
Ferndown First School – Year 1 – Medium Topic Overview  

DO WE LIVE IN A HOT OR A COLD PLACE? – 
AUTUMN 2   

                                           Key Questions  

Using Maps 
What is a map? 

How do we follow and 
make a map of our 

school grounds? 
What does ‘aerial’ mean? 

Location 
Knowledge 

Where are the 
British Isles? 

Where are we on 
the globe? 
Where is 

Ferndown? 

Place Knowledge 
Where are the North 

and South Poles? 
What is the equator? 

How are they 
different? 

Human and 
Physical 

What are seasons? 
How is the weather 

different? 

Place Knowledge 
What would you pack for a 

hot or cold holiday? 
What activities might you do? 
Would you live in England or 

Antarctica? 

Place 
Knowledge 

Which animals 
live in cold 

places like the 
North and 

South Poles? 

   
 

 
 
As readers and writers, children will  

 read the story ‘Lost and Found’ by Oliver Jeffers. 

 retell the story using simple sentences.  

 understand that one sentence starts with a capital letter and ends with a 
full stop.  

 use capital letters for ‘I’, names and places.  

 use time adverbials (After that…The next day…At last…) to help sequence their writing. 

 use ‘and’ to join two sentences together.  

 write simple fact files about an animal that lives in a cold place. 
 

As geographers, identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the 
location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
Poles. Children will follow a map to go on a seasonal walk around the school’s grounds.  
 

As scientists, children will learn observe and describe weather associated with the seasons 

and how day length varies. Children will keep a simple weather chart.  
 
As artists, children will learn how to mix primary colours together to make secondary colours. 
They will explore adding white and black to make different shades of a colour. Children will 
apply their skills to painting a picture using either ‘hot’ or ‘cold’ colours.  
 

Music PE PSHE RE ICT 

 Children will be learning to sing 
Christmas themed songs to 

perform to parents on  
Thursday 19th December 

2.30pm 

Gymnastics - Linking 
movements together.  

Outdoor Games – 
travelling with and 
passing the ball.  

Celebrating Difference: 
Children will consider how 
everyone is different and 

difference is to be respected. 

Christianity:  
What gift would I have 
given to Jesus if he had 
been born in my town, 

not Bethlehem? 

Children will start to 
think about how keep 
safe on the internet. 

They will also be 
practicing their typing 

skills.  

https://www.amazon.com/BodhaGuru-Learning-Private-Limited-Seasons/dp/B00CD39MOW


Hot and Cold Places - Key Vocabulary 
 

Geography  Science 
Globe  An object shaped like a ball with a map of the 

world on its surface. 
Season  The four main periods of the year: Spring, Summer, 

Autumn/Fall and Winter. 
England  A country forming the largest and southernmost 

part of Great Britain and of the United Kingdom, 
and containing the capital, London 

Autumn The time of year between September and 
November. Many leaves fall off the trees. 

The British Isles The name for the group of islands that includes 
Great Britain, Ireland and all the smaller islands 
around them. 

Spring The time of year between March and May. There is 
usually lots of signs of new growth in Spring. 

Antarctica  The continent around the South Pole. Summer The hottest season in the UK. It happens between 
June and August. The longest day is June 21st. 

Hemisphere One half of the earth, especially the half above or 
below the Equator. 

Winter The coldest season in the UK. Usually have snow in 
this season. Occurs between December and 
February. 

North Pole The North Pole is the northernmost place on 
Earth. When at the North Pole all directions point 
south. 

Fall The name given to the Autumn season by 
Americans. It is because so many leaves fall off the 
trees. 

South Pole The South Pole is the southernmost place on 
Earth. When at the South Pole all directions point 
north. 

Weather 
Weather is what the sky and the air outside are like, 
such as cold and cloudy. 

Equator  An imaginary line around the earth at an equal 
distance from the North and South Poles. 

Temperature 
It is a degree of hotness or coldness that can be 
measured using a thermometer. 

Desert A desert is a very dry place that experiences little 
rain and therefore plants don’t grow there. It is 
difficult to find water in a desert. Deserts can be 
cold.  

Thermometer 
This is the instrument that measures the 
temperature. 

Humid When there is a lot of moisture in the air it is said 
to be humid. Hot countries are often very humid. 

 
Weather Symbol 

These are signs used to help us understand more 
about our daily weather. 

Scorching To burn slightly or to cause a change in colour 
because of the heat. 

 
Deciduous  

Deciduous trees are trees that shed their leaves 
once a year, usually during the season of Autumn. 

Map  A drawing or plan of the earth’s surface.  
Coniferous 

Most conifers are evergreens, or trees that keep 
their leaves year-round. 

Direction  The general position a person or thing moves or 
points towards 

 
  

Aerial 
Photography 

Aerial photography is the taking of photographs 
of the ground from an elevated/direct-down 
position. 

 
  

 


