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Newsletter No 5
Dear Parents

Please can we all work together to alleviate some confusion. There was clearly some frustration when the
school gate shut this morning. Having checked with two staff on duty and checked the time on their
watches, the gate was closed at the correct time.
There has to be a cut-off point and once the gate has been closed by staff, they have no way of reopening it from outside. The gates will open at 8.25am and will be closed just before 8.40am.

DER: SCHOOL CLOSED - STAFF TRAINING
LET’S GET TALKING!

Mrs Di-Pede was talking to the children in assembly on Monday about the United Kingdom and the British
Isles. This was to support the children’s understanding about the role of Parliament and democracy.
We looked at a map of the British Isles and we talked about the countries which are part of the United
Kingdom. The children were asked if they recognise the flags which represent these countries and we went
on to talk about the forthcoming general election, exploring what it means, in a way children can
understand.
Parents can really help their children by supporting them with their general knowledge and talking, in
simple terms, about topical and current events. Newsround is a good place to start, with age appropriate
information and videos.
Please can we encourage parents to make the most of every opportunity to support the children in their
learning? Curriculum booklets will be coming home next week and will include key vocabulary which the
children need to know and understand. Please spend some time talking with your children about these
key words and their meaning.

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
Mrs Di-Pede will be accompanied by Mrs Oldring, Mr Onslow, our Site Manager and
a group of children from school to a short service of Remembrance on Monday 11th
November, at the British Legion Memorial on Church Road.
Children who remain in school will have an early playtime and then a short class discussion about
Remembrance Day before observing a short period of silence in their class.
If you would prefer your child is not involved in observing the silence, please ensure you have
advised your child's teacher on Monday morning or email the school office.

CHILDREN IN NEED 2019 - FRIDAY 15TH NOVEMBER
DER - LAT REMAININSET DAY FOR THIS
The School Council is supporting Children in Need again this year.
On Friday 15th November children should come to school in their school uniform
but can wear spotted tights or socks or a spotted hair band. Please help us to
support this very worthwhile cause.
We ask that if children wish to participate that they make a small donation on the day. Collection buckets
will be available on the gate at the beginning and the end of the day.

‘BUILD EACH OTHER UP’ WEEK
Alongside other local schools, children will be completing a range of activities to
promote our ‘Build Each Other Up’ Week which coincides with Anti Bullying Week
across the country. The theme for this year is ‘Be the change that you want to see in
the world’. Children will consider the importance of positive, encouraging language,
being kind and not judging others.
As part of the week, we will be taking over a group of children to work with students at Ferndown Upper
School on collaborative activities about being kind and encouraging others. We are also looking forward
to a visit from the Ferndown Upper School media team who will be coming into school to film some of our
children taking part in these activities.
Parents are welcome to send in compliments about the school and staff via the office email.

GYMNASTICS TUMBLIG COMPETITION OULD YOU LI

Support Ferndown First School with easyfundraising
How does it work?
easyfundraising turns your everyday online shopping into free donations for your favourite cause. How?
Just start your online shopping first at easyfundraising, then shop as normal. Our retailers will then make a
small donation to say “thank you”.
There are 3,754 retailers to choose from and so far they have raised over £28 million for thousands of
community groups, schools, sports clubs, small and large charities across the UK. Easy!
The pupils at Ferndown First School would greatly benefit from some new classroom furniture and storage
which we can't afford to buy at the moment. Any funds raised will go towards replacing our tired old
furniture, so that the children will have a more comfortable learning environment.
If you would like to support us then copy and paste the following link into your browser:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ferndown1st/

DO D
REMINDER: SCHOOL CLOSED - STAFF TRAINING 2nd and 3rd DECEMBER 2019
As mentioned in the last Newsletter, parents are reminded that school will be closed to all pupils on
Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd December 2019 for staff training.

