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Dear Parents

–
STAFF UPDATE
EMINDER - COVID-19 SYMPTOMS
After thirteen years of loyal service at Ferndown First School, we will be
saying goodbye to Mrs Doswell at the end of the Autumn Term, when she
will leave us to become the Headteacher at The Dunbury Primary
Academy.
Mrs Doswell joined Ferndown First School in 2007 as a part-time class
teacher. Over the past thirteen years, her role has changed substantially
and in 2015 she became our Assistant Headteacher, leading our work on
Inclusion and SEND.
We owe Mrs Doswell a huge debt of gratitude for the substantial contribution she has made as a senior
leader at our school. She has been an inspiring and loyal colleague, an incredible mentor for staff and
completely committed in her support for our most vulnerable children and families.
Whilst we are delighted and incredibly proud when staff leave us for the next step in their career, we will
miss her terribly. I am sure you will all want to join me in congratulating Mrs Doswell on her recent
promotion
Inclusion, SEND and LAC - Leadership in January 2021
From January 2021, in addition to her class teaching commitment in EYFS, Mrs Cload will take on the role
of Acting Inclusion Leader. Mrs Cload is perfectly placed to take on this responsibility, following successful
completion of the National Award in Special Educational Needs Co-ordination.
Mrs Lord will take on responsibility for supporting our Looked After and Post Looked After pupils, as the
designated teacher.
PGCE Trainee Teacher
Next week, we will welcome Miss Old to the school. Miss Old is a PGCE trainee teacher from Winchester
University and will be working with Mrs Lord in Year 2 for this term.
Welcome Back!
We are delighted to be welcoming back Miss Carlson who will become a member of
the Year 1 team from Monday 12th October. Miss Carlson will be teaching in 1W every
afternoon. Mr Watts continues to teach every morning and oversee the learning for the
class and the year group. Should you have any questions, please email the school office
who will pass on your questions to Mr Watts.

LETTER FOR PARENTS ABOUT COVID-19 SYMPTOMS
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS SUPPORT
Please look out for the update to the school’s SEND Information report on the school’s website in the next
few weeks. This report provides lots of information on how the school supports children with SEND.
One frequently asked question is about funding of resources for SEND. Below is a brief guide:




All schools get a set SEN budget as part of the school’s total budget. The ‘notional’ SEN budget is
there to fund the cost of provision for children in the school who have additional needs. It is called the
‘notional’ SEN budget because it is not based on our school’s actual numbers of pupils with special
needs, but on a formula.
The SEN budget can be used in a variety of ways and is not a set amount for each pupil. Some of this
budget is used to buy resources and make provision for children who need additional and different
help. Examples of how we use the money are:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o




Children with significant additional needs often have an Education Health and Care plan (EHCp).
EHCps are issued by the Local Authority and sometimes have additional Banding funding.
The Banding funding varies depending on the needs of your child. It allows the school to be flexible in
its approach to meeting the needs and provision laid out in the EHCp. These approaches may include:
o
o
o
o



changes to the curriculum;
special equipment or teaching materials;
the use of additional information technology;
small group work;
training for teachers;
designating a teacher to be responsible for co-ordinating SEN provision (SENCo)
support in the classroom; and
a base to work in or have quiet time.

different group activities
specialist support resources
additional support in the classroom
training

The EHC plan will not specify TA hours. This is because research shows that some pupils with TA
support alone do not make as much progress as they should. They can be less independent than other
children as they come to rely on adult support.

MUSIC MARK AWARD
I am delighted to confirm that we are now officially a Music Mark school,
nominated by Dorset Music Service for the value that we place on music and our
commitment to a broad and balanced curriculum.

REMINDER - COVID-19 SYMPTOMS
W RECEPTION
APPLIED FOR
PLACE

2021 – HAVE YOU
YOUR CHILD’S

IF YOUR CHILD IS UNWELL
Parents are asked to follow advice provided by the NHS which is being kept up to date and
includes specific guidance about Coronavirus.
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

SOCIAL DISTANCING

REMINDER - COVID-19 SYMPTOMS
Parents are reminded of the current guidance and asked to
maintain safe social distance from staff and other families
whilst on school premises.

To reduce the risk of catching or spreading coronavirus, try to keep at least 2 metres away from people
you do not live with. Social distancing is essential to stop the spread of the virus, as it is more likely to
spread when people are close together. An infected person can pass on the virus even if they do not have
any symptoms, through talking, breathing, coughing or sneezing.

