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Dear Parents
As we come to the end of another very busy week in school, parents are advised that the remaining
Newsletters for this half term will be published on Friday 6th December and Friday 20th December.

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS!

Thank you to all those parents who have helped support our Christmas Hamper Raffle ‘Wear Your
Own Clothes to School’ Day by donating a prize for our Hamper Raffle Draw taking place on
Thursday 19th December.
Thank you to the PTA and helpers who have made up the hampers today – they look fantastic!
Raffle tickets have been sent home with your child recently – please support the school
by purchasing them yourselves or selling them to friends, colleagues and family.
If you require any more books then these are available from the school office.

CHRISTMAS CARDS ORDERS – COMING HOME
TODAY!
If you recently placed an order for the PTA Christmas Card event, then
these are being sent home with children today – please check your
child’s book bags for these if they are not handed to you at the door
when you collect your child.

REMINDER: SCHOOL CLOSED - STAFF TRAINING 2nd

and 3rd DECEMBER D
REMINDER: SCHOOL CLOSED - STAFF TRAINING 2nd and 3rd DECEMBER 2019
As mentioned in the last Newsletter, parents are reminded that school will be closed to all pupils on
Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd December 2019 for staff training.
R

CHILDREN IN NEED 2019 - FRIDAY 15TH NOVEMBER
DER - LAT REMAININSET DAY FOR THIS
Thank you to everyone who took part in this year’s Children in Need fundraising
event. The school went very ‘spotty’ as children supported this event by wearing
spotted tights or socks or a spotted hair band. The total for the collection raised
was £213. Thank you for your continued support for this very worthwhile cause.

‘BUILD EACH OTHER UP’ WEEK
Alongside other local schools, children completed a range of activities to promote our
‘Build Each Other Up’ Week which coincided with Anti Bullying Week across the
country. The theme for this year was ‘Be the change that you want to see in the
world’. Children considered the importance of positive, encouraging language, being
kind and not judging others.
We took over a group of children to work with students at Ferndown Upper School on collaborative
activities about being kind and encouraging others and also received a visit from the Ferndown Upper
School media team who came into school to film some of our children taking part in these activities.
Thank you to those parents who have sent in compliments about the school and staff and to those
children who made some really nice ‘thank you’ cards for staff!

DORSET SCHOOLS’ GYMNASTICS TUMBLING
COMPETITION
Mrs Lord accompanied a group of our children to the Dorset Schools’
Tumbling Competition in Poole recently where, we are pleased to advise,
the boys’ team second – well done! All the children really enjoyed
themselves and represented the school extremely well. Thank you to
Mrs Lord for her work in leading this and to all those parents who
supported their children on the day after a very early start!

MOBILE TECHNOLOGY IN SCHOOL
Parents are reminded that mobile phones/Apple watches/Fitbits or any other equivalent
mobile technology are not permitted in school at any time. Please ensure your child is
reminded to leave their mobile devices at home. Thank you for your co-operation.

YMNASTICS TUMBLIG COMPETITION OULD YOU LI

Support Ferndown First School with easyfundraising
How does it work?
easyfundraising turns your everyday online shopping into free donations for your favourite cause. How?
Just start your online shopping first at easyfundraising, then shop as normal. Our retailers will then make a
small donation to say “thank you”.
There are 3,754 retailers to choose from and so far they have raised over £28 million for thousands of
community groups, schools, sports clubs, small and large charities across the UK. Easy!
The pupils at Ferndown First School would greatly benefit from some new classroom furniture and storage
which we can't afford to buy at the moment. Any funds raised will go towards replacing our tired old
furniture, so that the children will have a more comfortable learning environment.
If you would like to support us then copy and paste the following link into your browser:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ferndown1st/

THANK YOU TO THE PARENTS WHO HAVE SUPPORTED US THIS WEEK.
ORSET SCHOOLS’ GYMNASTICS TUMBLINMPETITION – GOOD UMBLIN
CHRISTMAS SING A LONG PERFORMANCES
Parents are invited to attend our Christmas singing performances, which we are now
starting to rehearse.
Performances take place on the following dates in the hall:
Monday 16th December at 2.30pm

Years 3 & 4

Thursday 19th December at 2.30pm

Years 1 & 2

CHRISTMAS CHOIR
Mrs Di-Pede has now started rehearsals on Monday and Wednesday lunchtimes for
those children in Years 2, 3 and 4 who would like to take part. Choir will be held in
the Music Room.

YEAR 4 – ROBIN HOOD PRODUCTION – CAN YOU HELP?
The children will be taking part in a full dress rehearsal at the Barrington Centre during
the afternoon on Wednesday 27th November. Year 1, 2 and 3 children will also be
going to watch them and we would, therefore, be most grateful for any help walking
the children over to the Barrington Centre on this day. Please let the office know if you
are able to help – thank you.

