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2nd April 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
End of Spring Term Update 
 

How are you? We hope that you and your families are staying safe and well. 
 
Had normal service not been so horribly interrupted for us all, we would have been eagerly anticipating 
the start of the Easter holiday at the end of this week.  I know many families and staff had been looking 
forward to the break and were excited about their travel plans to see relatives or to celebrate special 
family occasions. For now, these plans are all on hold whilst the country continues to tackle the current 
health pandemic. 
 
Thank You 
I want to thank parents for your commitment to the children's learning at home.  I know from my 
conversations with you, from the messages I am receiving, from the comments on our school Facebook 
page and from the telephone contact you are having with teachers, that you are doing your best and, 
actually, doing quite an amazing job. We understand that it will have required patience and can imagine 
there will have been some testing times. 
 
Phone Calls from Teachers 
Teachers have been ringing every child in their class to say hello and to offer support. As we are working 
in strange times, we do intend to maintain this telephone contact and we will call at least once over the 
next couple of weeks.  Please can we remind parents that you may receive a call from an unknown 
number 07464 362111. This number is a school number which we use to make outbound calls. You can’t 
call us on this number. 
 
Childcare for Critical Workers 
Staff are continuing to provide childcare support for a very small number of children. Parents are 
reminded that this is a last resort option only. We are strictly applying the government criteria and parents 
must speak with the school office if they need further assistance. For families who have needed this 
support over the past two weeks, we will be making contact with you directly to plan for after Easter. 
 
Easter Holidays 
Over Easter, we don't expect families to maintain their full home learning schedule that many of you have 
been following. Of course, if it suits you and your children, that's fine but we would encourage everyone to 
have some time to relax. 
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Free School Meals 

From Monday 6th April onwards, there will be no hot meal service or packed lunch service provided by 
the school kitchen.  If your child is eligible for a free school meal, you will have received an email with 
details about a voucher scheme which has been set up to support you. 
 
Please note – this is for families who are eligible based on an income assessment and does not include 
Universal Free School Meal entitlement. 
 
Office  

There will be limited cover to answer phone calls between 6th April and 17th April. The best way to 
contact us, during this time, is via email please. 
 
Home Learning 

For children in Year 1, 2, 3 and 4 we have already provided the first half of a comprehensive Home 
Learning Pack which included 60 pages of useful learning tasks and a Spelling Journal.  
 
Alongside a planned schedule of other learning on the website for each year group, there is a substantial 
amount of varied home learning for the children to do. To access the second half of the Home Learning 
packs for KS1 and KS2 please go the school website.  Many of the tasks can be completed on paper. For 
families who would like a paper copy, please request this via the school office email address and we will 
make arrangements to post or deliver these to you after Easter. 
 
Children in EYFS are using Tapestry as the main source for home learning tasks. If any parent is having 
any difficulty with Tapestry, please contact the office by email. 
 
Reading Books 

We are sorry that it is not possible to arrange to replace reading books at the moment. Parents can 
access colour banded reading books for their child to read on the Oxford Owl website. Please ask your 
child’s teacher for advice about which books they recommend.  
 
Safeguarding 

The school still has a statutory responsibility to safeguard our pupils. If anyone is concerned for a child, 
please get in touch with me. We will do everything possible to help. 
 
Summer Term - Postponed and Cancelled Events 
It is inevitable that much anticipated events in our school diary are likely to be rescheduled, postponed 
and in some cases cancelled. We will wait for further guidance from the Government and the Department 
for Education before we can confirm plans. We will let parents know as soon as possible. 
 
Starting School and Transition to Middle School 

We are very mindful that parents and children will have questions about how transition to our school and 
to Middle School will work this year. We are already planning for all eventualities and I am in weekly 
contact with the Headteachers at all the Ferndown schools, to ensure we plan a co-ordinated transition, at 
an appropriate time. Unfortunately, there are too many unknowns at this stage to commit to firm 
arrangements. 
 
Finally, I would like to say thank you to the staff at Ferndown First School who have quickly adjusted to 
new routines to ensure our children’s learning can continue at home. I have spoken to many parents who 
really appreciate the work of the whole school team, in these strange circumstances.  We thank you for 
your kind comments. 
 
Look after yourselves, everyone. We are thinking of you all. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mrs J M Di-Pede 
Headteacher 


