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Why would any health service believe 
that closing a local community 
hospital could be beneficial? 

The advantages of being able 
to look after people locally are too 
great to measure, especially for 
close relatives and, or, carers as 
they are able to visit regularly and 
offer support. 

It is surely time for the 
NHS to recognise the value of 
their community hospitals and 
acknowledge when they have a 
gem of a facility, and preserve it. 

With an ageing population, 
community hospitals like St 
Leonards are indispensable. They 
should be building more, not closing 
down the ones that are working 
miracles in our communities.

This first class NHS hospital 
is being let go “to improve access 
to health services in Dorset.” It 
may improve the access, but that 
doesn’t necessarily mean people 
will be healthier because of it. It 
could see elderly people becoming 
increasingly isolated from their 
families and carers. 

Closure of St Leonards will be 

beyond comprehension. I query 
the reasoning behind the loss of 
this incredible community facility, 
where many of the staff have been 
there for years because they love 
the work, live nearby and are 
dedicated to their community. Plus 
the hospital is financially supported 
by an active League of Friends. 

There is a huge housing estate 
being built adjacent to St Leonards 
Community Hospital – ironically 
making it even more vital to the 
community – yet the NHS is letting 
it go. Dorset HealthCare admits that 
much of the site was sold some 
time ago for the current housing 
development and that the remaining 
land is likely to be sold for housing 
at some point in the future.

They justify their decision 
by saying that moving from 
St Leonards to the Royal 
Bournemouth Hospital site will 
mean there is a much greater range 
of services available for patients in 
one place and that it will also be 
part of a much bigger development 
of the Royal Bournemouth Hospital, 
(where, by the way, you can’t find a 

parking space at busy times). 
When Ron Shields said, “I am 

very proud of all of the staff working 
at St Leonards Hospital and they 
are a great credit to the NHS. They 
have provided a great service 
to the people of Dorset and will 
continue to in the future,” had he 
even given a thought to those who 
will be left floundering in Ferndown, 
Ringwood, Verwood and the 
surrounding areas when they have 
to travel to Bournemouth to visit 
their loved ones, and can’t manage 
it. Hospitals without visitors will not 

help patients recover, and those 
who can’t visit will be distressed. 
It’s no good providing a great 
service if it creates health issues of 
another kind to develop in its wake.

The NHS needs to think more 
deeply about the future of this 
country, about people’s wellbeing 
and our ageing population. 

The site at St Leonards also 
includes a variety of clinics, an 
invaluable out of hours doctor, 
ambulance station and a 
physiotherapy unit. All of which will 
be a great loss to the community.

Plastic Free Ferndown is working hard towards meeting the criteria laid 
down by the charity Surfers Against Sewage (SAS) to achieve plastic free 
status for the town and needs Ferndown businesses and residents to help.join the cause

On 18 June, Ferndown 
Town Council’s 
Environment Committee 
voted unanimously 

to support the campaign and a 
recommendation to support Plastic 
Free Ferndown will be put before 
Full Council on 23 July.

The campaign now has a 
steering group, which met for the 
first time on 15 June. “We aim to 
do an official launch soon with an 
event that everyone can attend,” 
said committee member Janine 
Pulford, who is also a community 
leader for Plastic Free Ferndown.

“It is vital that we hear from 
local businesses who are doing 
something positive to reduce their 
use of single-use plastic items. Also, 

if anyone wants to be involved with 
the launch, get in touch through this 
magazine or Facebook.

Shout outs this month go to:
Colten Care for their group-wide 
reduction of single-use plastic. 
They have three care homes in 
Ferndown: Amberwood House, 
Brook View and Fernhill, so 
their ‘Caring, without plastic’ 
campaign, is a huge achievement 
for Ferndown itself, as well as for 
Colten Care in general.
Ferndown Pharmacy buyer, 
Sharon Pharaoh, has eliminated 
the use of plastic bags for 
prescriptions and substituted them 
with paper bags. “Where we need 
to use a plastic one for certain 

items, we use a biodegradable 
one,” said Sharon who made the 
conscious decision to do this for 
the environment.
The Flying Teapot: Luke 
Armstrong has cut out plastic 
straws and replaced them with 
paper ones. He also serves his 
takeaways in paper bags.
Penny’s Café at the Barrington 
Theatre is now offering paper cups 
and straws and takeaway food is 
popped into brown paper bags.
mags4dorset has ceased receiving 
regular deliveries of two parcels a 
month because they were wrapped 
extensively in plastic tape. The 
office waste paper bins no longer 
have plastic liners, which has cut 
out around 200 bags a year.

Ferndown First School eco 
champions recently collected 
hundreds of lids and took them 
to be recycled at Lush. They also 
carried out a class survey to find 
out how many pieces of single-use 
plastic are used inside lunchboxes 
and have asked parents to help the 
school have a plastic-free July.

Have you got a success story 
you would like to share with Plastic 
Free Ferndown? Or, after reading 
this, will you be reducing your use 
of single-use plastic? If so, please 
contact Janine Pulford, so that your 
contribution can be included in the 
campaign to help make Ferndown 
a better place in which to live. 

And don’t forget to join the Plastic 
Free Ferndown Facebook page. 

STEERING TOWARDS 
A PLASTIC FREE 
FERNDOWN. L-R Mike 
Parkes, Tony Brown, 
Harry Worth, Janine 
Pulford, Louis Pulford, 
Stuart Fleetham and 
Ben Pulford (PFF 
Steering Committee)

St Leonards Community Hospital is due to close this September
…continued from page 17

By Janine Pulford

L-R Peggy, Angela and Jan 
celebrate Harry and Meghan’s 
wedding at Fayrewood Ward

Ferndown First School 
eco champions