ORSET SCHOOLS’ GYMNASTICS TUMBLINMPETITION – GOOD UMBLIN
CHRISTMAS SING A LONG PERFORMANCES
Parents are invited to attend our Christmas singing performances, which we are now starting to rehearse.
Performances take place on the following dates in the hall:
Years 1 & 2 – Thursday 19th December at 2.30pm
Years 3 & 4 – Monday 16th December at 2.30pm

CHRISTMAS CHOIR
Mrs Di-Pede will also be starting choir rehearsals next week. She will be holding
these rehearsals on Monday and Wednesday lunchtimes for those children in Years
2, 3 and 4 who would like to take part. Choir will be held in the Music Room.

RSET SCHOOLS’ GYMNASTICS TUMBLING COMPETITION – G
DORSET SCHOOLS’ GYMNASTICS TUMBLING COMPETITION – GOOD LUCK!
On Sunday, Mrs Lord will be accompanying a group of our children to the Dorset Schools’ Tumbling
Competition in Poole. The children have been training very hard for this competition over the past few
weeks and we wish them the very best of luck on the day! Thank you to Mrs Lord for her work in leading
this and to all those parents who will be supporting their children on Sunday morning.

OOD ING COMPETITION – GOOD IN OUR NEW E-SAFETY TEAM
WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN OUR NEW E-SAFETY TEAM?
We are looking for two parents to join our new E-safety team. Mrs Hurst will be
meeting once a half term to discuss computing and E-safety issues. She would
like parents to share their views and take part in a discussion. The issues
discussed during the meetings will be shared with other members of staff and
parents to ensure all children are staying safe when online. If you would be
interested, please contact the office or Mrs Hurst in Year 1. Thank you.

RECYCLING
Poppies
Thank you to everyone who has supported the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal this
year. Our Eco Champion, Mrs Smith, has advised that with the importance of recycling
and single use plastic very much in the news, the school’s Eco committee has talked
about recycling poppies during assembly time.
These can be recycled by either returning them to the Royal British Legion or taking
them to Sainsburys for recycling.
Milk Bottle Tops
Parents are advised that in addition to bread, cake and cracker wrappers, crisp packets and baby food
pouches, we are also collecting milk bottle tops or those bottle tops with a ‘2’ inside a triangle on the
inside of a bottle top lid. Thank you for your support.

POST BOX IN OFFICE FOYER – PLEASE USE IT!
Our preferred method of payments to school for events/trips etc is via ParentMail. If
parents need to send cash into school, in line with our cash handling policy, we would
request that you use the post box in the office foyer next to the photocopier or ask your
child to place their envelope in the blue post box in their base. Thank you.

SCHOOL REWARD SCHEME
We are pleased to advise that the following pupils are winners of the Golden Award tickets:
Megan – Yr 4
Audrey – Reception
Liam – Yr 2
Well done to all those who were nominated and to those who won!

NEW RECEPTION 2020 – HAVE YOU APPLIED FOR YOUR CHILD’S PLACE?
Parents of those children born between 1.9.15 and 31.8.16 can now apply for their child’s school place for
September 2020. Please go to the link at www.dorsetforyou.com/school-admissions and follow the
instructions for applying online. 15th January 2020 is the closing date for starting school for the first time
application.

IS YOUR CHILD DUE TO START MIDDLE SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2020? APPLY
FOR YOUR CHILD’S PLACE NOW
If your child is due to start or transfer to a Middle school in September 2020, you must apply for a school
place through the local authority where you live. For more information and to apply online, go to
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/apply-for-a-schoolplace/starting-junior-or-middle-school.aspx. Please note that the closing date for applications is 15th
January 2020. Parents will not receive the confirmed offer of their child’s place until 16th April 2020.

