
Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  

YEAR 1 – WHY CAN’T A PENGUIN LIVE IN THE 
DESERT? (6 WEEKS) 

                          Learning Challenge Questions   

Why does Sunny 
live in the Kalahari 

desert? 

Which animals live 
in cold places like 

the North and 
South Poles? 

How do polar 
bears keep warm? 

What do we mean 
by hot and cold 

places? 

Why do people like 
going to cold 

places for their 
holidays? 

Why do we wear 
different clothes in 

summer and 
winter? 

How can we create 
a penguin dance?  

 
 
 

  
 

National Curriculum  
Using the core text ‘Lost and found’ by Oliver Jeffers, children will  
 

 retell the story using simple sentences.  

 consolidate their understanding that one sentence has one 
idea and starts with a capital letter and ends with a full stop.  

 use capital letters for the personal pronoun ‘I’ and for special 
names and places.  

 use time adverbials (After that…The next day…At last) to help 
sequence their writing. 

 use ‘and’ to join two sentences together.  

 write simple fact files about penguins. 
 

As geographers, identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and 
the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North 
and South Poles. To develop their learning further, children will also be answering the 
question ‘Where do the leaves go in winter?’ 
 
As artists, children will learn how to mix primary colours together to make secondary 
colours. They will explore adding white and black to make different shades of a colour. 
Children will apply their skills to painting a picture using either ‘hot’ or ‘cold’ colours. In 
response to firework night, children will consider how different size brushes can be 
selected to create different effects. 

Music PE PSHE RE ICT 

 Children will be learning to sing 
Christmas themed songs to 

perform to parents on  
Tuesday 18

th
 December  

at 2.30pm. 

Gymnastics: Linking 
movements together.  

Outdoor Games – 
Travelling with and 

passing the ball.  

Celebrating Difference. 
Children will consider how 
everyone is different and 

difference is to be respected. 

Christianity: Nativity Story. 
What gift would I have given 

to Jesus if he had been born in 
my town, not Bethlehem? 

Children will start to think 
about how to keep safe on 

the internet. They will also be 
practicing their typing skills.  



 

Home Learning 
Why can’t a penguin live in the desert? 

 
Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. It should also support you to practise the skills which you need to improve and 
develop your understanding of the topics you are learning about in school. We want you to love learning and we look forward to 
seeing how you tackle some of these tasks. 
 

 
As a reader and 
writer 

 
Write lists of all the animals 
you know that live in hot 
and cold countries.  

 
Can you make a list 
of countries for each 
letter of the 
alphabet? 

 
How many other 
Oliver Jeffers 
books can you find 
to read?  
Visit the Library! 

 
Find out some information about 
the author Oliver Jeffers. 
Create simple lists of the things 
Oliver Jeffers likes to do besides 
write books! 
 

 

 
As a 
mathematician 

 
Use flash cards to practice 
and memorise the 
multiplication facts for the  
2x table. 
 

 
Order a set of 4 
numbers and answer 
questions on which is 
greater, greatest, 
smaller and smallest.  

 
Practice counting 
forwards and 
backwards to and 
from 20. 

 
How many ways can you find 10 
using addition and subtraction 
calculations?  Create part-part 
whole diagrams for numbers up to 
20. 

 

 
As an artist and 
designer 

 
Can you design a different 
front cover for the book 
‘Lost and Found’ by Oliver 
Jeffers? 

 
Look at pictures of 
meerkats moving in 
different ways. Draw 
a picture to show 
how they move.  

 
Look at pictures of 
penguins moving 
in different ways. 
Draw a picture to 
show how they 
move. 

 

Practice mixing hot and cold colours. 
Paint a snowy picture. Paint a desert 
picture. 

 
As a creator 

 

 
Can you make an animal out 
of clay, salt dough or 
plasticine? 

 
 

Can you make a 
friend for the 
penguin using junk 
modelling resources? 

 
 

Can you make a 
home for the 
penguin? 

 

Can you make an arctic or a dessert 
scene in a shoe box? 

 
As a musician and 
dancer 

 
Can you write a simple song 
about winter to a tune you 
already know?  
 

 
Go on a listening 
walk and listen for 
winter sounds.  

 
 Listen to ‘The Carnival of the Animals (Le Carnaval des 
Animaux)’ by the French composer Camille Saint-Saëns. 
Which part reminds you of which animals? Why? Can you 
move in a different way to each part of the music?  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camille_Saint-Sa%C3%ABns

