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Dear Parents

DfE – LETTER FOR PARENTS ABOUT COVID-19 SYMPTOMS
W RECEPTION 2021 – HAVE YOU APPLIED FOR YOUR CHILD’S PLACE
Public Health England has asked schools to distribute a letter to parents which
explains when a person requires a coronavirus test and what the symptoms of
coronavirus are.

The letter is being sent as an attachment with this Newsletter.
Please take time to read it – it contains some very important information.

CAT (CASTLEMAN ACADEMY TRUST) UPDATE
School Leaders and Governors of Ferndown First School continue to work alongside our colleagues at
Parley First School, Ferndown Middle School and the Castleman Academy Trust to prepare for academy
conversion.
The focus for our work this term is school finances, finance systems, legal preparation and staff TUPE
consultation. More information will be shared with parents in due course.

‘HERE WE ARE’ – RECONNECTION CURRICULUM
As part of our whole school project “Here We Are”, the children
have been writing notes to each other to make sure we look after
our environment, our planet and each other.
Every child has made a contribution and many of their messages
about how we can make the world a better place have been
shared in assembly.
Thank you, Miss Kara, for helping us to display the children’s
special messages.

VACANCY FOR A PARENT GOVERNOR
We have a vacancy for a parent governor.
Although academy conversion will bring slight changes to the way the school is
governed, we will still have our own local governing board who will continue to make
an important contribution.
The school’s governing board is responsible, at the moment, for providing confident and strategic
leadership, and creating robust accountability, oversight and assurance for the school’s educational and
financial performance. The board is passionate about education and committed to continuous school
improvement to ensure the best possible outcomes for our pupils.
As a parent governor, you will work with the board to ensure it effectively carries out the duties referred to
above. You will also play a vital role in ensuring that the board is mindful of the views of parents and the
local community.
If you have any questions about being a Parent Governor or would like to attend an informal online
meeting with representatives from the Governing Board to find out more, please speak with Mrs Di-Pede.

YO– EP UP TO DAT

TAPESTRY ACCOUNTS

You will have been advised in a recent letter that all schools must soon be
ready to provide remote education to children who are required to self-isolate, or in areas where local
lockdowns are implemented.
At Ferndown First School, families in EYFS and Year 1 are already using Tapestry for home learning, and
this has now been extended to all year groups to ensure we are remote learning ready.
Tapestry is a secure online learning journal which is widely used in schools and early years settings, both in
the UK and around the world. Tapestry can be accessed via your desktop web browser or by downloading
the Tapestry Journal app to your mobile device or tablet.
It allows schools to share photos, videos, documents and messages with parents, and parents are able to
respond with photos, videos and messages of their own. This will ensure that we are well prepared to
provide high-quality home learning where this is necessary.
Tapestry is also a great way to keep parents up to date with what your child is learning at school. Teachers
will be able to post a weekly photo or video with some information about what their class have been
learning during the week.

DORSET COUNCIL SURVEY REQUEST –
PLEASE HELP US UNDERSTAND THE IMPACT OF THE
PANDEMIC FOR FAMILIES AND YOUNG PEOPLE WITH SEND
Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission have invited some Local Areas to take part in a series of SEND
Interim Visits beginning October 20. The Dorset Local Area have welcomed the opportunity to take part
and the visit is set to take place 6-7 October.
Dorset Council has, therefore, asked us to encourage those families and young people with special
educational needs and / or disabilities (SEND) to complete the Ofsted surveys detailed below. This will help
Dorset Council’s understanding of the impact of the pandemic on children and young people with SEND.
For example, whether they got the right support at the right time under lockdown, and whether they’re
getting it now.

Ofsted have set up two online surveys, one for parents and carers and also one for young people with
SEND over the age of 16.
The survey for parents and carers is available at
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Survey_for_Parents_and_Carers_ER/?utm_source=Dorset+Council&utm_c
ampaign=7af5f56457EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_11_21_01_35_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bc36c809757af5f56457The survey for children and young people with SEND aged 16-25 is available at
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Survey_for_Young_People_with_SEND_ER/?utm_source=Dorset+Council
&utm_campaign=7af5f56457EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_11_21_01_35_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bc36c809757af5f56457The deadline for completion is 30th September.
If you require further information then this can be found via the following link:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/interim-phase-areasend?utm_source=Dorset+Council&utm_campaign=7af5f56457EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_11_21_01_35_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bc36c809757af5f56457-

NEW RECEPTION 2021 – HAVE YOU APPLIED FOR YOUR CHILD’S PLACE?
Parents of those children born between 1.9.16 and 31.8.17 can now apply for their child’s school place for
September 2021. Please go to the link at www.dorsetforyou.com/school-admissions and follow the
instructions for applying online. 15th January 2021 is the closing date for starting school for the first time
application. The Parents’ Guide that Dorset Council has produced provides detailed information relating
to choosing your child’s school place:
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/apply-for-a-schoolplace/parents-guide/parents-guide-2021-2022.pdf

IS YOUR CHILD DUE TO START MIDDLE SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2021? APPLY
FOR YOUR CHILD’S PLACE NOW
If your child is due to start or transfer to a Middle school in September 2021, you must apply for a school
place through the local authority where you live. For more information and to apply online, go to
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/apply-for-a-schoolplace/starting-junior-or-middle-school.aspx. Please note that the closing date for applications is 15th
January 2021. Parents will not receive the confirmed offer of their child’s place until 16th April 2021.

SCHOOL INFORMATION - IMPORTANT REMINDERS
IF YOUR CHILD IS UNWELL
Parents are asked to follow advice provided by the NHS which is being kept up to date and
includes specific guidance about Coronavirus.
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

CONTACT DETAILS
Do we have the right contact details for you? Please advise the school office of any changes as
soon as possible, as it is imperative that we have the correct information for your child should
we need to contact you.
HAIRSTYLES
Parents are reminded that fashion hairstyles, including colouring, tramlines and razored cuts, are not
acceptable. Parents are also asked to ensure that any hair below collar length is tied up with a dark coloured
band/hair fastener.
UNIFORM
In line with our school uniform policy, parents are reminded that skirts/pinafores/trousers should be grey,
not black, please. Black shoes should be worn. A yellow polo shirt which parents can purchase from our
supplier, Sainsbury in Ferndown, is the required colour for this school and we would ask that, if possible, the
polo shirts are purchased from there.

ADVANCE NOTICE – STAFF TRAINING DAY
Parents are reminded that Monday 2nd November will be a Staff Training Day and school will therefore
be closed to children.
Yours sincerely

Mrs J Di-Pede
Headteacher
UPCOMING DATES AND ADVANCE NOTICE
2020
Monday 26 October – Friday 30 October

Half Term Holiday

Friday 18th December

Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm

Monday 2nd November

Staff Training Day – School closed

2021
Monday 4th January
Monday 15th – Friday 19th February
Thursday 1 April

Spring Term starts
Half Term Holidays
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm

Monday 19th April
Monday 3rd May
Monday 31st May (BH) – Friday 4th June
Friday 23rd July

Summer Term Starts
May Day Holiday
Half Term Holidays
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm

2 further Staff Training Days are yet to be taken and you will be notified of these dates in due course.

Advertisements
(Ferndown First School does not endorse any advertisements published in this Newsletter)

Tennis at Ferndown King George V playing fields
Chris Biddle used to run CSBTC, the coaching programme at Ferndown.
Chris is still involved but under a new name called Live4Tennis LLP which is a new partnership business
between Chris and Ian Griffin.
If you are interested in registering your child then please see the details in the flyer below.

