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Dear Parents

YEAR 1,2, 3 and 4 - PARENTS’ EVENING
Thank you to those parents who were able to attend our Parents’ Evening on
Wednesday. The event was very well supported.
If you were unable to meet with your child’s class teacher, please contact the
school office to arrange a mutually convenient appointment before half term.

ALEX TIMPSON ATTACHMENT SURVEY
Our school has joined the Alex Timpson Attachment and Trauma Programme. This is a
national programme that aims to raise understanding of the role of attachment and
trauma in children’s education; and, help schools to improve strategies to address the
needs of vulnerable children. The research is carried out by the Rees Centre, at the
University of Oxford.
A key element of the programme is a survey of selected children. Parents of children in Year 2 and Year 3
have already received information about this survey and have been given the opportunity to opt out. We
plan to begin the survey with children in Year 2 and Year 3 in the coming week. If parents have any further
questions, please speak with Mrs Cload, who is leading this project.

HARVEST FESTIVAL
Thank you to everyone who supported our Harvest Festival on Wednesday.
We had a wonderful service based around the theme of being grateful. Our
thanks also go to those parents who helped walk the children over to the
church.
We are pleased to advise that the donations received have now been sent to
the Bus Stop Club at the Heatherlands and offered to those families who
could benefit from food provision support.

RECYCLING NEWS
We are pleased to advise that the school has been able to make a fantastic donation of
£80 to the JTYAF as a result of our crisp packet recycling with Terracycle. We sent our first
box of crisps off at the start of April this year. Any further funds will be directed to the
school fund. Thank you for your continued support.

OCTOBER IS WALK TO SCHOOL MONTH!
Every October is International Walk to School Month – an opportunity for children to join hundreds of
thousands of pupils across the globe celebrating the walk to school’. We would like you to take this
opportunity to park the car away from school and walk a little further than you normally do – or walk the
whole way! Please use this as a valuable opportunity to remind your children of road safety.

SCHOOL REWARD SCHEME
We are pleased to advise that the following pupils are winners of the Golden Award tickets:
Jack – Year 2
Paige & Riley – Year 2
Jessica – Year 1

Bernie – Year 4
Isabella – Year 3
Dominik – Year 1

Well done to all those who were nominated and to those who won!

ROBIN HOOD - YEAR 4 MUSICAL PRODUCTION – BARRINGTON THEATRE
Mrs Di-Pede and Mr Watts have now auditioned children for the main parts in the Yr 4
performance of Robin Hood. We were very impressed with their level of talent and
confidence. It is going to make the decision making very difficult. We hope to be able to
let the children know the outcome of the auditions next week.
The performance is taking place at the Barrington Theatre during the morning on Friday
29th November. Please look out in future Newsletters for further information regarding this
event and how to purchase tickets.

NEW RECEPTION 2020 – HAVE YOU APPLIED FOR YOUR CHILD’S PLACE?
Parents of those children born between 1.9.15 and 31.8.16 can now apply for their child’s school place for
September 2020. Please go to the link at www.dorsetforyou.com/school-admissions and follow the
instructions for applying online. 15th January 2020 is the closing date for starting school for the first time
application.

IS YOUR CHILD DUE TO START MIDDLE SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2020? APPLY
FOR YOUR CHILD’S PLACE NOW
If your child is due to start or transfer to a Middle school in September 2020, you must apply for a school
place through the local authority where you live. For more information and to apply online, go to
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/apply-for-a-schoolplace/starting-junior-or-middle-school.aspx. Please note that the closing date for applications is 15th
January 2020. Parents will not receive the confirmed offer of their child’s place until 16th April 2020.

EYFS NEWS NEWS
Forest School will be taking place this term on the following dates:
RD - 11th October
RC - 18th October
RPS - 25th October
Parents are reminded that their children should have the following named
clothing in school, in a separate, named carrier bag on these days please: a top/jumper with long sleeves,
trousers and wellies.
PHONICS AND READING WORKSHOPS – WEDNESDAY 16TH OCTOBER
We would like to invite all EYFS parents to come and join us on Wednesday 16th
October at one of two informal workshops, where we will explain how we teach
early reading and phonics. This will also be a good opportunity for you to let us know how your child is
settling in to school.
The first session will be at 8.30am and the second at 2.30pm on the same day. Please confirm with your
child's class teacher which session you would like to attend.

HOT SCHOOL MEALS – ORDER VIA PARENTMAIL
Parents are advised that new menus and order forms are now available for completion via
ParentMail.
If you pay for your child’s meals, you will have received an invoice requesting payment. This
will be generated weekly and retrospectively.
Please be vigilant when completing your forms and ensure you have selected the right choice before
submitting, as amendments to orders cannot be made by parents or by the school. Thank you.
Parents are reminded that in most cases, we are not able to provide a meal, whether your child has forgotten
to bring their lunchbox into school or if you have not ordered your child a hot school meal. It is a parent’s
responsibility to ensure that their child’s lunch is provided for them and to place their child’s order
on time.

