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Dear Parents
Firstly, I would like to thank all our parents for their support, co-operation and understanding during such
an unusual and unprecedented first half term of this academic year. The children have adapted to new
routines and changes around school brilliantly. We are so proud of them all.
I know parents will also want to join me in saying a huge thank you to the staff who have worked tirelessly
this half term. It’s usually incredibly busy in school. This half term has been even more challenging.
Every member of staff, in every role, has had to pull together to ensure that the children continue to enjoy
their learning, whilst we manage so many restrictions to keep them safe. I hope staff all get a welldeserved rest over the forthcoming half term holiday.
Thank you to parents who have expressed an interest in school governance. The closing date for
nominations is 9am on Monday 2nd November.
Please stay safe and well over the next week and I look forward to seeing the children when they return to
school after the half term break on TUESDAY 3RD NOVEMBER. As previously advised, Monday 2nd
November is a Staff Inset Day.

STAFF UPDATE – GOODBYES!
Mrs Fitzgerald – We say a sad farewell to Mrs Fitzgerald who is leaving her role as a
Midday Supervisor after an amazing 29 years! Many thousands of children have passed
through the lunch hall during the time Mrs Fitzgerald has been here and she will be missed
by both children and staff. Some parents even remember her, from their time here as
pupils. We wish her the very best for a relaxing retirement.
Mrs Liddy - We are also saying goodbye to Mrs Liddy, Teaching Assistant. We will all miss Mrs Liddy and
thank her for all she has done. We wish her every success for the future.

PARENTS’ EVENING AND AUTUMN TERM PROGRESS UPDATE (Y1-Y4)
We hope you found your child’s Autumn Term Progress Update a helpful prompt to support
conversations at Parents’ Evening. Parents are now asked to work with their children on the targets
identified over the half term holiday. You support will make such a difference and will put the children
in a much better position to make progress, after the half term break.
Thank you to all those parents who were also able to either meet with their child’s teacher through
Microsoft Teams or via a phone conversation earlier this week. This new system of communicating h as
proved very successful. If you were unable to make an appointment by Teams or phone and would still
like to speak with your child’s teacher, please contact the office.

Progress Updates and Parents’ Evening for EYFS parents - As advised in the last Newsletter, there
are different arrangements for parents of children in EYFS because we are still getting to know your
children. We will make similar arrangements for you in November.

PTA - ZOOM AGM MONDAY 9th November - We need your help please!

Do you have some fundraising ideas or suggestions which could benefit the school? Do you have some
spare time that you can give the school to help at PTA fundraising events?
At a time when fundraising opportunities are very limited for the PTA, we are very grateful for the time
that our small but wonderful PTA members are able to give to our school.
We always welcome new parents and hope that as many of you as possible can join us for the postponed
virtual AGM and first planning meeting of the year.
This will be a Zoom meeting on Monday 9th November at 7pm. A link to the meeting will sent home via
ParentMail after half term. We look forward to seeing you!

SUPPORT FERNDOWN FIRST SCHOOL
WITH EASYFUNDRAISING
Thank you to those parents who have already registered
for easyfundraising. It doesn’t cost you an extra penny. It
really is so easy.

How does it work?
Easyfundraising turns your everyday online shopping into
free donations for your favourite cause.
How? Just start your online shopping first at
easyfundraising, then shop as normal. Retailers will then
make a small donation to say “thank you”.
The pupils at Ferndown First School would greatly benefit
from some new classroom furniture and storage which we
can't afford to buy at the moment. Any funds raised will
go towards replacing our tired old furniture, so that the
children will have a more comfortable learning
environment.
If you would like to support us then copy and paste the
following link into your browser:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ferndown1st/

PTA CHRISTMAS CARDS – ORDER DEADLINE!
The deadline for ordering your child's Christmas cards is Wednesday 28th October (please
disregard the date in the recent ParentMail). Please ensure you get your orders in on time!

MESSAGE FROM FERNDOWN VILLAGE HALL - PARKING
As we are continuing to operate our staggered start / end times, the village hall are prepared to slightly
increase the capacity in their car park. (Please note: A waiting list is currently in operation. Contact the

Village Hall for more information.)