EYFS NEWS
EYFS Parents’ Evening
Information was sent out recently via ParentMail regarding the EYFS Parents Evening
which takes place on Wednesday 20th November and Thursday 21st November.
Bookings can be made via ParentMail. If you have any questions regarding this then
please contact the school office or your child’s class teacher.
Fun with Phonics – Thursday 21st November – This has been cancelled due to Parents’ Evening.
Winter Wonderland Day
To celebrate our new topic, we will be holding 'Winter Wonderland Day' in EYFS on
Friday 15th November. Please can children wear a cosy winter jumper to school on that
day on top of their normal school uniform, to help them get into the spirit. We will also
be celebrating Children in Need on the same day, so if children wish to wear a spotty jumper or accessory
to support this brilliant cause, they may do so.

Fun with Phonics/Fun with Maths
Fun with Phonics/Fun with Maths continues every Thursday afternoon after school. We look forward to
seeing you.
Save the Date – Nativity
Parents are asked to save the date for the Reception classes’ performance of their nativity. Classes will be
performing separately, as follows:




RC (Mrs Cload) - Wednesday 11th December at 9.30am
RPS (Mrs Penfold/Mrs Smith) – Thursday 12th December at 9.30am
RD (Mrs Dudley) – Friday 13th December at 9.30am

Further details and information regarding ticket sales will be sent home to parents in due course - please
look out for this on ParentMail.
Bournemouth Echo First Class Photos
We have been asked to advise parents that photos of Reception classes will be published in the
Bournemouth Echo on Tuesday 26th November.
Spare Underwear Request for your Child
We would be really grateful if parents could put a couple of spare pairs of named pants in their child’s
book bags. Children have accidents and, as we have exhausted the school’s supply, it would really help
children and staff in the base. Thank you.

YEAR 2 NEWS
Thank you to Year 2 children for their wonderful singing performance this afternoon! This
was very much appreciated and enjoyed by the large number of parents who came to
support their children. The children sang with such enthusiasm and confidence. Well done
Year 2!

CHRISTMAS LUNCH – ORDER VIA PARENTMAIL
A ParentMail has been sent out to parents this week asking them to re-order their child’s
hot school meal for week commencing 16th December.
This will include the Christmas lunch which takes place on Wednesday 18th December this
year. If you have any queries regarding this then please contact a member of the office staff.

CLUB NEWS
Thank you to those parents who have expressed an interest in their child taking part in additional after
school clubs.
Singing & Musical Theatre Club
Singing and Musical Theatre Club is now full. If you are still interested in adding your name to the waiting
list for this club, please contact the company direct at office@educationbox.co
EYFS and KS1 Spanish Club – We can also confirm that Spanish Club is going to run for those children in
Reception, Years 1 and 2 up until Christmas. Unfortunately there was insufficient interest to run a club for
children in Years 3 and 4. If you are still interested in signing your child up for the Spanish Club, which
takes place on a Thursday, after school, please contact Ximena Bleaney on 07530 291932 or
blmlanguagelearning@hotmail.com.

CAN YOU HELP? – CHESS AND BOARD GAME DONATIONS REQUIRED
To supplement the children’s activities during wet playtimes, we would be grateful for any good quality,
age appropriate board games that you are able to donate to the school. Please drop these off into the
school office. Thank you. We would also be grateful for any donations of old chess sets that we can use
to replenish existing sets that have parts missing.

REMINDERS…..
LOST GLASSES
We have a couple of pairs of children’s glasses in the school office. If your child has lost theirs then please
see a member of the office team. Thank you.
POWER ASSISTED DOORS TO MAIN OFFICE ENTRANCE
We ask parents to carefully supervise children, whilst coming in and out of the main office entrance. The
mechanism which works the power assisted doors is there to support those who would otherwise find
access difficult. The doors do open in the normal way without the need to press the panel. We would
really prefer the panel is only used by those who need it please. The costs to repair the doors when they
break is very expensive.

