
 

Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  
YEAR 2 – WHY DID THE TITANIC SINK? 

(6 WEEKS) 
                         Learning Challenge Questions  

What was the 
Titanic and why do 

we talk about it 
today? 

What can you find 
out about some of 

the people who 
were on board? 

How can you recreate 
the events of the 

sinking of the 
Titanic? 

What materials 
have been used to 
build the school? 

Which type of 
music and dances 
did the passengers 

enjoy? 

How long did it 
take for an iceberg 

to melt? 

What was different 
about being a first 

or third class 
passenger? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Curriculum  
Using the core text ‘Traction Man’ by Mini Grey, children will 

 consider what qualities a ‘super hero’ needs.  

 consider whether or not Traction Man is a superhero or 
not and find evidence in the text to support their view 
point.  

 plan a new adventure for Traction Man and Scissors. 

 use expanded noun phrases, verbs and adjectives to add 
interest and excitement to their writing. 

 children will read and discuss different machine poems. 

 write a simple report about materials using the 
conjunction ‘because’ to explain.   

 
As historians, children will consider and find out about the sinking of the Titanic as a 
significant historical event beyond living history.  They will find out about what life was 
like on board, who would have been sailing on the ship and differences for first, second 
and third class passengers. On the 30th January children will be taking part in a ‘Titanic’ 
workshop led by the Sea City Museum Southampton.  
 
As scientists and designers, children will secure and apply their knowledge of properties 
of different materials to answer the question ‘How will we float our boats?’ 
 
As geographers, children will consider some basic features of a small area of the United 
Kingdom – Southampton.  

Music                  PE PSHE RE ICT 

  Learn to play an instrument - 
Recorder. 

 
 
 

Outdoor: 
Sending/Returning Skills 

for tennis.  
Gym: Paired Balances. 

Dreams and Goals: 
Children will set a goal 
and work out how to 

achieve it. 

Islam: Prayer at home. 
Key Question: Does praying at 

regular intervals every day help a 
Muslim in his/her everyday life? 

iSearch 
Using the web to find 

things out. 



Home Learning 
Why did the Titanic Sink? 

Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. It should also support you to practise the skills which you need to improve and develop your 
understanding of the topics you are learning about in school. We want you to love learning and we look forward to seeing how you tackle some of 
these tasks. 

 
As a reader 
and writer 

 
Write lists of the 
names of cruise ships 
that are in service 
today. 

 
Can you find out 
what the word 
‘Titanic’ means? 

 
Imagine you were on board the Titanic. Can 
you write a letter explaining what the Titanic 
was like inside? What did you think about it? 
 
 

 
Can you make a poster 
advertising the Titanic? 
What words and pictures 
would you use?  
 
 

 
As a 
mathematician 

 
Name and describe 
common 3D shapes 
using their properties, 
e.g. a cube has 6 
square faces and 8 
vertices. 

Look for 3D shapes 
in everyday objects.  
Create a table of 3D 
shapes you can find 
in your kitchen 
which have flat 
surfaces or curved 
surfaces. 

 
Make a pattern by 
repeating a 
particular 
arrangement of 3D 
shapes, size and 
colour. 

Experiment with 
creating circles, semi 
circles and quarter 
circles.  How do the 
properties of a circle 
change as you half or 
quarter it? 

 
Create a sculpture using 
3D objects. 

 
As an artist 
and designer 

 
 
Practice mixing cold 
colours using blues, 
greens and whites. 

 
 
Can you paint an 
icy sea picture with 
icebergs? 

 

Draw or paint a picture of someone who was 
sailing on the Titanic. What clothes might 
they have been wearing?  

 

Using a world map, can 
you show the route the 
Titanic took from 
Southampton to New 
York? 

 
As a creator 

 
 
Can you make a ship’s 
wheel? 

 
 
Can you make a 
model life boat? 
What do you think 
should be in the life 
boat? 

 

Can you make a model of the Titanic? You could use junk modelling, 
paper, card or even Lego. Take a photograph of your model or bring it 
to school. 

 
As a musician 
and dancer 

 
Practice a dance that 
people might have 
been doing on the 
Titanic.  

 
What sort of music 
would have been 
playing on the 
Titanic?  

 

Listen to James Horner’s composition ‘Hymn to the Sea’. How does the 
music make you feel? What instruments can you hear? Can you paint a 
picture while you listen to the song? 

 