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT LESSONS
If you have any questions regarding instrumental lessons or class music provision, please
speak with either Miss Carlson or Mrs Di-Pede.
Drum Kit Tuition Taster Sessions (Year 3 and 4)
During the summer term the school was offered a professional drum kit for the children
to use. Of course, we gratefully accepted this generous gift. On Thursday 17th October
and Thursday 24th October, Pete Whitmarsh from Dorset Music Service will be holding
a taster drum kit tuition session after school for 20 mins for children in Years 3 and 4.
There will be NO CHARGE for this session.
There are only 3/4 spaces available on each session. If there is enough interest in these sessions then we
hope to be able to provide a drumming teacher to provide lessons.
If your child would like to take part in one of these taster sessions, please email the school at
office@fernfirst.dorset.sch.uk with their name and class to register their interest. Thank you.

CLUB NEWS
Thank you to those parents who have expressed an interest in their child taking part in additional after
school clubs.
Singing & Musical Theatre Club
Singing and Musical Theatre Club is now scheduled to start on Monday 14th October. If you are still
interested in securing a place for your child you MUST complete a registration form and then send it,
electronically, to the following address before the club starts on Monday 14th October so that your child is
registered with the company: office@educationbox.co
EYFS and KS1 Spanish Club – We can also confirm that we have sufficient numbers of children to run the
Spanish Club, which is due to start on Thursday 10th October. Any information for parents of those
children in Reception, Years 1 and 2 who have registered their child will be sent direct, via email, from the
Spanish tutor.

REMINDERS…..
READING DIARIES
Parents are requested to encourage their children to look after their Reading Diaries. These were only given
out at the beginning of term and there are some that are already looking rather tatty. The school will provide
one reading diary each year. Unfortunately, if the diary is lost or damaged beyond repair, a charge will be
made for a replacement.
UNIFORM and HAIRSTYLES
Parents are asked to ensure that their children wear the correct shoes in school. Shoes should be worn as
trainers are not permitted. As the weather gets cooler, please ensure your child is provided with a named
coat. Thank you. In line with our school uniform policy, parents are reminded any hair below collar length
should be tied up with a dark coloured band/hair fastener.
HEALTHY SNACKS & DRINKS
Our school is a healthy eating school. In line with our school policy, parents are reminded that named snack
pots should contain either fruit or a plain biscuit only. No other snacks should be sent into school. Drinks
bottles for use in class during the day should contain water only. They should not contain squash, juice or
fizzy drinks.

PTA NEWS
We have planned some exciting events for this term. Please see the dates for your diary below. More
information will be sent home to parents in due course giving further details:

After School Disco for Years 1 to 4
Reception children will take part in a mini-disco
before the end of the school day.
Wednesday 23rd October
Flyer coming home soon!

Bedtime Story Event
Thursday 5th December from 5.30 – 7pm
Yours sincerely

Mrs J Di-Pede
Headteacher

UPCOMING DATES AND ADVANCE NOTICE
2019
Monday 28 October – Friday 1 November
Friday 20th December

Half Term Holiday
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm

2020
Monday 6th January
Monday 17th – Friday 21st February
Friday 3rd April

Spring Term starts
Half Term Holidays
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm

Monday 20th April
Wednesday 29th April – Friday 1st May
Friday 8th May
Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May
Friday 17th July
Monday 20th July

Summer Term Starts
Yr 4 Osmington Bay visit
May Day Holiday
Half Term Holidays
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm
Staff Training Day

Please note that more information will be sent home via ParentMail and the Newsletter.
2 further training days are to be taken and you will be notified of these dates in due course.

EAST DORSET YEAR 3, 4 and 5 FUN RUN
Wednesday
23rd OCTOBER
AT ST MICHAEL’S
MIDDLE SCHOOL
4pm – 4.45pm
Year 3, 4 and 5 are invited to enter the EAST DORSET FUN RUN either as an
individual runner or as part of a school team. Teams are 3 runners of the same
gender from the same school. The fun run will be approximately 1km. Year 3 and 4
will compete together. Year 5 will be in a separate race. Please arrive at 3.45pm at
St Michaels on Wednesday 23rd October. Races start at 4pm.
To enter just go to the link https://doodle.com/poll/kqtixid2ikxziu9c
All you need to do is write child’s name and school and tick appropriate year group to enter

Organiser: Mrs Katrina Cole. School Games Organiser Katrina.ssco@btinternet.com
Schools will be told if event is cancelled.
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