
Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  

YEAR 1 – WHAT WOULD ALIENS THINK OF 
LIFE ON PLANET EARTH?  (6 WEEKS) 

    Key Questions   

How would you describe 
different materials to an alien? 

 

Can you see through 
everything? 

Which materials 
would make the 
best umbrella? 

Which material would be the best 
to make a bookshelf, dog basket, 

leotard, spoon and window? 

Can you design and make 
a shelter to keep Beegu 

safe, warm and dry? 
 

  
 

As readers and writers, children will 

 read the story Beegu’, by Alexis Deacon.  

 retell the story using simple sentences and use 
sentences that start with a capital letter and end 
with a full stop.  

 use time adverbials (After that…The next day…At 
last) to help them sequence their narrative 
writing.  

 proof read their own writing to check it makes 
sense.   

 write a recount of their experience making a 
simple shelter and about the materials used. 
 

As scientists, children will look at the difference between objects and the materials 
that they are made from. They will identify and name a variety of everyday 
materials including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water and rock. They will group 
together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their simple physical 
properties. 
 
As designers and makers, children will consider the question ‘Can we make a 
shelter to keep Beegu safe, warm and dry?’ Children will draw on their science 
knowledge to design a shelter for Beegu and explain why they have chosen their 
material for a purpose.  
 

Music PE PSHE RE ICT 

 Children will be learning to play notes 
on the ocarina and working towards 

performing ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’. 

Outdoors: 
Sending/returning with 
links to invasion games. 

Football/Rugby  
Dance 

 

Dreams and Goals: Children will set 
a goal and work out how to achieve 

it.  
 

 

Christianity: Was it always 
easy for Jesus to show 

friendship?  

Children will continue 
to practice their typing 
skills and think about 
keeping safe online.  

 
 



Key Vocabulary 

Science (Chemistry) 

 

Design and 

Technology  
solid Substance or object stays the same shape whether it is in a 

container or not. 
shelter A place giving protection from bad 

weather and danger. 

liquid A substance which is not solid but which flows and can be poured, 
for example water. 

strong Not easy to break or to damage. 

material Anything used for building or making something else. stable Resistant to change of position, 
lasting, steady. 

plastic An artificial substance made from certain kinds of chemicals that 
can be easily shaped when soft. 

material Anything used for building or 
making something else. 

wood The material which forms the trunks and branches of trees. structure A building or object constructed 
from several parts. 

metal A hard substance such as iron, steel, gold, or lead. construction The action of building something. 

glass A hard, clear material that breaks easily. join To link or connect. 

fabric Cloth or other material produced by weaving together threads. design A plan or drawing of something 
before it is made. 

stretchy  Slightly elastic and stretches easily. improve To make something better.  

rigid Difficult or impossible to bend; stiff.    

property Different qualities or characteristics.     

opaque You cannot see through it.    

transparent You can see through it.    

absorbent Able to soak up liquid or moisture.    

waterproof Does not let water through.    

classify To sort into groups.    

 