SWI TCH OFF FORTNIGHT 2019
We’re switching on to switching off! Between 18th November and
29th November, the whole school will be taking part in Switch-Off Fortnight – and
we would like you to get involved too!
What is Switch-Off Fortnight?
Schools across the UK will be taking part in Switch-Off Fortnight, an EDF Energy
campaign run through its education programme ‘the Pod’. Switch Off Fortnight is designed to encourage
young people to think about how we use energy and to show them how and why it’s important to use it
more efficiently, eg to save money on energy bills, to help the UK reduce its energy demand and also to
help to reduce the amount of carbon we emit etc. As well as the educational benefits, Switch-Off Fortnight
is a good opportunity to get the whole school working together on a great project. We’re hoping that
being part of Switch-Off Fortnight will help us make our school more energy efficient.
How can you benefit too?
We are encouraging children to share what they learn during Switch-Off Fortnight with their families and
to help them save energy at home too!
What we have been doing
Classes have been talking about how they can contribute to switch off fortnight. One class has chosen a
light monitor, another class will be taking some lessons outside. Most classes have pledged to turn off the
board when it is not in use and some will try to turn the lights off if it is sunny.
We are also running a competition in school to see which class is the best at turning off their board and
lights.

EYFS NEWS
EYFS Parents’ Evening
Thank you to all those parents who attended the EYFS Parents’ Evening. If you were not able to attend
Parents’ Evening then please see your child’s teacher to make an alternative, mutually convenient time to
meet. Thank you.
Winter Wonderland Day
Reception held their 'Winter Wonderland Day' at the end of last week.
The children were very excited to arrive at school in a snowstorm and
to meet Mrs Dudley and Mrs Cload who had transformed into
snowmen! They celebrated their Winter Wonderland topic by icing
snowy biscuits, making snowmen and frosty windows, dressing up as
snow queens and reindeer, decorating wintry scarves and lots more!
Fun with Phonics/Fun with Maths
Fun with Phonics/Fun with Maths continues every Thursday afternoon after school. We look forward to
seeing you.
Save the Date – Nativity
Parents are asked to save the date for the Reception classes’ performance of
their nativity. Classes will be performing separately, as follows:




RC (Mrs Cload) - Wednesday 11th December at 9.30am
RPS (Mrs Penfold/Mrs Smith) – Thursday 12th December at 9.30am
RD (Mrs Dudley) – Friday 13th December at 9.30am

Further details and information regarding ticket sales will be sent home to parents shortly - please look
out for this on ParentMail.

Bournemouth Echo First Class Photos
We have been asked to advise parents that photos of Reception classes will be published in the
Bournemouth Echo on Tuesday 26th November.

YEAR 3 NEWS
OSMINGTON BAY 2020
We are now able to confirm that the final price for Osmington Bay 2020 will be £260.
A letter giving further details on how to pay the balance for this trip has been sent home
to parents via ParentMail.

YEAR 4 NEWS
YEAR 4 SAMBA PERFORMANCE – THURSDAY 5TH DECEMBER AT 2.30PM
Year 4 parents are invited to a special assembly on Thursday 5th December at 2.30pm
when the children will be performing a variety of music that they have learnt in their
lessons with Pete Whitmarsh from Dorset Music Service this term. We look forward to
seeing you here!
YEAR 4 ‘ROBIN HOOD’ PERFORMANCE
The children are busy rehearsing for their performance next Friday and are really looking
forward to presenting this to parents! Most of the main cast will be visiting the
Barrington Centre on Monday morning for a technical rehearsal.
If you have not yet got your tickets then please see the ParentMail that was sent home
recently giving details on how to purchase these. Please note: If you have a child under 5,
they will need a free ticket too. Please contact the office to reserve this as you will not be able to secure
child tickets via ParentMail.

PTA NEWS
Please see the dates for your diary below:

PTA HAMPER RAFFLE DRAW
THURSDAY 19TH DECEMBER
Your child has been given three books of Christmas raffle tickets to bring home, giving you the chance to
win one of our fantastic Christmas hampers. Tickets are £1 each - £5 per book.
Our Hamper Raffle Draw takes place on Thursday 19th December and is a very good fundraiser for the
school. We hope that you will be able to support this Draw by purchasing tickets for yourselves and
offering them to friends and family.
All completed ticket stubs and money should be sent into school, in a SEALED envelope with your child's
name, class and marked 'Raffle' by Wednesday 18th December.
We would be grateful for the return of any unsold tickets. More books are available if you would like to
request them from the office. Thank you for your continued support and GOOD LUCK!
RIDAY 30th NOVEMBERPTA

