FERNDOWN FIRST SCHOOL
Mountbatten Drive
Ferndown
Dorset
BH22 9FB
Tel no: 01202 873747
Fax no: 01202 890121
E-mail: office@fernfirst.dorset.sch.uk
Website: www.fernfirst.dorset.sch.uk

Mrs Jo Di-Pede BA (Hons) NPQH
Headteacher
17th July 2020
END OF YEAR NEWSLETTER

As we close for the summer holidays today, I want to thank our whole school community – children,
parents, staff and Governors for their support and co-operation throughout the year and in particular,
since March 20th.
Back in September, we could never have anticipated that the school year would be so disrupted and that
our usual summer term celebrations, events and traditions would have to be cancelled. Whilst we have all
had to cope with disappointments and challenges, there is still plenty to be very proud of and lots to look
forward to.
Our children, both those in school and those working from home more recently, have been wonderfully
resilient and have coped remarkably well with the many changes to their daily routines. Parents have
adjusted to the demands of juggling home learning and their own work and home responsibilities. Staff
have worked tirelessly in so many different and new ways to support the children and our families. It’s
been a team effort throughout and I am grateful to everyone who has played their part.
This week we have spent two days with many of our Year 4 children before they leave us for middle
school. Whilst we haven’t been able to offer our more traditional leavers’ events, we have had a lot of fun
together, sharing memories of their time at Ferndown First School. We will miss Year 4 and the small
number of children in other year groups who are leaving us for new schools in September. I am confident
that we send them on their way in a good place to build on their learning journey with us.
SEPTEMBER – RE-OPENING SCHOOL IN AUTUMN TERM
All children will be expected to return to school in September and
parents will need to take time to understand the changes we will be
making to many of our day to day procedures.
Attached with this newsletter is an outline of our plans.
More information and fine details will be shared with you during the
summer holidays.
GOVERNOR RECRUITMENT
We have a vacancy for a parent governor from September 2020. We will be seeking
interest from parents who feel they may be able to contribute their skills to the
governing board who have a role in overseeing the strategic direction of the school.
More details will follow after the holidays but, if in the meantime, you would like further
details or would like to express an interest, please contact us via the office email.

CAR PARK PROVISION – IMPORTANT CHANGES IN SEPTEMBER
Day to day routines and procedures will change in September and there will be very
restricted access to the school car park. This is to provide safe waiting spaces and safe
access to different doors in school.
We have a long term arrangement in place with St Mary’s Church, Ferndown who have
very kindly offered the use of their car park to our parents at the beginning and end of
the school day. Other local car parks are available, only a short walk to school.
We ask every parent to understand the reasons why we must do this and ask you to fully co-operate
please and adjust to this change. Please think about where you can park safely in the local area and
please show courtesy to the residents of Mountbatten Drive and Brabourne Avenue, by avoiding parking
there.
Parents with valid disabled badges should register with the office.
BUILDING WORK – POSTPONED
Planned building work during the holidays, including the installation of new toilets for
children in Years 2, 3 and 4 and other work in the Year 3 base and gallery has,
unfortunately, been postponed for this year. We will keep you updated re these rescheduled works in due course.

BREAKFAST CLUB – SMALL PRICE PER SESSION INCREASE
As advised via ParentsMail, Breakfast Club fees will increase to £3 per day from
September 2020. We are revising our terms and conditions accordingly. All
future Breakfast Club bookings will be made in accordance with the revised
terms and conditions.
Parents are also advised that, whilst Breakfast Club will re-open at the start of the Autumn term, we will be
reviewing all daily routines and procedures in accordance with DfE guidance.
To book places for September, please email the school office with your requirements. Details regarding
booking forms and paying for your child’s Breakfast Club place will be advised in due course.

REPORTS
Thank you to those parents who have collected their child’s reports from school this
week.
We still, have a few reports that have not been collected. These will remain at school
and will be sent home when you collect your child during the first week back at school.

ATTENDANCE & BEHAVIOUR FROM SEPTEMBER 2020
CHOOL – STARTING 13TH SEPTEM
In line with DfE guidelines, all children will be expected to attend school from September. Our school
Attendance Policy will indicate that attendance will be compulsory from this date.
The school’s Behaviour Policy is also being updated to reflect the current guidelines from the DfE with
regard to children’s behaviour, in light of heightened need to be hygienic and Covid aware.
For more information on what parents and carers need to know about their child returning to school in
the autumn term, please use the link here.

UNIFORM
When we return to school in September, all children are expected to wear school uniform. Details of our
uniform can be found on the school website. Please note: Black skirts, shorts and trousers are not part

of Ferndown First School’s uniform and we ask parents to ensure that children wear the correct colour on
their return to school in September. Thank you.
The School Shop in West Moors supplies uniform for our school and can be contacted on 01202 893040.
More details can also be found on their website http://theschoolshopdorset.co.uk/home/3596415

PTA
The PTA has worked hard to offer a range of events and activities for the
children this year.
We are indebted to all PTA members for their help in raising valuable
funds for the school.
Some parents of children in Year 4 have been supportive PTA members. Thank you for helping us.
Look out for information about events planned for autumn term. We may have to think a little differently
about ways to raise funds. We are also required to give notice of the PTA AGM – please see the formal
notice at the end of this newsletter.
Provisional Date - Tuesday 15th September at 7pm
Further information will be made available about whether this meeting can proceed online.

