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Dear Parents

WORLD BOOK DAY 2020
We had lots of fun celebrating World Book Day yesterday.
Children took part in fun World Book Day activities in class and also listened to a story
read by a surprise teacher during Teacher Swap story time.
As well as this, EYFS visited Ferndown Library where they listened to a story read by the
library staff. Thank you to those parent helpers who walked over with the children. Year 1 and Year 2 will
be visiting the library next week and Year 3 and Year 4, later on in the term. If you can spare the time to
help them walk over to the library, please speak to your child’s class teacher for more details.
At the end of the day, the children brought home a special £1 book token which they can swap for one of
the twelve (exclusive, new
and completely FREE) World Book Day
books from any local, participating
bookstore. Alternatively, the token can
be used to take £1 off any full price
book.
What a fantastic day! We are already
looking forward to next year!
Please take a look at our website for more
great pictures celebrating this event.

AIR POLLUTION RISK - VEHICLE IDLING!
We have noticed an increasing number of vehicles who are parked in the
school car park and who are running their engines whilst waiting for the gates
to open in the morning or waiting to collect their children at the end of the
school day. Vehicle idling is a major factor in poor air quality, particularly in
areas where there are a large number of waiting vehicles.
Please be mindful of the pollutants that are escaping into the atmosphere around our children and the
damage this can do to their health. We would, therefore, request your support to turn vehicles off once
parked. More information is available on vehicle idling from Gov.UK by copying and pasting the following
link into your browser: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/idling-drivers-could-face-higher-finesunder-new-government-crackdown

SCHOOL REPORTS AND PARENTS’ EVENING
Thank you to those parents who attended our Parents’ Evening this week. It was good
to see that so many parents are supporting their children by coming to meet with their
child’s teacher to discuss their child’s progress.
If you have not already collected your child’s report then please make an appointment
to meet your child’s teacher. It is important that teachers talk through reports with you.
Once you have seen your child’s teacher, we would be grateful if you could ensure that your Parent
Comment form is completed and returned to school as soon as possible but by Friday 3rd April, at the
latest.

CORONAVIRUS INFORMATION FROM GOV.UK
We are receiving daily updates from GOV.UK with regard to the Coronavirus. As
detailed on the GOV.UK website, the Government’s Coronavirus action plan was
launched on Tuesday. The action plan can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan
The importance of hygiene
The Department of Health and Social Care recently launched a public information campaign that focuses
on the importance of handwashing. Washing hands for 20 seconds is central to prevent and slow the
spread of coronavirus (COVID-19). Details can be found
here:https://www.gov.uk/government/news/public-information-campaign-focuses-on-handwashing
Current advice remains in place: No school should close in response to a suspected (or confirmed) COVID19 case unless advised to do so by Public Health England.
We need to take a proportionate and measured approach, following the advice we have received. Children
do not need to wear face masks or bring their own hand sanitiser to school. We are encouraging regular
and thorough handwashing, which is the most appropriate measure at this time. We are also introducing
additional precautionary site cleaning measures.

SAFEGUARDING REMINDERS


The Designated Safeguarding Lead at this school is Mrs Jo Di-Pede, Headteacher, If you have a
concern and wish to speak with Mrs Di-Pede, please contact the school office. More safeguarding
information is available on the school website.



An ‘Information for Parents’ page on our website also provides lots of links that you may find of
interest: https://www.fernfirst.dorset.sch.uk/useful-links/.



Another useful website regarding e-safety that parents may find useful is parentinfo.org.

FERNDOWN FIRST FACEBOOK – TECHNICAL PROBLEM!
Unfortunately, there is a technical problem, which is preventing our website articles
appearing on our Facebook page. Whilst we try to resolve this problem, please visit our
website or our Twitter feed @ferndownfirst, as there are some great articles and photos
from World Book Day and Arts Week we'd like you to see.

PTA NEWS and DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
THURSDAY 12TH MARCH – Only 7 places left
Thank you to everyone who has reserved their child’s place through
ParentMail for the school Disco which is taking place on Thursday 12th March.
As of this morning, there are only 7 places left. Once all places have been
reserved, a ParentMail will be sent out to parents to advise that this event is
full. Please note: Your child will not be admitted to the Disco unless you
have reserved a place for them via ParentMail.
Children in EYFS will enjoy a short Disco at the end of the school day.

MOTHER’S DAY EVENT
FRIDAY 20TH MARCH
A ParentMail flyer has already been sent
out for this event.

EASTER BONNET COMPETITION
TUESDAY 31ST MARCH
Please look out for the flyer being sent home via
ParentMail.

GENERAL NEWS AND REMINDERS
NSPCC ASSEMBLY – THURSDAY 12TH MARCH
As advised in the ParentMail recently sent home, the NSPCC, the UK’s leading children’s charity, will be
delivering their Speak out. Stay safe assembly to children on Thursday 12th March. This is a nationwide
programme for every primary-school-aged child in the UK and Channel Islands.
Through child-friendly, interactive assemblies and workshops, the NSPCC’s specially trained staff and
volunteers will give children information about how to keep themselves safe from harm and how to get
help if they have any worries. This includes ‘Talk PANTS’, which is a simple way for parents to help keep
children safe from sexual abuse.
Please refer to the letter sent home for further
details and help for parents regarding this
programme.

