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Dear Parents

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL
I hope that you have all enjoyed the summer holiday. There is a really positive
feeling in school and staff are well prepared for the term ahead. The first week
back has been a great success and the children have quickly settled in to their
new classes.
I would like to offer a special welcome to our new parents, who have children
joining us in year groups across the school. We look forward to working with you
and your children during the coming year.
The summer holidays were very busy, with significant work taking place in Year 1, EYFS and in the hall. We
are delighted with the finished results. We now have brand new toilets in our EYFS base. Year 1 classes have
been reconfigured to create bigger classrooms and improve access. Rooms previously used by Adult
Learning have now been returned to the school, giving us a brand new Music Room, accessed from the
school hall.

WE CAN HELP YOU
There may be times when you may have questions about your child’s education and the work we do in
school. Please talk to us if you need help. We are always willing to explain the work we do. Class teachers
are very well equipped to answer most of your queries and they should always be your first point of contact.
If you need further help, please speak with your child’s Year Leader or Phase Leader.
Mrs Cload is the Phase Leader for EYFS (Reception)
Mrs Lord is the Year Leader for Year 1
Mrs Bremner is the Year Leader for Year 2
Mrs Errington is the Phase Leader for KS1 (Years 1 and Year 2)
Mr West is the Phase Leader for KS2 (Years 3 and 4)

YOU CAN HELP US – PLEASE KEEP UP TO DATE
This week’s newsletter contains some important reminders for parents, which we ask you to read carefully
please. Children in Reception will receive this week’s newsletter on the first day they attend school next
week. Please note, this will only be for the first edition.
Newsletters are prepared fortnightly. The next edition of the Newsletter will be Friday 20th
September. Please also check your ParentMail account and the school website for any
updates and reminders, in between editions.

RECEPTION AND YEAR 1 ENTRANCE – PLEASE SAY GOODBYE AT THE DOOR
We have limited space in the corridor to Reception and Year 1 classes. The morning is a very busy time and
we may have up to 180 children entering school in the morning through that door. This is perfectly
manageable if parents say goodbye to their child at the door. It starts to become tricky if parents come in
to school too.
Staff are available to help the children with their bags and coats. The children can then get into the routine
of coming into school and putting their coats and bags on their pegs themselves. This will help to alleviate
congestion in this area. There will always be a member of staff on the door to take messages for the teacher.
Alternatively, you can use your child’s diary to write a short message. Thank you for helping us.

PARKING IN MOUNTBATTEN DRIVE
Please respect the privacy of neighbours in Mountbatten Drive and do not park across/on driveways. Please
park safely and please do not inconvenience others.

HOT SCHOOL MEALS – ORDER VIA PARENTMAIL
Parents are advised that new menus and order forms are now available for completion via
ParentMail.
If you pay for your child’s meals, you will have received an invoice requesting payment. This
will be generated weekly and retrospectively.
Please be vigilant when completing your forms and ensure you have selected the right choice before
submitting, as amendments to orders cannot be made by parents or by the school. Thank you.
Parents are reminded that in most cases, we are not able to provide a meal, whether your child has forgotten
to bring their lunchbox into school or if you have not ordered your child a hot school meal. It is a parent’s
responsibility to ensure that their child’s lunch is provided for them and to place their child’s order
on time.

STAFF NEWS
Welcome to the following new staff starting at Ferndown First School this term.
Teachers: Mrs Dudley, Miss Carlson and Miss Lockie
Teaching Assistants: Mrs Patel and Miss Lloyd

LUNCHTIME STAFF VACANCIES
We have vacancies for casual Lunchtime Supervisors to start with immediate effect. If you are interested in
applying for a position, please see a member of the office staff for further information. Thank you.

NEW! READING DIARIES
The focus for teachers this week has been in getting to know the children in their class, setting
their expectations and working on class charters. Getting this right from the start is important
and will pave the way for a successful school year. New style reading diaries are being sent
home with your child. The new diaries are for the whole year and replace the Link Book. We
have ordered some wallets to protect them so please look out for these in your child’s book
bag too.
Parents are advised that if your child loses their reading diary, a charge will be made
for a replacement.

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT LESSONS
Miss Carlson will be working with Mrs Di-Pede to share responsibility for leading Music in
school. If you have any questions regarding instrumental lessons or class music provision,
please speak with either Miss Carlson or Mrs Di-Pede.
Ukulele Lessons
Robert Holly from Dorset Music Service will be providing lessons for those children who have expressed an
interest in Ukulele lessons. These will start on Monday 30th September.
Woodwind Lessons – Tuesdays – After School
Our new woodwind teacher, Mrs Dales-Bull begins teaching woodwind on Tuesday afternoon. If your child
would like to learn to play a woodwind instrument, please ask for further details.
Piano Lessons – from Thursday 19th September
Mrs Le Rossignol is fully booked for piano lessons this term. Please speak with Mrs Di-Pede if you would
like to be added to the waiting list.