Any increase to the number of permits they issue is on the strict understanding that those parents who
currently use their car park keep their length of stay to the absolute minimum.
We thank the Village Hall for their continued support.

UNIFORM – LAYERING CLOTHING
In line with DfE and PHE requirements, rooms and areas in school need ventilation at all times which
means that windows around school will need to remain open at all times.
Although heating will be on when we return from the half term holiday, if necessary, we would be grateful
if you could ensure that your child wears an extra layer of clothing, ie a thin jumper, vest or T-shirt.
Thank you for your co-operation.

FORGOTTEN LUNCHBOXES/WATER BOTTLES - PLEASE DO NOT VISIT SCHOOL
Our school is strictly limiting visitors, in line with advice from PHE and Dorset
Council.
There has been an increase in the number of parents who have been
dropping their child’s lunch box or water bottle off to school after the
children have arrived and gone into their classes.
As advised to parents at the beginning of term, if your child forgets their lunch box then they will be
asked to choose a hot meal. Those parents who are eligible to pay for their child’s meal will then
receive an invoice for this. We will not ring parents to ask them to bring in a lunch box.
If your child forgets their water bottle, please do not bring this up to the school. They will be provided
with a drink of water by a member of staff.
Thank you for your cooperation.

NEW SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHER!
We welcomed our new school photographer, The School Photography Company,
into school today.
Children will be bringing home a card with their unique QR code on it at the end
of the day. You will need this QR Code in order to place your orders for the school
photo. Instructions on how to order are printed on the reverse of this card.
We have been advised that the photos should be online from approximately 8.30pm tonight, but certainly
within 48 hours.

In order to qualify for free delivery to the school, you will need to place your orders by the 6th November
2020. Any orders made after this deadline will incur a delivery charge.
As EYFS children were unable to have their photograph taken this week, we can confirm that the
photographer will be returning on MONDAY 9th NOVEMBER to take EYFS photographs.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Unfortunately, we will not be able to offer a traditional Christmas lunch this year,
however, we are working with our caterers to organise a festive party menu.
We hope to have the same festive atmosphere and hope as many children as possible
can enjoy this as they have done in the past.
Further information will be provided to parents in due course.

SCHOOL LUNCHES – AFTER HALF TERM
Parents are advised that as the new menu has proved a success with the children then this will continue
after the half term break.

REMINDER - COVID-19 SYMPTOMS
IF YOUR CHILD IS UNWELL
Parents are asked to follow advice provided by the NHS which is being kept up to date and
includes specific guidance about Coronavirus.
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

W RECEPTION 2021 – HAVE YOU APPLIED FOR YOUR CHILD’S PLACE

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2020
Due to the current Covid situation, the Poppy Appeal is unable to run in the normal way
this year. To support the Poppy Appeal, we have, therefore, been asked to provide
parents with a poster for the children to colour in and display – this can be found at the
end of this Newsletter. Information is also available on how to make donations to this
very worthwhile cause via the QR collection code.

SCHOOL CLOSED FOR STAFF TRAINING
Parents are reminded that Monday 2nd November will be a Staff Training Day and school will therefore
be closed to children.
Yours sincerely

Mrs J Di-Pede
Headteacher

UPCOMING DATES AND ADVANCE NOTICE
2020
Monday 26 October – Friday 30 October

Half Term Holiday

Friday 18th December

Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm

Monday 2nd November

Staff Training Day – School closed

2021
Monday 4th January
Monday 15th – Friday 19th February
Thursday 1 April

Spring Term starts
Half Term Holidays
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm

Monday 19th April
Monday 3rd May
Monday 31st May (BH) – Friday 4th June
Friday 23rd July

Summer Term Starts
May Day Holiday
Half Term Holidays
Term ends – school ends at 1.30pm

2 further Staff Training Days are yet to be taken and you will be notified of these dates in due course.

Advertisements
(Ferndown First School does not endorse any advertisements published in this Newsletter)

Tennis at Ferndown King George V playing fields
Chris Biddle used to run CSBTC, the coaching programme at Ferndown.
Chris is still involved but under a new name called Live4Tennis LLP which is a new partnership business
between Chris and Ian Griffin.
If you are interested in registering your child then please see the details in the flyer below.

