
 

Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  
YEAR 4 –   HOW DO WE HEAR THE MUSIC WE 

LOVE? (6 WEEKS) 
                         Learning Challenge Questions  

What caused 
that racket? 

How do your 
ears work? 

What do we mean by 
the pitch and volume 

of the sound? 

Does sound have the same 
intensity the further away 
you go from the source? 

 

What do we know 
about the way 

telephones work? 

How have telephones changed over 
time? 

  
 

National Curriculum  
Using the core text of ‘The Pied Piper of Hamelin’ originally 
published in 1842, children will  
 explore the rhyming tale and understand the key 

historical language it contains.  
 explore the characters of the Mayor and the Piper and 

their feelings at key points in the story.  
 add dialogue to show characters’ thoughts and feelings. 
 write their own version of the story, changing key parts.  
 write an explanation text about how we hear sounds 

using conjunctions in sentences.  
 

As scientists, children will identify how sounds are made and recognise that vibrations from 
sounds travel through a medium to the ear. Children will find patterns between the pitch of 
a sound and features of the object that produced it. 
 
Children will also develop their understanding of electricity through identifying common 
electrical appliances, constructing simple circuits including switches and finding out about 
common conductors and insulators. Children will draw on their learning to answer the 
question ‘How could we cope without electricity for one day?’ 
 
As geographers, children will consider the question ‘Where would you choose to build a 
city?’ Children will consider the common features of many European towns and cities and 
the relationship between the development of settlements and rivers. 
 

Music PE PSHE RE ICT 

 Listen & Compose 
BBC Ten Pieces: Short ride in a a 

fast machine – John Adams 
 

 

Netball – Marking and 
defending, 

intercepting. 
Gymnastics – focus on 
rise fall/high and low. 

Dreams and Goals: Children will 
set a goal and work out how to 

achieve it.  
 

Judaism: Passover 
Key Question: How important 
is it for Jewish people to do 
what God asks them to do? 

iConnect  
Computer networking incl 
using web browsers and 

search engines safely and 
effectively 



Home Learning 
How do we hear the music we love? 

Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. It should also support you to practise the skills which you need to improve and 
develop your understanding of the topics you are learning about in school. We want you to love learning and we look forward to seeing 
how you tackle some of these tasks. 

 
As a reader 
and writer 

 
Write a story about 
The Pied Piper of 
Ferndown.  

 
Compare the 
difference between 
Michael Morpurgo’s 
version and Robert 
Browning’s Poem. 

 
How many other 
Michael Morpurgo 
books can you think 
of? 

 
Find out some 
information about the 
author Michael 
Morpurgo. 

 
Find out all about the 
city of Hamelin. 
 

 
As a 
Mathematician 

Multiplication and 
division: 
Practice your ‘x’ table 
and division facts for 
rapid recall of all the 
‘x’ tables up to 12x12. 
 

Measure: 
Can you measure 
and find the area of 
surfaces/spaces 
around the house? 
 

Fractions: 
Can you draw pictures that show fractions, eg one quarter of the car is 
coloured blue, half of the car is yellow and the remaining quarter is 
green. 
 

As an artist 
and designer 

Design a new outfit 
for the Pied Piper. 

Paint the town of 
Hamelin.  

Create a 3D model 
of the Town Hall of 
Hamelin. 

Create a map based on the route The Pied Piper 
would have walked through Hamelin. 

As a creator Design a rat out of 
plasticine. 

Complete your own 
experiment using 
sound, such as 
vibrations on a 
drum. 

Design a cave that 
the Pied Piper took 
the children to, and 
make this out of 
junk modelling. 

Build a model village of Hamelin. 

As a musician 
and dancer 

 
Create a rap based on 
the Pied Piper. 
 

 
Create your own 
version of the poem 
and film yourself 
performing it.  

 
Using a musical instrument, create a song based on The Pied Piper. 

 

 


