
Ferndown First School – EYFS - Medium Topic Overview 
TRADITIONAL TALES – SPRING 1 (6 WEEKS) 

Key Questions 

What does a plant need to grow? Should Goldilocks say ‘Sorry’? How could you make a strong chair 
for baby bear? 

 

 
 

 

Development Matters Curriculum 
 

As readers and writers, we will:   

- Begin learning phase 3 letter sounds – including digraphs (for 
example /sh/ in shop). 

- Read and write simple words using the sounds we know.  
- Learn a new set of high frequency and ‘tricky’ words. 
- Control our pencils to form letters correctly.  
- Use adjectives to describe characters. 
- Learn a new poem and word every week. 

 

As mathematicians, we will: 

- Count and order numbers to 20. 
- Estimate and then check by counting.  
- Begin to add and subtract.  
- Begin to double and half. 
- Create repeating patterns and recognise symmetry. 
- Compare length and mass. 
- Use mathematical language to describe 3D shapes.  
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Traditional Tales - Key Vocabulary 

Once upon a time 
How a traditional tale begins. 

Happily ever after 
How a traditional tale ends. 

Character 
A character is a person or animal in a story. 

Setting 
Where the story takes place, eg forest, town. 

Tale 
A story. 

Blurb 
The information on the back cover that tells you what the 

book will be about. 

Fiction 
A story that describes imaginary events and people. 

Prediction 
A sensible guess about what might happen. 

Title 
The name of the book. 

Design 
A plan or drawing of an object before it is made. 

Evaluate 
To look at a finished product and decide what went well and 

what could be improved. 

Recipe 
A set of instructions to prepare or make something. 

Story map 
A plan of the order of a story using pictures. 

 