CASTLEMAN ACADEMY TRUST - CONSULTATION
Thank you to those parents who responded to the Castleman Academy Trust (CAT)
consultation recently. Further information will be sent home to parents in due course,
however, this is not likely to be until the beginning of April.

EASTER SERVICE
We are very much looking forward to our Easter Service at St Mary's Church on Wednesday
1st April at 9am.
Parents, families and friends are welcome to join us at the service but we must allow the
children into church first. Our school is growing and we have almost 350 children to get seated.
The congregation are asked to wait in The Beacon or wait outside church for us to arrive. When all the
children have been seated, we will be able to offer any remaining seats to the congregation. Unfortunately,
for some it will mean standing room only.
We would be grateful for help so if any parent is available to help walk the children down to the church,
please speak to your child’s class teacher.

The PTA will be running our very popular Easter Bonnet Competition again, this year. Entries will cost £2 and
bonnets will be judged on Tuesday 31st March, with the winners announced at church on Wednesday 1st
April. More information about this will be coming home shortly.

INDIVIDUAL/SIBLING PHOTOS
Ashley Wood Studios will be in school on Thursday 19th and Friday 20th March to take
individual and sibling photos. When the proofs are received and sent out, parents will also
be given details regarding the ordering process.

SUPPORT FERNDOWN FIRST SCHOOL WITH THE EASYFUNDRAISING APP

Our Easy Fundraising supporter numbers are growing and we are close to having raised £100 for the
school, in only a couple of months. It’s just so easy. If everyone who shops online supported us, we really
could earn a substantial amount of extra income for the school.
It won’t cost you a penny.
Please help us by setting up the bookmark reminder button or downloading the app.
Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ferndown1st/

YEAR 4 NEWS
FINAL OSMINGTON BAY MEETING
We look forward to seeing parents at the final Parents’ Meeting on Wednesday 25th
March 2020 at 6.00pm in the hall. During the meeting Mr Watts will go through
important logistical information about the visit and answer any questions you may have.
If you are unable to attend due to other commitments, please let the school office or Mr
Watts know as it is important that everyone is familiar with the arrangements for the visit.
Parents will be receiving an information booklet shortly which will require details to be completed and
returned to Mr Watts as soon as possible.
YR 4 SWIMMING GALA – WEDNESDAY 18TH MARCH
Good luck to the children representing the school at the Year 4 Swimming Gala on
Wednesday 18th March at Canford School. We hope you have a great time and
enjoy this special event!
Yours sincerely

Mrs J Di-Pede
Headteacher

See below for upcoming dates and advance notice.
UPCOMING DATES AND ADVANCE NOTICE
2020-21
Thursday 12th March
Thursday 19th / Friday 20th March
Friday 20th March
Wednesday 25th March
Tuesday 31st March
Wednesday 1st April
Friday 3rd April
Monday 20th April
Wednesday 29th April – Friday 1st May
Friday 8th May
Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May
Friday 17th July
Monday 20th July

PTA School Disco
Ashley Wood Photographer in school
PTA Mother’s Day Event
OB Parents’ Meeting in Hall at 6pm
PTA Easter Bonnet Competition
Easter Service at St Mary’s Church
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm
Summer Term Starts
Yr 4 Osmington Bay visit
May Day Holiday
Half Term Holidays
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm
Staff Training Day

Thursday 3rd September
Friday 4th September
Monday 7th September

Staff Training Day
Staff Training Day
Term Starts for Year 1,2,3,4

Please note that more information will be sent home via ParentMail and the Newsletter.

Ferndown First School

SCHOOL CLUBS - SPRING TERM 2020
Name of Club

Day

Cost/Contact Details

Chris Biddle – Tennis
Club
(All Years)

Monday

£1 per session
T
Lunchtime/Dates Chris Biddle - 07930 569342 or
www.ferndowntennisclub.org.uk

Danny Thomas
Football Club
(Years 1 & 2)

Tuesday

3.15 – 4.15pm

Book direct through:
www.dannythomascoachingacademy.co.uk

Karate Club
(Years R – 4)

Tuesday

3.05 – 4.15pm

£3.50 per session – pay at the door
Contact Roxie Ttoffali through school office.

Chess Club
(Years 2, 3 & 4)

Wednesday

FREE – Mr Watts

Danny Thomas –
Football Club
(Years 3 & 4)

Wednesday

Lunchtime
12.30 - French
Room
3.15 – 4.15pm

Spanish Club
(EYFS/Yrs 1 & 2)

Thursday

3.15 – 3.55pm

Chris Biddle – Tennis
Club
(Years 2, 3 & 4)
Danny Thomas Dodgeball Club
(Years 2, 3 & 4)

Friday

3.10 – 4.10pm

Contact Ximena Bleaney at
blmlanguagelearning@hotmail.com
or on 07530 291932
£3.50 per session
Contact Chris Biddle – as above to register.

Friday

3.05 – 4.00pm

Book direct with Danny Thomas – as above.

Book through Danny Thomas – as above.
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