VISITORS
Our school is strictly limiting visitors, in line with advice from PHE and Dorset
Council. Until further notice, parents should not enter the school building. We
are very happy to make arrangements to talk to you on the phone or online.
Only visitors who are essential service providers, essential to the health,
wellbeing and safety of pupils, who need to cover lessons and visitors who are carrying out vital school
strategic work or maintenance are entering the premises and only if they are not at risk of bringing
coronavirus into the school.

NO SMOKING ON SCHOOL SITE
There is strictly no smoking on the school site, including e-cigarettes. This includes all
areas of the car park, waiting areas and the lane towards the Youth Club. Thank you for
your co-operation.

REMOTE LEARNING
School Governors and the senior leadership team are aware that these are exceptional times. We know
each family is unique and that any circumstances that cause our school to close will affect you all in
different ways. Ferndown First School remains committed to ensuring that all children continue to receive
a purposeful education should the need for remote learning arise.
As Covid cases continue to increase across the country, schools nationwide are required to plan and
prepare for possible future disruption to education. Whilst we absolutely hope to avoid partial or full
school closure, we need to explain our plans for remote learning.
All parents now have access to a Tapestry account. This will be one of the main tools we use for
supporting future remote learning, because of Covid19 restrictions, if pupils will not be attending school
due to the closure of a class or year group.
We will do our best to ensure consistency in our approach to remote learning for all pupils (inc. SEND)
who aren’t in school, through use of quality online and offline resources.
More details will be made available as soon as possible.

PARENTS’ EVENING AND AUTUMN TERM PROGRESS UPDATE
Teachers are currently writing brief progress updates for each child in Year 1, 2, 3 and 4. These will give
you information about how your child has settled back to school. They will also identify important
priorities to support your child's learning and progress. Parents will receive these before half term.
As we are unable to offer face to face parent consultation appointments at the moment, we are
offering a choice of short telephone discussions or Microsoft Teams meetings instead.
Parents are advised that these appointments will be strictly time limited to no more than 10 minutes, as
staff will have multiple appointments and will need to keep to a tight time schedule.
Please indicate your preference on the form below. Once we know your preference, we will let you
know how to book an appointment.
https://forms.gle/tChF57rVCUgr8ivg7
There are different arrangements for parents of children in EYFS, because we are still getting to know
your children. We will make similar arrangements for you in November.

SCHOOL MEALS MENU CHANGE – FROM MONDAY 12TH OCTOBER
Parents will have received a ParentMail today detailing a new lunch menu which
will begin on Monday 12th October.
You will see that children will have the choice of an improved, varied menu
which we hope they will enjoy. Please see the attached menu and discuss this with your child.
Children will be choosing from the Week 2 menu from next week.
Those children who receive a special diet menu will continue to receive their meals from the same menu
until further notice.

BREAKFAST CLUB – NEW BOOKING SYSTEM!
Parents will shortly receive a ParentMail providing information on how to book the Breakfast Club via
ParentMail only. Please read all the instructions carefully - there are several new changes that have been
made to the way in which you should book your child onto the Breakfast Club.
If you experience any difficulties with the new system, please contact the school office and somebody will
be able to assist you.

NEW SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHER!
We are looking forward to welcoming The School Photography Company into
school on Friday 23rd October to take individual pupil photographs of children in
all year groups.

VACANCY FOR A PARENT GOVERNOR
We have a vacancy for a parent governor.
If you would like to find out more about the role, Mr Paul Clarke, Chair of Governors,
Mr Rob Harvey, Governor and I have set aside time on Wednesday 21st October at
6.30pm to hold an informal online information session. Please contact the office so
that an invitation can be prepared for you.

ADVANCE NOTICE – STAFF TRAINING DAY
Parents are reminded that Monday 2nd November will be a Staff Training Day and school will therefore
be closed to children.
Yours sincerely

Mrs J Di-Pede
Headteacher
UPCOMING DATES AND ADVANCE NOTICE
2020
Monday 26 October – Friday 30 October

Half Term Holiday

Friday 18th December

Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm

Monday 2nd November

Staff Training Day – School closed

2021
Monday 4th January
Monday 15th – Friday 19th February
Thursday 1 April

Spring Term starts
Half Term Holidays
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm

Monday 19th April
Monday 3rd May
Monday 31st May (BH) – Friday 4th June
Friday 23rd July

Summer Term Starts
May Day Holiday
Half Term Holidays
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm

2 further Staff Training Days are yet to be taken and you will be notified of these dates in due course.

Advertisements
(Ferndown First School does not endorse any advertisements published in this Newsletter)

Tennis at Ferndown King George V playing fields
Chris Biddle used to run CSBTC, the coaching programme at Ferndown.
Chris is still involved but under a new name called Live4Tennis LLP which is a new partnership business
between Chris and Ian Griffin.
If you are interested in registering your child then please see the details in the flyer below.

