
 

Ferndown First School – Yr 2 – Medium Topic Overview  

WHY WERE NEIL ARMSTRONG AND 
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS BRAVE PEOPLE? 

Learning Challenge Questions 

Who was Neil Armstrong 
Why do we talk about 

him today? 

Who was Christopher 
Columbus?  

Why do we talk 
about him today? 

Why would Neil Armstrong 
and Christopher 

Columbus’s voyages have 
been very dangerous? 

How has space 
exploration 

changed since the 
first moon landing? 

How did Christopher 
Columbus and Neil 

Armstrong make our 
world a better place? 

How do astronauts 
stay healthy when 
they are in space? 

 

 

 
As readers and writers, children will 

 read the text ‘Man on the Moon’ by Simon Bartram. 

 understand that sentences can have different functions.  

 write a set of instructions about how to fly to the moon and rules 
for visiting the moon.  

 use conjunctions to extend sentences.  

 use time adverbials to organise and sequence their writing around 
‘A day in the life of an alien’.  

 write a space counting poem that includes descriptive words and 
expanded noun phrases to add dramatic effect. 

 create an information text about Neil Armstrong.  
 
As historians, children will use a variety of sources to learn about the significant events in the 
lives of Neil Armstrong and Christopher Columbus. Children will consider the similarities between 
both men and why they both had such an impact.  
 
As scientists, children will answer the question: ‘How will 5 a day keep me healthy?’ Children 
will find out about the importance of exercise, hygiene and eating the right types of nutrition. 
Children will consider how humans grow from a baby to an adult. 
 

Music     PE PSHE RE ICT 

Children will be learning to 
sing Christmas themed 

songs to perform to parents 
on Thursday 19th  

December 2.30pm 

Gym: focus on travelling, 
including apparatus. 

Outdoor games: 
Dribbling/ball control. 

Celebrating Difference: 
Children will consider 

how everyone is 
different and how 
difference is to be 

respected. 

Christianity: Christmas 
Jesus as a gift from God 

Why did God give Jesus to 
the world? 

Children will continue to 
develop simple animations. 



Key Vocabulary 

History  

 

Science (biology) 

Chronological 
Arranging something by the order of time 

they occurred. 
Energy  The power or ability to make something work or 

be active. 

Timeline A graphical representation of a period of 

time on which important events are 

marked. 

Nutrition The act or process of eating and using the 

nutrients in food for loving and growing.  

Astronaut An astronaut is a special kind of scientist 

that travels into space to study things like 

asteroids, the earth’s atmosphere and the 

moon.  The word ‘astronaut’ comes from 

the Greek words meaning ‘space sailor’. 

Carbohydrate Provides the body with the energy it needs.  

Rocket The word ‘rocket’ can mean different 

things.  A rocket is a type of engine that 

launches into space.  It can be manned, 

(have astronauts aboard), or unmanned. 

Vitamins  Needed for the health and normal working of 

the body.  

Courageous If you are a courageous person, you face 

danger or stand up against the odds 

without flinching. 

Minerals  

Significant 

individual 

A person who has done something 

important. 
Growth The process of growing.  

Famous Someone who is known about by many 

people. 
Baby A very young human. 

  Toddler A young child who has just learned to walk. 

  Child A young human. 

  Teenager A person aged 13 to 19. Teenagers experience 

rapid growth. 

  Adult  Fully grown human. 

  Hygiene  The practice of keeping clean to prevent 

disease.  

  Hydration  To take in water. The process of replacing water 

in the body  

  
 Dehydration  The process whereby more water is lost from the 

body than is taken in. 
 


