
Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  
YEAR 1 – WHY ARE HUMANS NOT LIKE TIGERS? 

(6 WEEKS) 
                          Learning Challenge Questions   

Why do we call 
some animals 

‘wild’? 

What would you 
ask a zoo keeper? 

Why would it not 
be sensible for all 
animals to live in 

England? 

How are we 
humans different 

from most 
animals? 

What do we mean 
by carnivore, 
herbivore and 

omnivore? 

What do we need 
to do to keep our 

pets happy? 

Who are the 
minibeasts that live in 
our school grounds? 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

National Curriculum 
As readers and writers, children will use core text ‘Bog Baby’ by 
Jeanne Willis, to 

 retell the story using simple sentences 

 consolidate their understanding that one sentence  
            has one idea 

 use capital letters and full stops for every sentence 

 use capital letters for people’s names.   

 understand the difference between a story and a    
      non-fiction text. 

 write a simple ‘animal’ fact file.  

 label pictures with nouns and adjectives.  
 
As scientists, children will identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. Children will use the terms carnivore, omnivore and 
herbivore to describe different animals. Basic parts of the body will be named and identified 
and children will say which body part is associated with each sense. 
 
As designers, children will be answering the question ‘What could be in our fruit salad? 
Children will consider different fruit that could be used and where the fruit comes from.  
 
As artists, children will look carefully at their own face and create a self-portrait. To show their 
understanding that animals and humans are different, children will create an expressive dance 
to show their learning. 

Music PE PSHE RE ICT 

 Children will be developing 
their listening to and identifying 

sounds through the BBC 
Schools Radio programme 

‘Music Food Fest’. 

Gym: Travelling. 
Controlling the body 

and simple 
movements. 

Games: Travelling 
with a ball.   

Being Me in My World. 
Children will consider what is 
needed to make our school a 

successful place 

Christianity. The creation Story. 
Does God want Christians to 

look after the world? 

Children will be introduced to the 
term ‘algorithm’ as a set of 

instructions that can be followed 
to complete a task. 



 

Why Are Humans Not Like Tigers?- Home Learning 
 

Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. It should also support you to practise the skills which you need to improve and 
develop your understanding of the topics you are learning about in school. We want you to love learning and we look forward to 
seeing how you tackle some of these tasks. 
 

As a reader and 
writer 

Write a list of all the animals 
you know. 

Can you make a list 
of animals for each 

letter of the 
alphabet? 

Write interesting 
facts about your 
favourite animal. 

If you could be 
an animal 
which one 
would you 
choose? 

Explain why. 

Make up a new 
animal. What is it 

called? What does it 
look like? Where 

does it live? 

As a 
Mathematician 

Remember the number of 
days in a week and months 

in a year. 

Read the time on an 
analogue clock to 

the nearest hour and 
half past. 

Draw the hands on 
a clock to show the 
time to the nearest 
hour or half past. 

Draw clocks to 
show the times 

of different 
parts of your 

day, e.g. 
waking up and 
going to bed. 

Make a clock face 
with a moving 

mechanism for the 
hands. 

As an artist and 
designer 

Paint/draw a picture of your 
favourite animal. 

Look at different 
animal skin patterns 

and paint a picture of 
them. 

Make an animal 
mask. 

Use a shoe box to create an 
environment animals might live in. It 
could be under the sea, the desert or 
underground.  Create animals to go 

into the environment. 

As a creator Make a play dough animal 
that can stand up. 

Make an animal 
collage. 

Make a basket to 
take an animal to 

the vet. 

With the help of a grown up, make 
your own puppet animal. Remember 
to create a design to follow. 

 

As a musician 
and dancer 

 
Can you find a piece of 

music that reminds you of 
an elephant, bird or snake? 

 
Choose an animal. 
Choreograph your 
own animal dance. 

 
Listen to ‘The Carnival of the Animals (Le carnaval des 

animaux)’ by the French composer Camille Saint-Saëns. 
Which part reminds you of which animals? Why? Can you 

move in a different way to each part of the music? 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camille_Saint-Sa%C3%ABns

