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PAUL CLARKE - CHAIR OF GOVERNORS 
 
Paul is married with two children and is currently the Cluster Manager of a chain 
of Hallmark hotels in Bournemouth. He is also chair of the Bournemouth coastal 
BID. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
BOB HOOPER 
 
I work as a Senior Software Developer/Manager at a local company, which 
specialises in commercial computer systems for timber and builders’ merchants. 
  
I became a Governor back in 2001 when my children attended Ferndown First 
School and I served as Chair of Governors for 8 years from 2008 until 2016. 
  
My wife, Judy, is Finance and Admin Manager at Pavilion Dance South West in 
Bournemouth.  She was secretary of the PTA at Ferndown First School for many 

years.  My son works for the Ambulance Service in Lewes, while my daughter has recently graduated from 
the London College of Fashion. 
  
My main pastime, beyond travel, music and enjoying live performance of all kinds, is spending many an hour 
on my bike out in the wilds of the Dorset countryside (often ridiculously early on a Sunday morning!). 
 

LIF BISHOP 

I have recently retired and moved to Ferndown from Bedfordshire to enjoy the 
wonderful coastal scenery. Before I retired I worked as a Children’s Centre 
Group Manager running 3 centres overseen by a primary school.  
 
Prior to that, I set up and managed a Home-Start Scheme in Stevenage 
recruiting volunteers to support families with young children. I started my 
working life as an infant teacher and then moved abroad for five years.   
 
Following a career break when my own children were small, I moved into 
teaching early years studies at a further education college. Now I have retired I 
am keen to get involved in the local community and put my interest and 

experience of early years to good use by supporting Ferndown First School in the role of governor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
BOB ALMOND 

I moved to Ferndown just over 3 years ago from Leicester, to become the Minister of 
the United Church. I’ve always worked closely with local schools as part of my role, 
taking assemblies and supporting school activities. I’ve been a Governor previously, 
and feel that there is value in strengthening the links between the school and the 
wider community. 

I’m married to a teacher, and one of my two grown-up children works in the 
education sector, and I am convinced that helping children discover their full 
potential is vital for a healthy society. 

My interests include woodworking, DIY and I’ve wide experience in professional audio and sound systems, 
having run a small consultancy business for school and church AV installations 

 
 
 

CHRIS MORGAN 
 
It’s a privilege to serve on the Governing Board and to work with the School’s 
talented, ambitious and dedicated team. I’m committed to helping provide a 
thriving, dynamic school, to sustaining and building Ferndown’s good reputation 
and to continuing to raise standards. Above all, I’m committed to helping to 
ensure that all our children fulfil their potential and enjoy school.  

Throughout my career in the cultural sector, I’ve strived to create inspiring 
experiences that everyone can participate in and that spark curiosity, creativity and 
a joy of knowledge and learning. I’m now delighted to be doing this with the team 
at Ferndown First School. 

 

KATE SEARLE  

As a busy, working mum-of-three (two of whom currently attend Ferndown First 
School), I work as a Communications Manager in the health and social sector. 

I believe all children deserve the best opportunities in life and that schools should 
provide a safe environment for children, inspire a love of learning, support 
children in becoming well-rounded individuals and forever prepare them for 
moving forward into the next stage of their lives. It’s an honour therefore to have 
the opportunity to support Ferndown First School as a Governor. 

 
 
 

KRISTIE LOVEGROVE 
 
My name is Kristie Lovegrove. I am a class teacher at Ferndown First School and am 
currently teaching in year four. I have a degree in ancient, classical and medieval 
studies. In my spare time, I enjoy water sports, yoga and reading. I often volunteer 
at local events and believe that it is important to support the local community as 
much as possible. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



JO DI-PEDE - HEADTEACHER 
 
I knew I wanted to be a teacher from a very young age, when I was inspired by 
my first teacher at infant school in Bedford. I loved school and enjoyed every 
part of my schooling.  
 
I took A levels at Ferndown Upper School in 1989 before studying for a joint 
honours degree in Music and Education. After graduating, I worked for the John 
Lewis Partnership in London before starting a PGCE course at Exeter University. 
 
I have taught in four large schools during the past twenty one years in 
Bournemouth, Hampshire and Dorset.  
 
I first became a Staff Governor at Winton Primary School and joined the 

Governing Body at Ferndown First School when I took up my Deputy Headship in 2005. In January 2007, I 
was asked to take on the Acting Headship and was appointed substantive Headteacher in April 2007. 
 
Music is my passion and I love to sing. I am currently taking weekly piano lessons as I regret not learning to 
play properly when I was younger.  
 
 
 
NICKY WOOD – CLERK TO THE GOVERNORS 

 
After leaving Plymouth Polytechnic with a degree in Environmental Science, I 
undertook a PGCE and taught locally until I had my family. I returned to work as 
an administrator and Clerk to Governors at Upton Junior School. I have been the 
Clerk at Ferndown First School since 2016 and very much enjoy the role.  
 
In my spare time I like to go to comedy shows.  I also swim regularly and I 
recently took up ballroom dancing. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


