
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Friday 8th May is the 75th anniversary of Victory over Europe, when the nation will join 
together to commemorate the service and sacrifice of the WWII generation, then and 
now.  
 
As we recognise their extraordinary contributions, we want to invite families to explore 
VE Day together. 
 
This curriculum information details:  
 

• the knowledge organiser for the topic to promote discussion and provide 
visual reminders;  

• the key knowledge that we would want children to retain;  
• online resources to support learning; 
• activities that are manageable in the home. 

 

 

VE Day Information 

Key Stage One 



 

Key Knowledge: 

 VE day stands for Victory in Europe. 

 VE Day marks the day towards the end of World War Two (WW2) when 

fighting against Nazi Germany in Europe came to an end. 

 On 8 May 1945, Prime Minister Winston Churchill made an announcement on 

the radio at 3pm that the war in Europe had come to an end, following 

Germany's surrender the day before. 

 The Royal British Legion is the largest armed forces charity.  

 

How was VE Day celebrated? 

 VE Day was a national holiday. 

 Many people were extremely happy that the fighting had stopped and there 

were big celebrations and street parties. 

 There were huge crowds with lots of people dressed in red, white and blue. 

People gathered outside Buckingham Palace in London. 

 Many people also attended church services to thank God for the victory. 

 Victory in Europe was marked around the world.  

 

 

Online resources:  

 https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/world-war-ii/ve-day/ 

 

 Research Anne Frank. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7d7gwx/articles/zm4v7nb 

 

 Research Winston Churchill. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkrkscw/articles/zfq9pg8 

 

 https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/dan-snows-ve-day-challenge/ 

 

 Espresso (username: student10927 password: online15-4) 

https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/modules/resource_box/second_world/

page_1.html?source=search-all-KS1-all-all&source-keywords=VE%20Day 

 

 VE Day70th anniversary: 

https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/news/video/item81

5395/grade1/index.html?source=search-all-KS1-all-all&source-

keywords=VE%20Day 
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Activities: 

• Study photographs of VE Day.  

https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/10-photos-of-ve-day-celebrations 

• Create a timeline of World War II.  

• Using a map, find some of the countries involved in WWII.  

• Organise a 1940's style street party.  

Use your maths skills to work out a budget, DT skills (cooking and 

nutrition) to prepare some food, and play or dance to 1940s music. 

• Food could include; pear crumble, spam hash, cottage pie or bread 

pudding.  

• Explore a number of dance styles and music from this period, such as The 

Jitterbug and The Lindy Hop. 

• Make decorations and blunting in red, white and blue. 

• Play some traditional games such as cards, marbles, dice and jacks. 

• Dress up in 1940s attire. 

• Write a letter or postcard to a friend or family member telling them about 

VE Day.  

• Sing a song to remember VE Day. For example:  The White Cliffs of Dover 

or Dame Vera Lynn’s ‘We’ll Meet Again’. 

• Act out Winston Churchill’s iconic speech. 

• Create a newspaper front page or article from the 8th May 1945. 

• Make your own spitfire glider.  

• Design a VE Day medal.  

• Research the use of ration books. You could even make your own and use 

it for some role play! 

• Find out about the use of Morse Code during WWII.  

• Support a veterans’ charity.  
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