HC3S – SCHOOL MEALS FROM SEPTEMBER
The way we provide hot meals to the children will be different from September. Children can bring their
own packed lunch, if they wish, however, those who do not will need to choose a meal each morning.

You do not need to pre-order.
Meals are free of charge if your child is in Year R, 1 and 2 or eligible for benefit related free school meals.
Meals for all other children in Years 3 and 4 cost £2.30 and parents will be invoiced for these meals weekly.
We have provided the 3-week menu below so you can discuss this with your child over the holidays.
Please note that when children return on 7th September they will choose from WEEK
below.

3 OPTIONS

Week 1
Monday
Pork Sausages in a
roll
Vegetarian
Sausage in a roll
Diced Potatoes

Tuesday
Chicken Fajita
Cheese and Onion
Quiche
Cheese Straw

Wednesday
Homemade
Fishcake
Cheese and
Tomato Pizza
Crinkle Cut
Wedges

Thursday
Chicken Goujons

Friday
Fish Finger Wrap

Vegetable
Goujons
Diced Potatoes

Cheese and Onion
Puff
Chips

Wednesday
Tuna Melt

Thursday
Chicken Grill in a
bun
Cheese and
Mayonnaise in a
roll
Diced Potatoes

Friday
Battered Fish in a
roll
Vegetarian
Sausage Puff

Week 2
Monday
Sausage Roll
Vegetarian
Sausage in a roll
Crinkle cut
Wedges

Tuesday
Chicken Goujon
Wrap
Vegetable Goujon
Wrap

Cheese and
Tomato Pizza

Cheese Straw

Crinkle cut
Wedges

Chops

Monday
Chicken Goujon
Wrap
Vegetable Swirl

Tuesday
Pork Sausages

Wednesday
Ham Roll

Thursday
Lamb Kebab Pitta

Friday
Fish Finger Wrap

Vegetarian
Sausages

Cheese and
Tomato Pizza

Vegetarian
Sausage Puff

Crinkle Cut
Wedges

Cheese Straw

Crinkle Cut
Wedges

Diced Potatoes

Cheese, Tomato
and Basil
Quesadilla
Chips

Week 3

In addition to the main or vegetarian option, children will have a choice of the following each day:
· Vegetable sticks or vegetables of the day
· Fruit Wedges
· Dessert of the day

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS PROVISION FROM SEPTEMBER 2020
We are unable to offer any after school clubs for the foreseeable future. This will be kept under review.
TERM DATES FOR 2020/2021
AUTUMN TERM 2020

Staff Training Day
Staff Training Day
Term Starts
Half Term
Term Ends

Thursday 3 September
Friday 4 September
Monday 7 September
Monday 26 October – Friday 30 October
Friday 18 December – school ends 1.30pm

SPRING TERM 2021

Term Starts
Monday 4 January
Half Term Holiday
Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February
Thursday 1 April – school ends 1.30pm
Term Ends
A minimum of 3 remaining Staff Training Days for 2020-21 to be advised.
AND FINALLY..
Have a happy, safe and memorable holiday with your wonderful children. Before you know it, it will be
Monday 7th September and we will re-open for the new academic year.
Yours sincerely

Mrs J M Di-Pede
Headteacher

PTA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – PROVISIONAL DATE
SUBJECT TO RESTRICTIONS

The Ferndown First School PTA (reg. charity number 1014904) hereby gives notice of its
Annual General Meeting to be held on Tuesday 15th September 2020 at 7.00pm - 8.30pm, in the Staff Room.
The AGM will precede our normal monthly meeting.
We must hold an AGM each year according to our Constitution, and at this meeting our Committee Officers
are elected.
If you wish to stand as Chair, Vice-Chair, Treasurer or Secretary you must complete the attached form,
have your name proposed and seconded by parents of the school, and return the slip to the school office
before 3pm on Wednesday 9th September 2020.
You should then attend the AGM when voting will take place.
Appointments are for the term of one year. Anyone is welcome to be a Committee Member
At the AGM we will also have a brief report on the work of the PTA over the last year, a financial report,
and a look forward to forthcoming fundraising events.
Formal meetings take place every other month with sub-committees for each fundraising event being formed.
Sub-committees can then arrange meet at convenient times and be as inclusive as possible.
If you have a child at our school you are already a member of the PTA.
Please come and show your support!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PTA AGM - 15 September 2020
I wish to stand for the PTA Office of
Chair / Vice-Chair / Treasurer / Secretary / Committee Member (* circle as appropriate)
Name…………………………………..…. Signed ……………………………………
Proposer’s Name………………………… Signed……………………………………..
Seconder’s Name ……………………….. Signed……………………………………
Dated: …………………………………
Please return to the school office by 3pm on Wednesday 9 September 2020.
Thank you.

Spanish Club
Ximena Bleaney
Spanish tutor registered with La Jolie Ronde
(+44) 07530 291932
Sign up for classes on:
Club Enrolment
Follow me on:
Bright Little Minds (Facebook)
Bright Little Minds (Instagram)
We have been advised by Ximena, the Spanish tutor running an after-school Spanish Club for children at
our school, that she will not be continuing with classes in school when we return in September but is
continuing to offer online classes for children for the foreseeable future.
If your child is interested in taking part, please contact her on the above number. Parents are advised that
they will need to satisfy themselves that the right procedures are in place and supervise their child
accordingly.

