different types of 
jumps, jumping from 

height. 
 

Being Me in My World. 
Children will consider 

what is needed to make 
our school a successful 

place. 

Christianity – What did 
Jesus teach? Is it 

possible to be kind to 
everyone all of the 

time? 

Children will be introduced to visual 
programming language. Using context of 

art and drawing, children will develop 
simple animations. 



Why were the Romans so powerful? 
Home Learning 

Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. It should also support you to practise the skills which you need to improve and 
develop your understanding of the topics you are learning about in school. We want you to love learning and we look forward to seeing 
how you tackle some of these tasks. 

As a reader 
and writer 

Practise your spellings 
that are in your Link 

Book. 

Find out about the 
life of a Roman 

Gladiator and make a 
list of facts. 

Write a diary entry as 
if you were a Roman 

Gladiator. 

Write a diary entry as 
if you were there 

when Mount 
Vesuvius erupted. 

You are a Roman 
Leader. Write a 

speech to motivate 
your army to fight 

and win a battle. Can 
you make it look 

authentic? 

As a 
Mathematician 

 
Remember the number 
of weeks and days in a 
year, including a leap 

year. 

 
Read the time on a 

12 hour and 24 hour 
analogue and digital 
clock to the nearest 

minute. 

 
Convert between 24 

hour clock and 
analogue clock. 

 
Can you calculate 
how old you are in 
different units of 
time, e.g. months, 

weeks or days? 

Use trial and 
improvement to make 
a sand or water clock 
which measures 10 

seconds. 

As an artist 
and designer 

Research into Roman 
shield designs. Design 

your own shield. 

Can you make a 
clock with Roman 

numerals? 

Design and make a 
Roman mosaic. 

Design a different 
front cover for 
‘Escape From 

Pompeii’ by Christina 
Balit. 

Design a Roman coin. 
What should you 
include in your 

design? 

As a creator Make your Roman 
shield that you 

designed. 

Can you make a 
model of a Roman 

catapult? 

 

Make your own 
model of Mount 

Vesuvius (the 
volcano). Can you 

make it erupt? 

 

 

Prepare an Italian 
dish. You could write 
out the recipe or take 
photographs of your 

dish. 

Create a piece of 
Roman Jewellery. 

Describe the person 
that it was designed 

for. 

As a musician 
and dancer 

Can you find any music 
that would be good for 
Romans to march to? 

Create a simple 
march routine that a 
Roman soldier might 

take part in. 

Roman soldiers had to keep very fit. Can you design a fitness routine 
that would help the soldiers keep fit and strong? Remember to 

include exercises to work all of the body. Film yourself completing the 
routine and teach it to your family and friends. 

 


