
Ferndown First School – Topic Overview – Autumn 1  

YEAR 3 – HOW FAR CAN YOU THROW 
YOUR OWN SHADOW? 

                         Learning Challenge Questions  

What is a light source? 
How can you explain the 
relationship between the 

sun and the moon? 

How can you show 
your shadow changes 

according to the 
position of the sun? 

Why do footballers 
in a night match 
often have four 

shadows? 

How can you see 
around a corner? 

How can you set up an 
experiment to show 

how shiny things 
respond in the dark? 

What is the best material for 
making a shadow puppet? 
Can you create a painting 
which shows shadows and 

reflections? 

 

National Curriculum  
 
Using the core text ‘Orion and the Dark’ by Emma 
Yarlett, children will  

 develop their understanding of how writers use 
language and words to create an effect on the 
reader.   

 retell part of the story but add detail through 
adding extra dialogue and descriptive detail. 

 create their own poem based on ‘The Sound 
Collector’ by Roger McGough.  

 will write a non-chronological report about light 
sources. 

 
As scientists, children will be exploring how shadows are made and looking for patterns 
and what happens to shadows when the light source moves. Children will explore how 
light is reflected from the surface of objects. 
 
As artists, children will explore how artists have used techniques such as colour mixing 
and brush effects to show how light is reflected on objects.  
 
As designers, children will explore what a periscope is, how it works and what it is used 
for. Children will design and make a simple periscope using a step by step plan and a 
labelled diagram.  

Music PE PSHE RE ICT(iProgram) 

  Viking Saga Songs is an 
opportunity for children to join in 

with songs, stories and music-
making inspired by the gods and 
goddesses of Viking mythology. 

Gym: Travelling 
changing direction. 

Invasion Games: 
Passing Skills  

Being Me in My World. 
Children will consider what is 
needed to make our school a 

successful place. 

Hinduism – Would 
celebrating Diwali 
bring a sense of 

belonging to a Hindu 
child? 

Children are introduced to a visual 
programming language.   Using the 

context of games development, it will 
engage the children in creatively 

developing their own simple animations.  



 

Home Learning - How Far Can You Throw Your Own Shadow? 

 
Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. It should also support you to practise the skills which you need to improve and 
develop your understanding of the topics you are learning about in school. We want you to love learning and we look forward to seeing 
how you tackle some of these tasks. 
 

As a reader 
and writer 

Practise your 
spellings that are in 

your link book. 

Write a leaflet about 
how to help a child 
who is afraid of the 

dark. 

 

Write a letter to 
Orion telling him 

about the things that 
you are afraid of. 

Design an information 
leaflet about the 

dangers of looking at 
the sun and how you 
can protect your eyes. 

Read the book ‘The 
Owl Who Was Afraid 
of the Dark’. Can you 
design a new front 

cover? 

As a 
Mathematician 

Remember the 
number of hours in a 
day and the number 

of days in each 
month. 

 
Read the time on an 

analogue clock to the 
nearest 5 minutes. 

 
Draw the hands on a 

clock to show the 
time to the nearest 5 

minutes. 

Investigate the largest 
and smallest gap in 

days between 
significant dates in 

your household, e.g. 
birthdays. 

Make a game which 
practices the skill of 

telling the time. 

As an artist 
and designer 

Using the 
information known 

about shadows, 
create a poster. 

Draw a picture of your 
favourite scene from 
Orion and the Dark. 

 

Paint a picture of a 
character from ‘The 

Stolen Sun’. 

 

Using the information 
known about shadows, 

create a poster. 

 

Look at the books 
illustrated by Jan 

Pienkowski. Can you 
make a salute picture 

in his style? 

As a creator Make your own 
shadow puppet from 

a story of your 
choice. 

Make a pin-hole 
camera or a periscope. 

Learn how to make 
hand shadow 

puppets 

Create a picture scene 
from the story Orion 

and the Dark. 

 

Paint a picture which 
shows a reflection of 
an object in water. 

As a musician 
and dancer 

Find and learn a 
poem about light 

or shadows. 

Create actions and 
movement to go 
with your poem. 

Find a piece of music 
which reminds you 

of a dark night. 

Listen to a piece of 
music and feedback to 

the class about the 
different dynamics. 

Create a mirrored 
dance with a partner. 

 


