
 
 

Ferndown First School – Topic Overview  

YEAR 4 –   HOW CAN WE HEAR MUSIC?  
(6 WEEKS) 

Key Questions 

How are 
sounds made? 

How are 
sounds 

detected? 

How do sounds 
change? 

How does pitch change? What is volume? How does the distance from the 
sound affect the volume? 

  
 

As readers and writers, children will  

 read the 1842 version of ‘The Pied Piper of Hamelin’.  
 explore the rhyming tale and understand the key historical 

language it contains.  
 explore the characters of the Mayor and the Piper and their 

feelings at key points in the story.  
 add dialogue to show characters thoughts and feelings. 
 write their own version of ‘The Pied Piper’ changing one 

part, either the instruments or the animals.  
 write an explanation text about how we hear sounds using 

conjunctions in sentences.  
 

As scientists, children will identify how sounds are made and recognise that vibrations from 
sounds travel through a medium to the ear. Children will find patterns between the pitch of 
a sound and features of the object that produces it.  
 
Children will work scientifically to investigate how the thickness of elastic band affects the 
pitch they can make. Children will answer the question ‘How does the distance from the 
sound affect the volume?’ by investigating the relationship between energy and volume. 
 
As geographers, children will consider the question ‘Where would you choose to build a 
city?’ Children will consider the common features of many European towns and cities and 
the relationship between the development of settlements and rivers. 
 

Music PE PSHE RE ICT 

 Learn how to play the Ukulele. 
Children will learn to tune 

their instrument, use simple 
chords, play to a song and 
compose a piece of music.  

 

Netball – Marking and 
defending, 

intercepting. 
Gymnastics – focus on 
rise fall/high and low. 

Dreams and Goals: Children will 
set a goal and work out how to 

achieve it.  
 

Judaism: Passover 
Key Question: How important is 
it for Jewish people to do what 

God asks them to do? 

iConnect  
Computer networking incl. 
using web browsers and 

search engines safely and 
effectively. 



Key Vocabulary 

Science(Physics) 

 

Geography  

energy The power or ability to make something work or be 
active. 

hamlet  A small settlement without a church.  

sound Anything that people or animals can hear with their ears. village  A group of houses in the countryside, sometimes 
with a church and small shop.  

sound 
waves 

The waves of energy that we hear as sound. town  A place where there are lots of houses and shops. 
A town may have a local council that makes 
decisions for the people who live there.  

vibrate To move back and forth very rapidly and steadily. city 
 

A city is a large urban area where lots of people 
live close to each other. There are often lots of 
shops and services in a city. 

vibration The pulse that can be felt or heard due to vibrations. settlement 
 

A settlement is a place where people live. It can 
consist of a single house or a group of homes. 
Settlements can contain different types of 
housing, parkland, shops and factories. 
 

liquid A substance which is not solid but which flows and can 
be poured, for example water. 

ear canal The tube that opens in your outer ear and leads inside 
your ear.  

ear drum The thin pieces of tightly stretched skin inside each ear, 
which vibrate when sound waves reach them. 

rural The countryside. 

 

brain Organ inside your head that controls your body's 
activities and enables you to think and to feel things such 
as heat and pain. 

urban 
 

An area where a large amount of people live 
near to each other. Urban areas have lots of 
buildings and roads. 

pitch How high or low a sound is. suburban The outer parts of the city. 
 

volume The amount of sound conurbation 

 

A really big urban area is called a conurbation. A 
conurbation is when a city gets so big that it 
connects with other nearby towns and cities to 
form a huge urban area. 

solid Substance or object stays the same shape whether it is in 
a container or not. 

gas  A form of matter that is neither liquid nor solid.   

 