BEDTIME STORY EVENT

THURSDAY 5TH DECEMBER FROM 4.15 – 5.30PM
A ParentMail flyer has been sent home this week giving further details of this event.
Payment should be made via ParentMail and costs £3.50 per child. Please note there
are only 120 spaces available for this event and spaces are filling up fast!
Yours sincerely

Mrs J Di-Pede
Headteacher

UPCOMING DATES AND ADVANCE NOTICE
2019
Monday 2 December & Tuesday 3 December
Thursday 5th December
Wednesday 11th December
Thursday 12th December
Friday 13th December
Monday 16th December
Wednesday 18th December
Thursday 19th December
Friday 20th December

Staff Training Days
PTA Bedtime Story Event
EYFS Nativity at 9.30am
EYFS Nativity at 9.30am
EYFS Nativity at 9.30am
Yrs 3 &4 Christmas Singing at 2.30pm – Parents welcome to attend
Christmas Service and Christmas lunch
Yrs 1 & 2 Christmas Singing at 2.30pm – Parents welcome to attend
PTA Hamper Raffle Draw
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm

2020
Monday 6th January
Monday 17th – Friday 21st February
Friday 3rd April

Spring Term starts
Half Term Holidays
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm

Monday 20th April
Wednesday 29th April – Friday 1st May
Friday 8th May
Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May
Friday 17th July
Monday 20th July

Summer Term Starts
Yr 4 Osmington Bay visit
May Day Holiday
Half Term Holidays
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm
Staff Training Day

Please note that more information will be sent home via ParentMail and the Newsletter.

FERNDOWN FIRST INSET DAY HOLIDAY CLUB
Slips for Inset Day Holiday Club to be returned to school in a sealed envelope
marked with child’s name, class and DTCA Inset Day

The Great British Bake Off kneads you!
We're looking for a new set of Star Bakers to enter the tent for the eleventh series of
The Great British Bake Off.
If you or someone you know could add a bit of charm & skill to the tent, then why not
apply now.
Visit www.applyforbakeoff.co.uk
In the meantime, if you know any keen bakers who you think has what it takes to bake in our
famous tent, then please do encourage them to visit www.applyforbakeoff.co.uk
Applications close Sunday 5th January 2020 at 23:59
If you do have any question please do not hesitate to contact the casting team
via applyforbakeoff@loveproductions.co.uk or 07544 991 683
Thanks again!
The Great British Bake Off Team

Help the Homeless Christmas Shoebox Appeal 2019
Ferndown and Wimborne Minster
Now that the summer months are behind us, many of
our thoughts are starting to turn to Christmas which stirs
excitement and joy. However, for many, this can be a
very lonely and upsetting time of year, spent without
family or a permanent roof over their heads.
Following the phenomenal response to last year’s
appeal, the Mayors of Ferndown and Wimborne Minster
will be continuing with the Christmas Shoebox Appeal
which will be in memory of Cllr Steve Lugg who
introduced the appeal 3 years ago and was such a
driving force behind it. The Mayor of Ferndown, Cllr Julie
Robinson said “Last year over 500 boxes were donated
which is testament to the generosity of our community.
The spirit of Christmas is all about giving to others, and
the shoebox appeal is a fantastic initiative that gives to
those who need our help the most at this time of year.
We now have 8 drop off points for donations and
therefore greater capacity to accept more parcels to
pass on to those in need. I’d like to thank all those
businesses who have kindly agreed to be collection
points for the packages.”

Ideas for filling your shoebox include:



Hats, Gloves, Scarves
Toiletries (no aerosols
please)
 Socks
 Dry foods / tins /
confectionary



 First Aid Kit
Face cloths / small towels



 A torch / batteries
Sachets of drinks / soups

Please label the gift box as ‘Female’, ‘Male’ or ‘Unisex’. If possible, please wrap your shoebox in wrapping
paper with the lid wrapped separately. You can also include a Christmas card.
Donations can be delivered to:
Ferndown:
 Meridian Air Conditioning, 529 Ringwood Road, Ferndown. Monday to Friday, 10am – 4pm.
 Pedal Cycles, 493 Ringwood Road, Ferndown. Monday to Saturday, 9am- 5.30pm.
 The Forest Inn, Forest Links Rd, Ferndown BH22 9PH. Monday to Sunday, 8am-11pm.
 The Nightjar, 94 Victoria Rd, Ferndown BH22 9JA. Monday to Sunday, 8am-11pm.
 Helping Hands, 12 Victoria Rd, Ferndown BH22 9HZ. Monday to Friday, 9.00am-5.30pm.



Wimborne Minster:
Allendale House, Hanham Road, Wimborne Minster BH21 1AS
 Town Hall, 37 West Borough, Wimborne Minster BH21 1LT
Dibbens Solicitors, 3 West Borough, Wimborne Minster BH21 1LU

The last date for receipt of boxes is Friday 6 December 2019

