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Dear Parents
ACADEMY CONSULTATION
Parents will have received an important letter today via ParentMail. Please make time to read the
information carefully.
As you are aware, our school, along with the Ferndown Pyramid of schools, work closely together to
provide high quality education, resulting in good outcomes for all of our pupils. To retain our school’s
identity and its capacity to keep improving, the Governing Body believe it is vital to strengthen our
partnerships with like-minded schools to ensure we continue to provide a great education for all children
in our community.
Consultation Meetings are being held for parents and you are welcome to attend any of the following:





Tuesday 4 February 9.00 am Ferndown First School
Tuesday 4 February 2.00 pm Ferndown Middle School
Tuesday 4 February 6.00 pm Ferndown Upper School
Wednesday 5 February 6.00 pm Corfe Hills School

During these meetings you will have the opportunity to meet the CEO of Castleman Academy Trust and
hear more about how it will benefit pupils, staff and families in the future. You will also be given the
opportunity to raise any questions or concerns you may have about the proposal.
The formal consultation begins today, 24 January 2020 and continues until 28 February 2020. During this
time, all staff, parents and members of our community are invited to express their views and raise any
questions or concerns.

SAFEGUARDING REMINDERS


The Designated Safeguarding Lead at this school is Mrs Jo Di-Pede, Headteacher, If you have a
concern and wish to speak with Mrs Di-Pede, please contact the school office. More safeguarding
information is available on the school website.



Governors have revised the Relationship & Sex Education Policy, in line with our consultation with
parents last summer. This revised policy will be uploaded onto the school website in due course.



An ‘Information for Parents’ page on our website also provides lots of links that you may find of
interest: https://www.fernfirst.dorset.sch.uk/useful-links/.



Another useful website regarding e-safety that parents may find useful is parentinfo.org.

STAFF AND GOVERNOR NEWS
We look forward to welcoming back Mrs Thorpe, our Finance Officer, who has been
away from school on maternity leave after the birth of her twin girls. Mrs Thorpe
will return to her duties at the beginning of February.
Our thanks go to Mrs Campbell, Snr Finance Officer, who has held the fort whilst
Mrs Thorpe has been on maternity leave and who will be leaving us at the end of
next week. We are very grateful for all her support.
We would also like to say thank you to Revd. Bob Almond, who has only recently stepped down from his
role as a co-opted Governor at Ferndown First School. All Governors extend their thanks for his
contribution to our school over the past two years.
Class 1K – A ParentMail letter has been sent home to parents of children in 1K this week advising them of
staffing changes after the half term.

AIR POLLUTION RISK - VEHICLE IDLING!
We have noticed an increasing number of vehicles who are parked in the
school car park and who are running their engines whilst waiting for the gates
to open in the morning or waiting to collect their children at the end of the
school day. Vehicle idling is a major factor in poor air quality, particularly in
areas where there are a large number of waiting vehicles.
Please be mindful of the pollutants that are escaping into the atmosphere around our children and the
damage this can do to their health. We would, therefore, request your support to turn vehicles off once
parked. More information is available on vehicle idling from Gov.UK by copying and pasting the following
link into your browser: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/idling-drivers-could-face-higher-finesunder-new-government-crackdown

BBC 500 WORDS 2020
The BBC 500 Words Story Competition for 2020 is open for entries NOW!
A ParentMail was recently sent home giving all the information parents
will need if their child is interested in entering this competition.
It’s super simple. All entrants must pen an original story, no more than
500 words in length, and submit it online. It can be about ANYTHING you want – space-ships,
grannies, insects, time-travel. The list is endless!
If your child would like to have a go, then copy and paste the following link for more information
and details on how to enter:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/59TwKqqLp3LTpRVfPlsKtx9/submit-a-story
You have until 8pm on 27th February 2020 to submit your story. Good luck!

GENERAL NEWS AND REMINDERS
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ‘JUNK’ EMAILS
It appears that some ParentMail emails may have been going straight to parents’ ‘Junk’
files. Please check your ‘Junk’ file regularly to see if you have received any important
messages from the school. Thank you.

