
Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  

YEAR 1 – WHAT WOULD ALIENS THINK 
OF LIFE ON PLANET EARTH?  (6 WEEKS) 

    Learning Challenge Questions   

What materials can 
you use to make 

clothes for Beegu? 

How can the aliens stay 
dry in the rain? 

What materials 
would make a good 
house for the aliens 

to live in? 

How can we stay safe 
whilst building a house?  

Can you change the 
shape of all materials 

with your hands? 

What’s the difference 
between jelly and 

chocolate? 
 
 

  
 

National Curriculum  
Using the core text ‘Beegu’, by Alexis Deacon, children 
will 

 retell the story using simple sentences and use 
sentences that start with a capital letter and end 
with a full stop.  

 use time adverbials (After that…The next day…At 
last) to help them sequence their narrative writing.  

 proof read their own writing to check it makes 
sense.   

 write a recount of their experience making a 
simple shelter and about the materials used. 
 

As scientists, children will identify and name a variety of everyday materials, 
including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water and rock. They will group together a 
variety of everyday materials on the basis of their simple physical properties and use 
their knowledge to design a new shelter to keep the aliens dry.  
 
As designers, children will consider the question ‘What else could the three little 
pigs have made their house from?’ Children will draw and label their designs for 
the house and develop their cutting and joining skills.  
 

Music PE PSHE RE ICT 

 Children will be learning to play notes 
on the ocarina and working towards 

performing ‘Twinkle Twinkle Little Star’ 

Outdoors: Sending/returning 
with links to invasion games. 

Football/Rugby  
Dance 

 

Dreams and Goals: Children will 
set a goal and work out how to 

achieve it.  
 

 

Christianity: Was it always 
easy for Jesus to show 

friendship?  

Children will continue 
to practise their typing 
skills and think about 
keeping safe online.  

 
 



Home Learning 
Why would aliens think of life on planet Earth? 

 
Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. It should also support you to practise the skills which you need to improve and 
develop your understanding of the topics you are learning about in school. We want you to love learning and we look forward to seeing 
how you tackle some of these tasks. 

 
As a reader and 
writer 

 
Write a list of all the planets.  

 
Can you make up an 
alien word for each 
letter of the 
alphabet?  

 
How many other 
books about aliens 
can you find to 
read?  
Visit the Library! 

 
If you could 
visit a planet, 
which one 
would you visit 
and why?  

 

 
Find out some 
information about a  
famous astronaut.  

 
As a 
Mathematician 

 
Find and describe common 
2D shapes using their 
properties, e.g. a square has 
4 equal sides and corners. 

 
Practise drawing 
common 2D shapes 
and then folding 
them to find half.  
How does this 
change their 
properties? 

 
Make a pattern by 
repeating a 
particular 
arrangement of 2D 
shapes, size and 
colour. 

 
Look for 2D shapes in everyday 
objects.  Experiment with looking at it 
from different angles to see if you see 
different shapes, e.g. a tin of soup has 
a circle when viewed from the top.  
How many shapes can you find as you 
view your house from different 
angles? 

 
As an artist and 
designer 

 
 

Can you design a different 
front cover for the book 
‘Beegu’ by Alexus Deacon? 

 
 

Draw or paint your 
own solar system. 

 
 

Make an alien mask. 

 

Can you make a space scene in a shoe 
box? 

 
As a creator 

 
Can you make a spaceship 
or space station using junk 
modelling resources? 

 
Can you make your 
own telescope to 
help you see into 
space?  

 
Make an alien out 
of plasticine that 
can stand up. 

 
With the help of a grown up, can you 
make a sock puppet alien? 

 

As a musician 
and dancer. 

 
Go on a listening walk and 
listen for sounds at night 
time.  

 
Go on a listening 
walk and listen for 
sounds in the town.  

 
Can you find a 
piece of  music that 
reminds you  
of space? 

 
Can you write a simple song about 
space? 

 


