
 

Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  
YEAR 1 - HAVE TOYS ALWAYS BEEN THE SAME? 

(6 WEEKS) 
                         Learning Challenge Questions  

Do we have the same favourite 
toys as our grandparents had? 

 

What were toys like 
100 years ago? 

Can we still learn to 
play with old toys? 

How can we 
sort toys? 

What would your toys 
be like without 

batteries? 

What would you choose – old or 
new toys? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

National Curriculum  
Using the core text ‘Dogger’ by Shirley Hughes, children will: 

 Develop their understanding of how a character’s feelings can change 
through a story and extend their knowledge of different feeling words.  

 Retell the story orally, in full sentences, using time adverbials and feeling 
words. Then, using a story map, children will rewrite the story of Dogger.  

 Write an information text about toys from today and in the past including 
the word ‘because’ to explain ideas. 

 
Year 1 will also enjoy a story making week based around the book ‘10 Rubber 
Ducks’ by Eric Carle. Children will learn the story, change at least one part and re write it. 
 

As historians, children will use words such as ‘old, ‘new’, ‘very old’ and ‘a long time ago’ to describe 
and compare objects. They will explain why certain objects were different in the past, e.g, irons, music 
systems and televisions. Children will consider differences between modern toys and toys from 100 
years ago. 
 

As scientists, children will continue to develop their understanding of the properties of different materials 
and will carry out simple experiments with toy cars. We will celebrate British Science Week by learning 
about Isaac Newton and carry out an exciting rocket experiment. 
 
As artists, children will be improving their observational drawing skills using pencils, chalks and crayons to 
draw pictures of toys.  

Music PE PSHE (Changing Me) RE ICT 

  Listen & Compose 
BBC Ten Pieces 

Storm Interlude – 
Benjamin Britten. 

 
 

Sending and 
returning. 

Dance. 
Gym.  

Children will consider life cycles and how their bodies have 
changed since they were a baby. Children will learn about 
how boys and girls are different and the correct names for 

body parts that make boys and girls different. 

Christianity: Easter 
Key Question: Why was Jesus 

welcomed like a king or 
celebrity by the crowds on 

Palm Sunday? 

iProgram 
Creating and following 

algorithms. Programming physical 
and virtual toys. 



 

Have toys always been the same? Home Learning 
 
Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. It should also support you to practise the skills which you need to improve and develop 
your understanding of the topics you are learning about in school. We want you to love learning and we look forward to seeing how you tackle 

some of these tasks. 
 

 
As a reader and 
writer 

 
Retell the story of 
Dogger using 
pictures to show 
each of the main 
events. 

Could you write a 
story where 
somebody loses 
their favourite toy? 
How do they feel? 
How are they 
reunited? 

Write about what 
happened to 
Dogger from the 
time he was lost to 
the time he was 
found on the Toy 
Stall. 

Imagine that you had 
just found Dogger on 
the Toy Stall. How 
would you explain to 
the lady running the 
stall that Dogger was 
your toy? 

Create a 'Lost' poster to show 
people that your favourite toy 
is missing. 
 

 
As a 
Mathematician 

 
Practice counting in 
10s to 120 forwards 
and backwards. 
 

Answer questions 
using 10x table 
facts, e.g. If I 
counted in 10s 
from 0, 5 times, 
which number 
would I be on? 

 
Practice counting 
forwards and 
backwards to and 
from 40. 

 
How many ways can 
you find 20 using 
addition and 
subtraction 
calculations? 

 
Create part-part whole 
diagrams for numbers up to 
40. 

 
As an artist and 
designer 

 
Paint/draw a picture 
of your favourite part 
of the story. 

Draw a new 
costume for a child 
entering the Fancy 
Dress Parade. 

Dogger is 'soft' 
and 'brown'. Can 
you think of other 
adjectives to 
describe him? 

 
 
Draw a map to show the different events and activities 
taking place during the summer fair. 

 

 
 
 
As a creator 

One of the stalls at 
the summer fair lets 
you guess the weight 
of the cake. Can you 
guess the weight of 
different items 
correctly? 

 
Can you set up a toy stall at home? 
Make price labels for all of your toys and 
pretend to sell them to your family. Use 
real coins! 

 

Set up a treasure hunt where you hide an item and 
have to give instructions / clues to somebody else to 
help them find it. 

 
As a musician and 
dancer 

Look at the 
illustration of Bella in 
bed with her toys. 
Sing the song 'Ten in 
a Bed'. 

Follow the link http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02b5b25 and watch a full orchestral 
performance of 'Storm' Interlude from Britten's 'Peter Grimes' by the BBC National Orchestra of 

Wales, conducted by Thomas Søndergård. Do you like the music? What does it make you think 
of? Can you paint a picture to show what it makes 

 you think of?   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02b5b25