ADVERSE WEATHER – INFORMATION FOR PARENTS RE SCHOOL CLOSURE
As the weather can become unpredictable at this time of the year, arrangements need to
be in place to cope with sudden snowfalls or severe weather that may prevent staff from
reaching school. Please keep an eye on the ParentMail text messaging service and updated
notices on our website.
Parents can also access information on http://mapping.dorsetforyou.com/closedservices
NO DOGS ON SITE
It has been noticed that some parents are bringing their dogs onto the school
site/into the playground area. Parents are reminded that, for health and safety
reasons, dogs are not permitted anywhere on the school site, including the car
park. This also includes dogs that are carried. They must remain either in the
owner’s car or wait outside beyond the school gates. Thank you for your
cooperation.

CHRIS BIDDLE’S MONDAY LUNCHTIME TENNIS CLUB - RE-STARTING 2nd MARCH!
We are pleased to advise that Chris’ Monday lunchtime Tennis Club, for children in all
years, is re-starting on Monday 2nd March. If your child would like to take part then
please contact Chris via the details on the Clubs’ Timetable list below or register your
child’s interest on the following link https://forms.gle/A9EtjMFsWjVWKjuS6. Thank you.

SUPPORT FERNDOWN FIRST SCHOOL
WITH EASYFUNDRAISING
Thank you to those parents who have already registered
for easyfundraising. From the 18 supporters we have so
far, £84 has now been raised for our school and it doesn’t
cost you an extra penny. It really is so easy.

How does it work?
Easyfundraising turns your everyday online shopping into
free donations for your favourite cause.
How? Just start your online shopping first at
easyfundraising, then shop as normal. Retailers will then
make a small donation to say “thank you”.
The pupils at Ferndown First School would greatly benefit
from some new classroom furniture and storage which we
can't afford to buy at the moment. Any funds raised will
go towards replacing our tired old furniture, so that the
children will have a more comfortable learning
environment.
If you would like to support us then copy and paste the
following link into your browser:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ferndown1st/

CHRISTMAS EVENTS - UPDATE
Thank you to those parents, carers and friends who supported our Christmas Sing-a-Long events at the
end of last term. These were extremely well attended and the children were very excited to sing the songs
they had been practising. We are pleased to confirm that donations from the Christmas Sing-a-longs
totalled a fantastic £202.22

EYFS NEWS
FOCUS ON PHONICS AND READING – INVITATION TO PARENTS
We would like to invite all EYFS parents to a coffee morning with a focus on phonics
and reading. There will be two sessions to choose from on Wednesday 29th January.
The first session will be at 8.30am and the second at 2.30pm on the same day. These
will offer support and ideas to help your child with their reading at home, with a focus
on the new letter sounds that are being taught in the Spring term. Please could you
confirm with your child's class teacher which session you would like to attend.
Mrs Cload and the EYFS Team
FOREST SCHOOL DATES
Please see below the dates on which your child will need to bring an old set of
long trousers, a long sleeved top, waterproof jacket and wellies for this half
term's Forest School. Please ensure these are all named and placed in a named
carrier bag. Thank you. The EYFS Team.
10th Jan - surname A-K
24th Jan - surname A-K

17th Jan - surname M- W
7th Feb - surname M-W

YEAR 2 NEWS
SEA CITY MUSEUM VISIT – TITANIC TOPIC
Year 2 enjoyed learning about significant people aboard
the Titanic this week. They found out about Ettie Dean,
Violet Jessop, Frederick Fleet and Charles Lightoller.
The children took part in a rotation of activities. They had
to identify what artefacts were used for, decide which passengers should have a
place aboard a lifeboat and decipher morse code. We had a great day and really
enjoyed ourselves!

YEAR 3 NEWS
YEAR 3 RE-SCHEDULED VIKING SAGA SINGING PERFORMANCE
Thank you to Year 3 children for their singing performance last Friday afternoon! This
was very much appreciated and enjoyed by the large number of parents who came to
support their children.
The children sang with such enthusiasm and confidence. Well done Year 3!