ADDITIONAL MUSIC CLUB PROVISION
Percussion Club and Drumming Lessons
We are hoping to be able to offer Percussion Club again this term to children in
Years 3 and 4, however, we are unsure of the day of the week that this will be
offered at present.
Please look out for more information coming home to parents shortly when you
will have the opportunity to register your child’s interest in this club.
The school was recently given a full size drum kit, which we would like to make good use of. As the drum
kit is quite large, it may be only suitable for our older children. If your child would like to begin drumming
lessons, please have a chat with Mrs Di-Pede, who will make enquiries.
New! Ukulele, Singing & Musical Theatre & Recorder Clubs
An independent organisation, EduBoxTM, would like to offer some new after school music clubs in the near
future. Clubs would run for an hour, starting shortly after the end of the school day. These clubs will be
open to children from across the school and parents will liaise directly with the provider to make payments.
Parents will be required to provide instruments and music.
At this stage we are looking for expressions of interest. Please email the school BY TUESDAY 10TH
SEPTEMBER if you would like to register interest for the following after school activities:
Singing & Musical Theatre Club (60 mins) - £3.95 per pupil, per lesson on a Monday
Ukulele Club (60 mins) - £5.95 per pupil, per lesson on a Thursday
Recorder Club (60 mins) - £3.95 per pupil, per lesson on a Friday
Please note: The days of the week are provisional at this stage, depending on interest and staff availability.
There is a minimum number of children required for the clubs to be viable and there is an upper limit, so
once we know levels of interest, we can provide further information.

SCHOOL REWARD SCHEME
We are pleased to advise that the following pupils are winners of the Golden Award tickets:
Joey-Lee - Year 1
Bleu – Year 3
Neola – Year 2
Well done to all those who were nominated and to those who won!

DAILY MILE
The Daily Mile is a simple but ground-breaking initiative, encouraging primary schools and
nurseries to take children outside walking or running for 15 minutes each day. From this
year, our children will have time to complete the Daily Mile. We do not expect our youngest
children to manage a mile to start with but we hope to see them all build stamina and increase the distance
they walk each day. This exercise takes place in our Games Enclosure, with teachers joining their children.
Children can walk in their school shoes. If they are choosing to run, we will ask them to change into more
suitable footwear.

SCHOOL INFORMATION - IMPORTANT REMINDERS
PUPIL PREMIUM FUNDING
Families with a low income are entitled to claim Pupil Premium Funding and
for every child eligible the school will receive £1,320. The additional funding
is then given to school to support your child’s learning and give them the
best possible start in education.
How does my child get their pupil premium grant?
The money is paid to the school and we decide how to spend the money to ensure the greatest impact for
your child.
Even if your child is in Reception or Key Stage 1 and already gets a hot school meal it is still important that
you apply because of the extra benefits. The school will get the pupil premium grant for your child so we
can support their learning and give them the best possible start in education. It is your child’s entitlement,
so please don’t waste it!
How do I apply?
Apply online at https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/atschool/pupil-premium.aspx or phone 01305 221000 in complete confidence. The registration process is
quick and easy. You need your national insurance number to hand. You will find out straight away if you are
eligible. For more information on whether you could be eligible to apply please copy and paste the following
link:
https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/at-school/freeschool-meals.aspx
SAFEGUARDING AND CHILD PROTECTION
Our first priority is your child’s welfare and therefore there may be occasions when our concern about your
child means that we have to consult other agencies before we contact you. The Bournemouth, Dorset and
Poole Area Child Protection Committee has determined the procedures we follow. If you want to know more
about these procedures then please speak to the Headteacher, Mrs Di-Pede, who is the Designated Senior
Lead for all matters relating to Child Protection and Safeguarding. In Mrs Di-Pede’s absence, Mr Watts is the
Deputy Designated Senior Lead.
CONTACT DETAILS
If we do not have your correct contact details then please advise the school office as soon as
possible, as it is imperative that we have the correct information for your child should we need
to contact you.

PUNCTUALITY – A REMINDER
Thank you for making every effort to get to school on time this week. The school gates will close
just before 8.40am. This is because the children need to be in their class ready for the register
at 8.40am. If the gate is closed the children are late and will need to be signed in at the school
office, please.
SCHOOL CAR PARK
Please note that entry to the car park is through the entrance gate only.
not enter the car park via the exit gates.

