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Dear Parents 
 

SCHOOL CLOSED FOR STAFF TRAINING – 2nd and 3rd DECEMBER 2019 

 
As part of our School Development Plan, we have identified curriculum design as a priority. We want to 
ensure the curriculum has appropriate breadth, that learning is well sequenced and that teaching helps 
children build knowledge and skills resulting in long-term retention of their learning. 
 
To help facilitate this development, we are providing staff with the opportunity to work with a 
representative from Chris Quigley Education.  
 
School will be closed to all pupils on Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd December 2019 for this training. 
 

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY – Thursday 10th October 

 
Another aspect of our School Development Plan is to continue to develop a whole 
school approach to promoting good mental health and wellbeing for children and 
staff, parents/carers and the wider community. 
 
It was World Mental Health Day on October 10th.  Children participated in a range of 
activities and discussions to promote good mental health. 
 

 EYFS – EYFS looked at faces and how they can sometimes be sad or happy.  The children then 
made their own faces - happy or sad.  We also looked at how sad or happy faces can sometimes 
indicate a person’s body language.   
 

 Year 1 – Year 1 watched a video on feelings, discussed the different feeling pictures and shared 
experiences of our feelings. 
 

 Year 2 - Year 2 sat down together for circle time and spoke about their feelings, what makes 
them smile and who they enjoy talking to. 

 

 Year 3 – We discussed the importance of keeping our minds healthy. Then we looked at an image 
of a seesaw and discussed questions about how our emotions can go up and down, and how we 
relax.  We also asked the question about whether children felt they had an adult in school they 
could talk to and gave advice if they felt they didn’t.   

 

 Year 4 – We discussed what we needed to do to keep our bodies and mind healthy. We looked at 
some things that are the same and some things that are different, for example drinking water, 
sleeping, healthy diet are similar but for our minds we need treats and have friends, be cared for 
and feel safe. We linked it to a character that is mentally unhealthy in our guided reading text 
Krindlekrax.  
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PLEASE SPEAK TO US FIRST! 
 
If you have a question about any aspect of your child’s education, you should speak with 
your child’s class teacher, in the first instance. Please don’t pay any attention to unhelpful 
rumour and playground gossip, which is unreliable and usually completely inaccurate.   
 
Talk to us if you have a question or a concern. Teachers are in the best position to help 
you. 

OIN OUR NEW 

WINDOW BROKEN 

 
Sadly, a window next to the school office entrance was broken at the weekend.  This was almost certainly 
deliberate and has been reported to the Police.  If anyone has any information regarding this please 
contact Mrs Di-Pede.  
 

 USE OF SCHOOL TOILETS  
 
The family toilets at this school are for the use of Ferndown First School pupils and their parents/carers 
and younger siblings.  Middle School and Upper School pupils are not permitted to use these facilities, 
unless accompanied by an adult. They should use the facilities available at their own schools. Thank you 
for you co-operation. 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN OUR NEW E-SAFETY TEAM?   
 
We are looking for two parents to join our new E-safety team. Mrs Hurst will be 
meeting once a half term to discuss computing and E-safety issues. She would 
like parents to share their views and take part in a discussion. The issues 
discussed during the meetings will be shared with other members of staff and 

parents to ensure all children are staying safe when online. If you would be interested, please contact the 
office or Mrs Hurst in Year 1.  Thank you. 

 
 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT WALK TO SCHOOL MONTH! 
 
Every October is International Walk to School Month – an opportunity for children to join hundreds of 
thousands of pupils across the globe celebrating the walk to school.  Although the weather hasn’t been 
kind to us, we would like you to continue to take this opportunity to park the car away from school and 
walk a little further than you normally do – or walk the whole way! Please use this as a valuable 
opportunity to remind your children of road safety.  
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SCHOOL REWARD SCHEME 
 

We are pleased to advise that the following pupils are winners of the Golden Award tickets:  
 

Ramsey – Year 1                                Megan  – Year 4 
Clayton – Year 1                                  Audrey  –   Reception   

Frankie – Year 1                             Liam – Year 2 
 

Well done to all those who were nominated and to those who won! 

 
 

NEW RECEPTION 2020 – HAVE YOU APPLIED FOR YOUR CHILD’S PLACE?   
 
Parents of those children born between 1.9.15 and 31.8.16 can now apply for their child’s school place for 
September 2020.  Please go to the link at www.dorsetforyou.com/school-admissions and follow the 
instructions for applying online.  15th January 2020 is the closing date for starting school for the first time 
application. 

 

IS YOUR CHILD DUE TO START MIDDLE SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2020? APPLY 
FOR YOUR CHILD’S PLACE NOW   
 
If your child is due to start or transfer to a Middle school in September 2020, you must apply for a school 
place through the local authority where you live.  For more information and to apply online, go to 
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/apply-for-a-school-
place/starting-junior-or-middle-school.aspx. Please note that the closing date for applications is 15th 
January 2020.  Parents will not receive the confirmed offer of their child’s place until 16th April 2020.   
 
