
Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  
YEAR 3 – GREECE:  SMALL COUNTRY, BIG IMPACT? 

Key Questions 

Where is Greece and 
why do so many 

people enjoy going 
on holiday there?  

How do Greece’s 
physical features, 

including its climate, 
differ from ours? 

How does Greece’s climate 
impact on its people and 

what challenges do people 
face?  

Who were the 
Ancient Greeks 
and when did 

they live?  

What was everyday 
life like in Ancient 

Greece? 

What influence did the Ancient 
Greeks have on the world that 

we still see today? 
(Democracy, Olympics) 

 

 As readers and writers children will,  

 read the text ‘Greek Myths’ by Marcia Williams. 

 find out about different Greek gods and goddesses and create 
fact files.  

 write their own version of Theseus and the Minotaur, replacing 
the minotaur with a different creature to defeat!  

 mark paragraph changes with adverbials.  

 write a comparative report about Greece now and in the past.  
 
As historians, children will use a variety of resources about Greek 
life in the past and the impact Ancient Greece has had on the 
world today.  
 
As geographers, children will make comparisons between our country’s climate and physical 
features to that of Greece and the Mediterranean.  
 
As artists, children will draw upon Ancient Greek pottery designs to create a decorated fragment 
of pottery. Children will focus on the use of line and pattern.  
 
As scientists, children will identify that animals, including humans, need the right types and 
amount of nutrition. They will identify that humans and some other animals have skeletons and 
muscles for support, protection and movement. As designers, children will design a healthy snack. 
 

Music PE PSHE RE ICT 

Building on the skills they 
developed in Yr 2, children will 
continue to learn the recorder. 

 

Hockey  
Gymnastics – floor. Linking 
movements and patterns.  

Dreams and Goals: 
Children will set a goal and 
work out how to achieve 

it.  
 
 

 
 

Christianity: Jesus’ 
Miracles 

Could Jesus really heal 
people? Were these 
miracles or is there 

some other 
explanation? 

Algorithms.  
Sorting and splitting. 
How problems can be 

solved more easily. 
 

 



Key Vocabulary 

Science(Biology) 
 

History  

nutrition The act or process of eating and using the 
nutrients in food for living and growing.  

city-states 
  

A city-state is a country contained totally within the 
borders of a single city. 
  

calcium  Important for keeping our bones and teeth 
healthy. 

ancient 
civilisation 

An ancient civilization is an early settled and stable 
community. The ancient Greek civilisation became the 
basis for later states, nations, and empires. 

fibre Parts of plants or seeds that your body cannot 
digest. It is useful because it makes food pass 
quickly through your body. 

empire An empire is a large group of states or countries ruled over 
by a single ruler.  

fats Contained in foods such as meat, cheese, and 
butter which forms an energy store in your body. 

democracy Democracy is a system of government. The whole 
population elects a ruler/government representative.  

balanced diet The human body needs a balanced diet to work 
properly.  

government 
 

A government is a group of people with the authority to 
rule a country or state.  

skeleton The framework of bones in your body. legacy A legacy is something that is handed down from one 
period of time to another period of time. 

joints The junction between two or more bones. Olympic Games 
  

The greatest of the games or festivals of ancient Greece, 
held every four years in the plain of Olympia in Elis, in 
honour of Zeus.  
The Olympic Games are now a modern, international 
sports competition held once every four years. 

ribs The 12 pairs of curved bones that surround your 
chest. 

skull The bony part of your head which encloses your 
brain. 

mythology 
  

A collection of traditional stories, especially one belonging 
to a particular religious or cultural tradition. 

vertebrates An animal which has a spine. Mammals, birds, 
amphibians, reptiles, and fish are vertebrates. Geography 

invertebrates An animal which does not have a spine, for 
example an insect, a worm, or an octopus. 

climate The climate of a place is the general weather conditions 
that are typical of it.  

exoskeleton The protective or supporting structure covering 
the outside of the body. 

 Mediterranean  The Mediterranean refers to the southern part of Europe, 
which is next to the Mediterranean Sea. 

   Europe  The continent of Europe except for the British Isles. 

 