Please do

Disabled car park spaces are only to be used by those parents or carers who display a
valid disabled permit and have registered their car with the school office. Please be
considerate. We have families who really need to use the disabled spaces.
The staff car park is for Dorset Council staff only and is used at all times. Parents are not permitted to park
in this area.
PARENTMAIL
Parents of new Reception children and other new children who have
joined us will have received a link to enable them to join ParentMail.
ParentMail letters come home regularly and are the way in which we communicate to parents. Please ensure
you register for ParentMail, however, if you have any problems then please do not hesitate to contact the
school office.
HEALTHY SNACKS
Our school is part of The Government Fruit and Vegetable Scheme. This means that the children
in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are provided with a free piece of fruit or vegetable every day
for their mid-morning snack. Further information, advice and guidance can be found at:
www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk.
Please note that mid-morning and afternoon snacks are restricted to the food listed below. No other
alternatives will be permitted.




Fresh fruit or a portion of vegetables – if your child needs their snack cut up, please do this at home
and send in a small pot
A portion of seeds/raisins/dried fruit (no nuts please or nut based foods due to some children having
severe nut allergies)
A plain biscuit (eg Rich Tea)

All healthy snacks should be placed in a named plastic container please. Please do not send in wrapped
snacks. We need to reduce the amount of packaging waste and litter in the school grounds.
Water bottles can be brought into school for children to keep in their classroom, should they need a drink.
Please note: Only water should be sent into school with your child – squash or fizzy drinks are not permitted.
Children will have the opportunity to have the option of water or squash at lunchtime.
Milk is provided free of charge for all children under 5 by Cool Milk. Registration
forms can be collected from the school office or you can register online at
www.coolmilk.com
IF YOUR CHILD IS SICK
If you child has been sick or has diarrhoea then it is essential that the 48 hour rule is followed,
ie your child must not return to school for 48 hours from the last episode. Please encourage
your child to wash their hands regularly.

UNIFORM
If the weather is warm and sunny, children can continue to wear their summer uniform for this month. If
the weather does deteriorate and become colder, please ensure your child has a named coat in school.
HAIRSTYLES
In line with our school uniform policy, parents are reminded that fashion hairstyles, including tramlines and
razored cuts, are not acceptable. Parents are also asked to ensure that any hair above collar length is tied
up with a dark coloured band/hair fastener.
JEWELLERY
Small stud earrings are acceptable. No other jewellery should be worn to school. If your child can not
remove their earrings, parents will need to provide micro pore tape to cover the earrings during PE lessons
and out of hours activities. If this is not done the child will not be permitted to take part.
SCOOTERS AND BIKES
Parents are politely reminded that children should walk with their scooters and bikes whilst they
are on the paths on school premises and around the car park. At the beginning and end of day
the area by the gate and the pathways are very busy and congested. We will be reminding the
children in assembly and, in the interests of health and safety, parents are asked to carefully
supervise their children and co-operate please. Parents and children using bike shelters do so
at their end own risk. All parents should store and lock their bikes when dropping off and collecting your
children. Please do not obstruct the paths and please do not lock your bikes to the fencing. Thank you.
NO DOGS ON SCHOOL PREMISES
Could we please remind parents that dogs are not allowed on the school
premises, which includes the car park and paths leading to the school
gate, at any time. Thank you for your co-operation.

PE KITS AND LESSON DAYS
PE kits should be brought into school on a Monday and kept in school for the week. If they need to
be taken home at the end of the week for washing, please ensure they are returned to school at the
beginning of the next week. The day(s) your child will be taking part in PE is listed below for your
information:
CLASS
EYFS
YEAR 1
YEAR 2
YEAR 3
YEAR 4

PE DAY(S)
Mondays / Wednesdays
Wednesdays / Fridays
Tuesdays / Fridays
Tuesdays / Thursdays
Mondays / Thursdays

BREAKFAST CLUB
If you are interested in booking your child into the Breakfast Club, parent are
asked to speak with a member of the school office to find out if there is
availability. You will also be able to collect a Registration Form, Booking Form
and our Terms & Conditions from the office foyer.
Please note that all bookings need to be paid for in advance at a cost of £2.50 per session.

PTA NEWS – AGM - TUESDAY 17th SEPTEMBER
The PTA is holding their AGM in the staff room on Tuesday 17th September at 7pm. All parents are
invited to attend and we would really love to see as many parents as possible show their support by
attending this meeting.