 

EYFS NEWS NEWS   
 

The last session of Forest School will be taking place this term on the 
following date: 
 
RPS - 25th October 
 
Parents are reminded that their children should have the following named 
clothing in school, in a separate, named carrier bag on these days please:  a 

top/jumper with long sleeves, trousers and wellies. 
 
 

EYFS Reading and Phonics Workshop 
Thank you to all parents who attended our EYFS Reading and Phonics sessions this 
week. It was great to see so many parents able to join us to find out more about 
how to support their children with their reading journey. Please let us know of any 

other areas which you would like some advice and support around, so that we can look at planning further 
workshops. 
 
Fun with Phonics/Fun with Maths 
Thank you to all families who came along to our first Fun with Phonics session this week. We hope you 
enjoyed the activities and that you were able to take away some ideas to try at home. Next Thursday 
afternoon it will be Fun with Maths and we look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Parent Readers 
Thank you to our parent and grandparent readers who have spent time listening to our children reading 
this half term. This is incredibly valuable in giving our children extra support with their reading, and the 
EYFS team are very grateful for your commitment and time spent. 
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YEAR 4 NEWS   
 
As part of a ‘Generations Unite’ project, Mr Watts and Mrs Munday accompanied a small group of children 
to visit and socialise with some of the residents at Fernhill Care Home in Ringwood Road, Longham.  
 
Fernhill Care Home is specifically designed and dedicated to the needs of people living with dementia. For 
many of the residents, spending time with children is not only hugely enjoyable but promotes 
conversations and can bring back positive memories from the past.  
 
Children took part in some simple activities such as board games, puzzles, craft activities and shared 
reading.  We were made to feel very welcome and will be visiting the residents again, as part of this 
project.    
 
 

HOT SCHOOL MEALS – ORDER VIA PARENTMAIL  
 

Parents are advised that menus and order forms are available for completion via ParentMail.   
 
If you pay for your child’s meals, you will have received an invoice requesting payment. This 
will be generated weekly and retrospectively.   

 
Please be vigilant when completing your forms and ensure you have selected the right choice before 
submitting, as amendments to orders cannot be made by parents or by the school.  Thank you. 
 
Parents are reminded that in most cases, we are not able to provide a meal, whether your child has forgotten 
to bring their lunchbox into school or if you have not ordered your child a hot school meal.    It is a parent’s 
responsibility to ensure that their child’s lunch is provided for them and to place their child’s order 
on time.   
 
Please note: If you pay for school meals, you must ensure your account is paid on time. We will be unable to 
continue to order meals, if there is a large balance is outstanding. 

 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT LESSONS 
 
If you have any questions regarding instrumental lessons please speak with either  
Miss Carlson or Mrs Di-Pede. 
 
Drum Kit Tuition Taster Sessions (Year 3 and 4) 
 

The first free taster drum kit tuition session took place yesterday for children in Years 3 
and 4.  We still have a small number of places left for the next session on Thursday 24th 
October with Pete Whitmarsh from Dorset Music Service.    
 
If your child would like to take part in this FREE taster session, please email the school 
at office@fernfirst.dorset.sch.uk with their name and class to register their interest.  
Thank you.  

 
 

CLUB NEWS 
 
Thank you to those parents who have expressed an interest in their child taking part in additional after 
school clubs. 
 
Singing & Musical Theatre Club   
Singing and Musical Theatre Club is now scheduled to start on Monday 4th November.  This club is now 
full.  If you are still interested in adding your name to the waiting list for this club, please contact the 
company direct at office@educationbox.co 
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EYFS and KS1 Spanish Club – We can also confirm that Spanish Club is going to run for those children in 
Reception, Years 1 and 2 up until Christmas.  Unfortunately there was insufficient interest to run a club for 
children in Years 3 and 4.  If you are still interested in signing your child up for the Spanish Club, which 
takes place on a Thursday, after school, please contact Ximena Bleaney on 07530 291932 or 
blmlanguagelearning@hotmail.com. 
 
Lunchtime Tennis Club – Chris Biddle has advised us that he has temporarily stopped his Monday 
lunchtime club until after the Christmas holiday.  We will advise you when this due to start again.  
 
 

FERNDOWN’S POPPY APPEAL LAUNCH 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMINDERS….. 
 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS – COLLECTING SCOOTERS AND BIKES 
If your child attends an after school club and brings their scooter or bike to school, you may find it preferable 
to lock these up at the bike rack next to the staff entrance.  This then alleviates the need for parents to have 
to contact staff to release the main gate.    
 
HEADLICE 
We have had a few cases of headlice reported to school recently.  Please ensure you check your child’s head 
thoroughly/regularly and treat appropriately. Thank you.  
 
LOST GLASSES 
We have a couple of pairs of children’s glasses in the school office.  If your child has lost theirs then please 
see a member of the office team.  Thank you. 
 