PTA NEWS
Thank you to all those children who supported our Disco at the end of last term. We are
pleased to advise that the sum of £555.10 was raised from this event which will now go towards
our new furniture. Thanks to Mr Watts for leading the disco. We raise so much more for the
school using a resident DJ!
There are some exciting events planned for the last half of this term. Please see the dates for your diary
below. More information will be sent home to parents in due course giving further details:

Non-Uniform Day for Hamper Raffle donations
Friday 22nd November

Donations for our Hamper Raffle Draw
to be brought into school on this day.

Bedtime Story Event
th

Thursday 5

December - Time to be confirmed

Hamper Raffle Draw

Thursday 19th December
Hamper Raffle tickets have already been ordered and will be sent out to parents early next
week. This is a good fundraiser for our school and we hope that you will be able to support
our Hamper Raffle Draw by offering them to friends and family to purchase.

Yours sincerely

Mrs J Di-Pede
Headteacher

UPCOMING DATES AND ADVANCE NOTICE
2019
Monday 2 December & Tuesday 3 December
Thursday 5th December
Wednesday 11th December
Thursday 12th December
Friday 13th December
Monday 16th December
Wednesday 18th December
Thursday 19th December
Friday 20th December

Staff Training Days
PTA Bedtime Story Event
EYFS Nativity at 9.30am
EYFS Nativity at 9.30am
EYFS Nativity at 9.30am
Yrs 1 & 2 Christmas Singing at 2.30pm – Parents welcome to attend
Christmas Service and Christmas lunch
Yrs 3 & 4 Christmas Singing at 2.30pm – Parents welcome to attend
PTA Hamper Raffle Draw
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm

2020
Monday 6th January
Monday 17th – Friday 21st February
Friday 3rd April

Spring Term starts
Half Term Holidays
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm

Monday 20th April
Wednesday 29th April – Friday 1st May
Friday 8th May
Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May
Friday 17th July
Monday 20th July

Summer Term Starts
Yr 4 Osmington Bay visit
May Day Holiday
Half Term Holidays
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm
Staff Training Day

Please note that more information will be sent home via ParentMail and the Newsletter.

DTCA AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS – NOV/DEC 2019
&
FERNDOWN FIRST INSET DAY HOLIDAY CLUB

Slips for Inset Day Holiday Club to be
returned to school in a sealed
envelope marked with child’s name,
class and DTCA Inset Day

Ferndown First School

SCHOOL CLUBS - AUTUMN TERM 2 2019
Name of Club

Day

Time/Dates

Cost/Contact Details

Chris Biddle –
Tennis Club
(All Years)

Monday – Lunchtime Club
**SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE**

EduBoxTM
Singing & Musical
Theatre Club
(All Years)

Monday

3.15-4.15pm

Book direct and enquiries through:
office@educationbox.co

Danny Thomas
Football Club
(Years 1 & 2)

Tuesday

3.15 – 4.15pm

Book direct through:
www.dannythomascoachingacademy.co.uk

Karate Club
(Years R – 4)

Tuesday

3.05 – 4.15pm

£3.50 per session – pay at the door
Contact Roxie Ttoffali through school office.

Chess Club
(Years 2, 3 & 4)

Wednesday

FREE – Mr Watts

Danny Thomas –
Football Club
(Years 3 & 4)

Wednesday

Lunchtime
12.30 - French
Room
3.15 – 4.15pm

Spanish Club
(EYFS/Yrs 1 & 2)

Thursday

3.15 – 3.55pm

Chris Biddle –
Tennis Club
(Years 2, 3 & 4)
Danny Thomas Dodgeball Club
(Years 2, 3 & 4)

Friday

3.10 – 4.10pm

Contact Ximena Bleaney at
blmlanguagelearning@hotmail.com
or on 07530 291932
£3.50 per session
Contact Chris Biddle – as above to register.

Friday

3.05 – 4.00pm

£1 per session
Chris Biddle - 07930 569342 or
www.ferndowntennisclub.org.uk

Book direct with Danny Thomas – as above.

Book through Danny Thomas – as above.

