
Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  

YEAR 3 –   HOW DID THE VICTORIAN PERIOD 

HELP SHAPE FERNDOWN? (6 WEEKS) 

                          Learning Challenge Questions   

What made people 
come and settle in 

Ferndown? 

How did people 
travel to and from 

Ferndown? 

What was the impact 
of the industrial 

revolution? 

What was a day in the life 
of a child like in 1901? 

 

What were some of the key 
inventions of the Victorian 

period? 

  
 

National Curriculum 
Using the core text ‘Alice in Wonderland’ by Lewis Carroll, children will: 

 Explore the view point of Alice at key points in the story, including 
the Mad Hatter’s tea party and meeting Caterpillar.  

 Retell selected events from Alice’s point of view.  

 Write a set of instructions about how to make jam tarts and hold a 
‘Mad Hatter’s Tea Party’. 

 Read and write shape poems based on the White Rabbit.  

 Write a short non-fiction text about Victorian life. 
  
As historians, children will consider how the Victorian period helped shape Ferndown. Key 
inventions of the Victorian period will be explored which still have a significant impact on us 
today – such as the London underground, the light bulb, the gramophone and jelly babies! 
Children will role play a day in the life of a Victorian child at school.  
 
As scientists, children will observe how magnets attract or repel each other and attract some 
materials and not others. They will compare and group together a variety of everyday materials 
on the basis of whether they are attracted to a magnet, and identify some magnetic materials. 
Children will understand magnets as having two poles. British Science Week will be 
recognised through children learning about Robert Stevenson who invented the steam engine 
and taking part in an exciting experiment about ‘Balloon Cars’! 
 
As designers, children will explore how some of the famous bridges in the world have been 
constructed. Children will apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce 
more complex structures as they make their own bridges.  

Music PE PSHE (Changing Me) RE ICT 

Listen & Compose 
BBC Ten Pieces – Connect 

It - Anna Meredith 

Net and wall 
games – rallies. 
Country Dance 

Children will learn about key changes that humans face 
as they grow into adulthood and how their bodies 

change. They will learn about how a baby grows inside 
the mother. 

Christianity. Easter: 
Forgiveness 

What is ‘good’ about Good 
Friday? 

 

iSafe  
Staying safe online. 



Home Learning - How did the Victorian period help shape Ferndown?  
 
Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. It should also support you to practise the skills which you need to improve and 
develop your understanding of the topics you are learning about in school. We want you to love learning and we look forward to seeing 
how you tackle some of these tasks. 
 

 
As a reader 
and writer 

 
 
Write a diary entry for 
the point of view of 
Alice. 

 
 
Imagine you could drink a magic potion that 
made you small. Can you write a story about 
what you would do? 
 

 
 
We should never drink potions or medication 
that is not prescribed for us. Can you create a 
safety poster to help children remember this? 

 
As a 
Mathematician 

 
Use flash cards to 
practice and 
memorise the 
multiplication facts 
for the 4x table. 
 

 
 
Answer division 
questions for facts 
from the 4x table. 

Use your knowledge 
of adding and 
subtracting 100s to a 
3 digit number to 
help you add and 
subtract 99 and 101, 
90 and 110. 
e.g. 342 + 100 = 442 
342 + 99 = 441 
 

Investigate adding the 
digits in multiples of 3, 
e.g. 12 (1+2), 45 (4+5).  
What do you notice?  
How could you use 
this to say which of 
these numbers will be 
a multiple of 3, 345, 
971, 124, 988? 

Write word problems 
which involve using 
facts from the 4 times 
table.  Challenge 
yourself to write a 
two- step problem 
which uses 4x table 
facts and either 
addition or 
subtraction. 

 
As an artist 
and designer 

 
Design a poster advertising a potion that can 
make you small. What can you include on 
your poster? 

 
Design a new front 
cover for the book 
Alice In Wonderland. 

 
Can you create a comic strip version of the 
story of Alice in Wonderland? 
 

 
As a creator 

Can you design a 
bridge that holds a 
500g bag of sugar? 
Make your bridge 
and bring it in or take 
a photograph of it. 
 

 
Can you create a model of part of the Alice in Wonderland story? You could recreate the scene 
of the Mad Hatter’s tea party, Alice joining a game of croquet with the Queen of Hearts or Alice 
growing large and getting stuck in the house. 

 
As a musician 
and dancer 

Watch the clip: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1KCk7p6HMd3wyX6LqndjZbj/connect-it-by-anna-meredith 
In Anna Meredith's body percussion piece 'Connect It' a variety of rhythmic sounds and movements are passed between 
the performers. This musical effect is known as a canon. A canon is where two or more instruments, voices or sounds 
play the same music, but start at different times. Can you create your own piece of music that uses clapping, 
stamping and beat boxing?  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1KCk7p6HMd3wyX6LqndjZbj/connect-it-by-anna-meredith