ALDI KIT FOR SCHOOLS PROMOTION
An opportunity to win £20,000 for your child’s school!
From 6th September, Aldi’s Kit for Schools promotion is giving 20 primary schools the
chance to win £20,000 to kick-start a health legacy for their school. What’s more, every
school who enters by completing their Aldi’s Kit for Schools poster will also receive an
exclusive school sports kit!
How it Works
Every time you spend over £30 in any Aldi store you’ll receive a Team GB sticker. Send the sticker into school
to help complete our poster. Once complete with 300 stickers, we will send the poster back to Aldi to receive
an exclusive sports kit and to be in with a chance to win £20,000 for our school.
Yours sincerely

Mrs J Di-Pede
Headteacher
UPCOMING DATES AND ADVANCE NOTICE
2019
Tuesday 17th September
Monday 23rd September
Wednesday 2nd October
Monday 28 October – Friday 1 November
Friday 20th December

PTA AGM in the staffroom at 7pm
Staff Training Day
Harvest Festival at St Mary’s Church
Parents’ Evening – more information to follow
Half Term Holiday
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm

2020
Monday 6th January
Monday 17th – Friday 21st February
Friday 3rd April

Spring Term starts
Half Term Holidays
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm

Monday 20th April
Wednesday 29th April – Friday 1st May
Friday 8th May
Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May
Friday 17th July
Monday 23rd July

Summer Term Starts
Yr 4 Osmington Bay visit
May Day Holiday
Half Term Holidays
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm
Staff Training Day

Please note that more information will be sent home via ParentMail and the Newsletter.
2 further training days are to be taken and you will be notified of these dates in due course.

SCHOOL CLUBS
LUNCHTIME TENNIS CLUB AND AFTER SCHOOL TENNIS CLUB
Monday Lunchtime Tennis Club usually take place on a Monday lunchtime with Chris Biddle and
costs £1 per session. Friday after-school Tennis Club takes place from 3.10 – 4.10pm. The cost is
£3.50 per session. WE ARE AWAITING CONFIRMATION OF WHEN TENNIS CLUBS WILL START
AND WILL ADVISE IN DUE COURSE.
If your child is interested in either of these clubs then payment should be placed in a sealed envelope marked with
your child’s name, class and Lunchtime or Monday Tennis Club. You can also go to the link below to book online:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dFFuSmMxU3M2UUtaX2JnVzNaOWVVZlE6MQ#gid=0
If your child would like to have a go then the first session is free. If they would like to join midway through the term,
then that is possible but the remainder of the term is payable.
CHESS CLUB
Mr Watts will be running his Chess Club again every Wednesday lunchtime from next Wednesday, 11th
September. This is a free club available to children in Years 2, 3 and 4 which starts at 12.30pm in the
French room.

Ferndown First School

SCHOOL CLUBS - AUTUMN TERM 2019
Name of Club

Day

Time/Dates

Cost/Contact Details

* Chris Biddle –
Tennis Club
(All Years)

Monday

Lunchtime

£1 per session
Chris Biddle - 07930 569342 or
www.ferndowntennisclub.org.uk

**EduBoxTM
Singing & Musical
Theatre Club
All Years

Monday

THIS CLUB IS PROVISIONAL
We are seeking expressions of interest in this club first before days,
times and further information is confirmed to parents. If you would
like to register your child’s interest then please email
office@fernfirst.dorset.sch.uk by Tuesday 10th September.

Danny Thomas
Football Club
(Years 1 & 2)

Tuesday

3.15 – 4.15pm

Book direct through:
www.dannythomascoachingacademy.co.uk

Karate Club
(Years R – 4)

Tuesday

3.05 – 4.15pm

£3.50 per session – pay at the door
Contact Roxie Ttoffali through school office.

Chess Club
(Years 2, 3 & 4)

Wednesday

FREE – Mr Watts

Danny Thomas –
Football Club
(Years 3 & 4)

Wednesday

Lunchtime
12.30 - French
Room
3.15 – 4.15pm

**EduBoxTM
Ukulele Club
All Years

Thursday

* Chris Biddle –
Tennis Club
(Years 2, 3 & 4)
Danny Thomas Dodgeball Club
(Years 2, 3 & 4)

Friday

Friday

3.05 – 4.00pm

**EduBoxTM
Recorder Club
All Years

Friday

THIS CLUB IS PROVISIONAL
We are seeking expressions of interest in this club first before days,
times and further information is confirmed to parents. If you would
like to register your child’s interest then please email
office@fernfirst.dorset.sch.uk by Tuesday 10th September.

Book direct with Danny Thomas – as above.

THIS CLUB IS PROVISIONAL
We are seeking expressions of interest in this club first before days,
times and further information is confirmed to parents. If you would
like to register your child’s interest then please email
office@fernfirst.dorset.sch.uk by Tuesday 10th September.
3.10 – 4.10pm
£3.50 per session
Contact Chris Biddle – as above to register.

Book through Danny Thomas – as above.

* Chris Biddle Tennis – Start date to be confirmed

** EduBoxTM Singing & Musical Theatre, Ukulele and Recorder clubs are provisional clubs. Please
see more information in the Newsletter regarding how to register your child’s interest. More
information will be provided to parents in due course.