POWER ASSISTED DOORS TO MAIN OFFICE ENTRANCE 
We ask parents to carefully supervise children, whilst coming in and out of the main office entrance. The 
mechanism which works the power assisted doors is there to support those who would otherwise find 
access difficult. The doors do open in the normal way without the need to press the panel.  We would 
really prefer the panel is only used by those who need it please. 
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SUPERVISION OF CHILDREN IN CAR PARK/BY SCHOOL ENTRANCES 

 A number of children have been seen running around the car park and up and down the paths, 
unsupervised.  Parents are reminded that children should be supervised at all times, please.   
 

PLEASE BE ON TIME! 
 

We open our gates and doors at 8.25am, to give the children time to get to class.  Our 
school day starts at 8.40am when the registers are taken. Children should be in their 
classroom at this time. If the main gate has closed, children are late. 
 
Punctuality is a life skill that children need to develop whilst they are young. They 
need to establish good routines and habits in preparation for the rest of their lives.  
 
Children who arrive late are greatly disadvantaged because they miss starting the day 
with their peers. It can also be upsetting for children who are regularly late, as they 

miss the social element of the start of the school day. 
 
It is a parental responsibility to ensure your child arrives at school on time to prevent disruption to your 
child’s own learning and that of others. Whilst we understand that there may be rare occasions when 
parents are unavoidably late due to unforeseen circumstances, some families are habitually late and this 
needs to change, please. 
 
We are in the process of writing to some families where there is high incidence of poor punctuality. We 
will also be actively monitoring punctuality next week and encouraging all our families to make that extra 
effort to ensure the children are in class on time. 
 
 

MATCH REPORTS   
 
Ferndown First School has played some great football matches over the past couple of 
weeks.  Thank you to all those children who have taken part and to the parents who 
have supported their children.   
 

Springdale First School v Ferndown First School  (Away)  0-5 Win!  
 
Thank you to Ewan and Eston for the following match report: 
 
“On Thursday 10th October Ferndown First School played Springdale First School.  Our player line-up was 
Eston as striker, Ewan as left wing, Ellis on the right wing, Ernie was midfield and Josh and Oakley were in 
defence.  Harley was in goal.  Danny Thomas and Mr Watts were coaching.   
 
Everybody played for 20 minutes out of 30 minutes.  6 minutes in, Ewan scored a great goal and Harley 
saved seven amazing shots!  Then, Josh, Oakley and Eston were all celebrating and they fell over in the 
mud!  After the first third, we moved onto the second third where there was a free kick but Ernie skyed it 
and Ellis scored too!  In the last third, Eston scored from a free kick and then Ernie scored!  On the last kick 
of the game, Ewan nearly scored and then it was full-time.”   
 
Ferndown First School v St Ives First School (Home) – Lost 0-5  
 
Thank you to Lillie G for the following match report: 
 
“First we got into our positions.  Harley was in goal for the first and second game.  I was in defence for all 
of it.  Eston was our striker.  Harvey was our left wing.  In the first half we played really well but they scored 
0-3.  In the second half, Eston nearly scored two goals.  Ernie tackled one of the players but after that they 
scored again.  Once we got up towards their goal, Ernie hand-balled it and they then scored.  It was the 
last half and we only had 30 minutes left.  Joshua was in goal and I defended a lot.  Then they 
scored……but I got to be Player of the Match!” 
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PTA NEWS   
 

 

 

 

 
FOR YEARS 1 - 4 

WEDNESDAY 23RD OCTOBER 
 

Please see the flyer which has been sent home for more details. 
 

Children in Reception will also have a short Disco which will take place BEFORE the end of the school day on 

Wednesday 23rd October. Children will not need a change of clothes for this event. We look forward to 

inviting Reception children to our next after-school Disco  

which takes place in the Spring term. 
 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mrs J Di-Pede 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING DATES AND ADVANCE NOTICE  
 
2019 
   
Monday 28 October – Friday 1 November Half Term Holiday 
Monday 2 December & Tuesday 3 December Staff Training Days 
Friday 20th December    Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm 
 
2020 
Monday 6th January    Spring Term starts 
Monday 17th – Friday 21st February  Half Term Holidays 
Friday 3rd April      Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm 
 
Monday 20th April    Summer Term Starts 
Wednesday 29th April – Friday 1st May  Yr 4 Osmington Bay visit 
Friday 8th May     May Day Holiday 
Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May    Half Term Holidays 
Friday 17th July     Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm 
Monday 20th July    Staff Training Day 
 

Please note that more information will be sent home via ParentMail and the Newsletter. 
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Advertisement 
Ferndown First School does not endorse any advertisements published in this Newsletter 

 

Information from Ferndown Library 
The Spider Event and Firework Fun Event need to be booked in advance. 
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DTCA AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS – NOV/DEC 2019 
 
Bookings for the next half term will be taken from the evening of Saturday 
19th October – you will not be able to book until then.   
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