
Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  

YEAR 2–WHY DO PEOPLE STILL TALK 
ABOUT THE TITANIC? (6 WEEKS) 

                                              Key Questions  

What was the 
Titanic? 

What was Britain 
like in 1912?   

What happened on 
the 14th April 1912? 

Who was on board 
the Titanic? Was their 

experience all the 
same? 

What music did the 
passengers onboard 

the Titanic enjoy? 

Who was the 
‘unsinkable’ Molly 

Brown? 

What is the legacy 
of the Titanic? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As readers and writers, children will  

 read the book ‘Traction Man’ by Mini Grey.  

 write a letter to the author to express their opinion.  

 write a set of instructions to explain how to care for a pet 
Scrubbing Brush.  

 plan a new adventure for Traction Man and Scissors. 

 use expanded noun phrases, verbs and adjectives to add 
interest and excitement to their writing. 

 read and discuss different machine poems. 

 write a simple report about materials using the conjunction 
‘because’ to explain.   

 

As historians, children will consider and find out about the sinking of the Titanic as a 
significant historical event beyond living history.  They will find out about what life was 
like on board, who would have been sailing on the ship and differences for first, second 
and third class passengers. On Wednesday 22nd January children will be taking part in a 
‘Titanic’ workshop at school led by the Sea City Museum, Southampton.  
 

As scientists, children will investigate different ways to change the shape of a solid 
material and identify new uses for it. They will perform simple tests and suggest answers 
to questions including ‘Do spoons always have to be made of metal?’ and ‘Can socks be 
made out of bamboo?’  
 

As designers, children will make a boat and experiment to find a way to make it travel 
further by trying different propellers.  
 

Music                  PE PSHE RE ICT 

  Learn to play an instrument.  
Recorder 

 
 
 

Outdoor: 
Sending/Returning skills 

for tennis.  
Gym: Paired balances. 

Dreams and Goals: 
Children will set a goal 
and work out how to 

achieve it. 

Islam: Prayer at home 
Key Question: Does praying at 

regular intervals every day help a 
Muslim in his/her everyday life? 

iSearch 
Using the web to find 

things out. 



Key Vocabulary 

Science (Chemistry)  

 

History 

rock Is the hard substance which the Earth is 
made of. maiden voyage 

The maiden voyage of a ship, aircraft or other craft is 
the first journey made by the craft in its intended duty. 

brick A hard block of dried or baked clay used as 
a building material. ocean liner  

An ocean liner is a passenger ship used as a form of 
transportation across seas or oceans. 

material Anything used for building or making 
something else. 

suffragettes A suffragette is a woman seeking the right to vote 
through organized protest. 

opaque You cannot see through it. equality Equality is the state of being equal, especially in status, 
rights, or opportunities. 

transparent You can see through it. class system A class consists of a set of people who share similar 
status with regards to factors like wealth, income, 
education and occupation.  absorbent Able to soak up liquid or moisture. 

waterproof Does not let water through. accommodation Accommodation is a room, group of rooms, or building 
in which someone may live or stay. 

suitability right for the situation or purpose; fitting. 

force Pushes and pulls in particular directions. lifeboats A lifeboat is a specially constructed boat launched from 
land to rescue people in distress at sea. 

squashing If something is squashed, they are pressed 
or crushed with such force that they lose 
their shape. 

lifejackets  A lifejacket is a sleeveless buoyant or inflatable jacket 
for keeping a person afloat in water. 

stretching To cause to become longer or wider.  Air 
inside balloons stretch them into different 
shapes. 

capacity Capacity is the maximum amount that something can 
contain. The Titanic had a capacity for 1,178 people. 

bending If you bend something that is flat or 
straight, you use force to make it curved or 
to put an angle in it. 

North Atlantic 
ocean 

The portion of the Atlantic Ocean that lies primarily 
between North America and the northeast coast of 
South America to the east, and Europe and the 
northwest coast of Africa to the west. 

twisting Turn a material to make a spiral shape, for 
example by turning the two ends of it in 
opposite directions. 

 legacy  A legacy of an event or period of history is something 
which is a direct result of it and which continues to 
exist after it is over. 

 