YEAR 4 NEWS
OSMINGTON BAY
The final balance for the Osmington Trip will be due on Friday 7th February 2020.
There will be a Parents’ Meeting on Wednesday 25th March at 6pm in the hall to discuss
the arrangements for the trip before the end of term.

PTA MEETING- SAVE THE DATE
We hope to hold the next PTA Meeting on Tuesday 11th February at 7pm in the Staff Room. We will
confirm this date next week but please pencil us in your diary. We have Mother’s Day events, Spring Disco,
Easter Bonnets and Spring Fair to organise. Your help will be greatly appreciated.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
Whole School Attendance (up to 21st January) is 96.2%. If this falls any lower, the school’s attendance will be
lower than the national average for primary schools.
34 children at our school have attendance below 90% since September and fall into the category of a
persistent absentee. Many of these children have had holidays in term time.
Parents are reminded that we expect our children to attend school every day. We understand that children
will occasionally fall ill and need time to rest and recover. Other than genuine illness, children should attend
school. Holidays in term time are very rarely authorised and parents do risk receiving a penalty notice if a
child is absent without authorisation.
On a much more positive note, 78 children have 100% attendance. 228 children altogether have good or
better attendance. Please keep this up. For many years we have worked hard to improve attendance at
school and we really must ensure attendance at school is prioritised.
Yours sincerely

Mrs J Di-Pede
Headteacher

See below for upcoming dates and advance notice.
UPCOMING DATES AND ADVANCE NOTICE
2020-21
Monday 17th – Friday 21st February
Wednesday 25th March
Friday 3rd April
Monday 20th April
Wednesday 29th April – Friday 1st May
Friday 8th May
Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May
Friday 17th July
Monday 20th July

Half Term Holidays
OB Parents’ Meeting in Hall at 6pm
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm
Summer Term Starts
Yr 4 Osmington Bay visit
May Day Holiday
Half Term Holidays
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm
Staff Training Day

Thursday 3rd September
Friday 4th September
Monday 7th September

Staff Training Day
Staff Training Day
Term Starts for Year 1,2,3,4

Please note that more information will be sent home via ParentMail and the Newsletter.

Ferndown First School

SCHOOL CLUBS - SPRING TERM 2020
Name of Club

Day

Cost/Contact Details

Chris Biddle – Tennis
Club
(All Years)

£1 per session
T
Monday
Lunchtime/Dates Chris Biddle - 07930 569342 or
(Re-starts
www.ferndowntennisclub.org.uk
Mon 2 March)

Danny Thomas
Football Club
(Years 1 & 2)

Tuesday

3.15 – 4.15pm

Book direct through:
www.dannythomascoachingacademy.co.uk

Karate Club
(Years R – 4)

Tuesday

3.05 – 4.15pm

£3.50 per session – pay at the door
Contact Roxie Ttoffali through school office.

Chess Club
(Years 2, 3 & 4)

Wednesday

FREE – Mr Watts

Danny Thomas –
Football Club
(Years 3 & 4)

Wednesday

Lunchtime
12.30 - French
Room
3.15 – 4.15pm

Spanish Club
(EYFS/Yrs 1 & 2)

Thursday

3.15 – 3.55pm

Chris Biddle – Tennis
Club
(Years 2, 3 & 4)
Danny Thomas Dodgeball Club
(Years 2, 3 & 4)

Friday

3.10 – 4.10pm

Contact Ximena Bleaney at
blmlanguagelearning@hotmail.com
or on 07530 291932
£3.50 per session
Contact Chris Biddle – as above to register.

Friday

3.05 – 4.00pm

Book direct with Danny Thomas – as above.

Book through Danny Thomas – as above.

Chris Biddle’s Half Term
February Tennis Camps 2020
Please see Chris’ flyer – the link to book
places is as follows:

http://bit.ly/HolidayCamps1

