
Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  
YEAR 2 – WHY WERE NEIL ARMSTRONG AND 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS BRAVE PEOPLE?(6WEEKS) 

               Learning Challenge Questions   

What would 
we need to 
take us on a 
voyage of 
discovery? 

Who was 
Christopher 

Columbus? Why do 
we talk about him 

today? 

What would it 
be like to be a 

spaceman? 

Who do you know 
that’s famous and 
what can you find 
out about them? 

What can you 
find out about 

Tim Peake? 

Why would 
Christopher 

Columbus’ voyages 
have been very 

dangerous? 

How did Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 

Armstrong make our 
world a better place? 

 National Curriculum  
Using the core text ‘Man on the Moon’ by Simon Bantrum’, children will 

 understand that sentences can have different functions.  

 write a set of instructions about how to fly to the moon and rules 
for visiting the moon.  

 add time adverbials and command verbs to their instructions. They 
will then create an information text about Tim Peake. 

 use conjunctions to extend sentences.  

 use time adverbials to organise and sequence their writing around 
a ‘day in the life of an alien’  

 write a space counting poem that includes descriptive words and 
expanded noun phrases to add dramatic effect.  

 
As historians, children will use a variety of sources to learn about the significant events in the lives 
of Neil Armstrong and Christopher Columbus. Children will consider the similarities between both 
men and why they both had such an impact.  
 
As scientists, children will answer the question: ‘How will 5 a day keep me healthy?’ Children 
will find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans (water, food and 
air). They will describe the importance of exercise, hygiene and eating the right types of food. 
 
 
 

Music PE PSHE RE ICT 

   Children will be learning to 
sing Christmas themed songs 

to perform to parents on  
Tuesday 18

th
 December 

2.30pm 

Gym: Focus on travelling, 
including apparatus. 

Outdoor games: 
Throwing and catching. 

Celebrating ‘Difference’: 
Children will consider how 
everyone is different and 

difference is to be respected. 

Christianity at Christmas. 
Jesus as a gift from God. 

Why did God give Jesus to 
the world? 

Children will continue to use 
visual programming language. 

Using context of art and 
drawing, children will develop 

simple animations. 



Home Learning   
Why were Neil Armstrong and Christopher Columbus brave people?  

Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. It should also support you to practise the skills which you need to improve and 
develop your understanding of the topics you are learning about in school. We want you to love learning and we look forward to 
seeing how you tackle some of these tasks. 
 

As a reader and 
writer 
 

Write a list of questions 
that you would like to 
ask Christopher 
Columbus or Neil 
Armstrong. 

Can you write a 
postcard from the 
International Space 
Station? What would 
you say you were 
doing and what could 
you see? 

Can you write a ‘blurb’ 
for your favourite story 
book? 

 

Find out about the moon. 
Create a presentation about 
your learning.  

 
As a 
mathematician 

Use flash cards to 
practise and memorise 
the multiplication facts 
for the 2x, 5x and 10x 
tables. 

Sort numbers under 
100 into odd and even 
numbers. 

Practise counting in 
multiples of 2s, 5s and 
10s. 
 

How many ways can you find 
20 using addition and 
subtraction calculations? 

 
As an artist and 
designer 

Draw the things that 
you would take if you 
were going to the space 
station for 1 month. 

Can you create a 
different front cover 
for ‘The Man on The 
Moon’ book? 

Create a painting of the 
moon’s surface. How 
will you show the 
craters and rocks? 
What could you use?  

Make a moon buggy out of 
Lego. Explain what special 
features you have included.  

 
As a creator 

Can you make a space 
rocket out of things you 
can find at home?  

Choose a planet. Find 
out about it and create 
a collage of the planet 
in space. 

Find out about a space 
helmet that astronauts 
have to wear. What 
does it have to be able 
to do? What parts does 
it have?  

Make your own astronaut’s 
helmet. 

As a musician and 
dancer. 

Write a poem about space or your favourite planet. Gustav Holst created the best-known composition 
The Planets nearly 15 years before Pluto was 
discovered! Listen to The Planets and paint a picture 
of the planets or space as you listen to the music.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nz0b4STz1lo

