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Ferndown First School 
 

YEAR 3 – HOME LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
 

Reading Writing Maths 

Continue to read for pleasure. Read your allocated books in 
Bug Club. 
 
Dictionary Challenge 
Here is some new vocabulary from our English text ‘The Magic 
Paintbrush’. Can you find the following words in a dictionary: 
emperor, determined, shrimps, seize, swift, gallop, scowl. 
Write the definition and use the word in a sentence.  
 
Retrieve Information                                                                    
In Whole Class Reading, we have been reading ‘The Owl Who 
Was Afraid of the Dark’. Retrieve and record information about 
barn owls and other nocturnal animals.  
 
Poetry                                                                                            
On National Poetry Day, we read and performed poems written 
by Joshua Seigal. Explore his website and choose a poem to 
learn off by heart. https://www.joshuaseigal.co.uk/  Think about 
how to use actions and how you can use your voice to give a 
good performance.  

Author Study   
Explore Julia Donaldson’s website 
https://www.juliadonaldson.co.uk/index.php  
How many books has she written?  
How long does it take her to write a book?  
Where does she write her books? 
Which one of her books is her favourite? 
 
Jeff Brown  
https://www.flatstanleybooks.com/kids/  
When did Jeff Brown create the character Flat Stanley?  
What happens in Flat Stanley: Invisible Stanley? 
Who is Arthur? What happened when he flew Flat Stanley like 
a kite?  
 
Comprehension 

Onomatopoeia                                                                
Onomatopoeia is a word which sounds like what it means. 
'Thud', 'crash', 'bang' and 'buzz' are all examples. Can you 
think of anymore? Design a comic strip and include lots of 
examples.  

Similes                                                                                        
A simile is a phrase that compares one thing to something 
else using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’. Imagine a character who 
has interesting characteristics. Can you write some similes to 
describe them? Hair like/as… Eyes like/as…Teeth 
like/as…Nose like/as …  

Alliteration                                                                           
Alliteration is a writing technique where the same sound is 
repeated at the beginning of two or more words. Write an 
alliteration alphabet e.g. active ants, bouncing balls, clever 
cats.  
 
Synonyms  
Use a thesaurus to find synonyms for ‘big’ and ‘scary’. Order 
the words from low to high intensity.  
 
Dialogue (activity 1) 
Write the dialogue between Rock and Paper as Rock 
attempts to persuade Paper to go with him. 
https://www.literacyshed.com/a-shed-full-ofanimations. 
Html  Watch https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zvftsbk to 
recap on correct usage of speech marks.  
 
Dialogue (activity 2) 

 Create some dialogue between the two shoe makers.  

Write some dialogue between the shoemaker and his shoes. 
https://www.literacyshed.com/littleshoemaker.html  

 

Sharing 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zfxtnrd  

Children should know: 

 That 'shared between' is a way to understand what the ÷ 

symbol means. 

 How to answer a division question in the 2s, 5s or 10s such 

as 30 ÷ 5 = 6.  

 If you know a division fact such as 30 ÷ 5 = 6, you can use it 

to help to work out 30 ÷ 6 = 5. 

Grouping 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zhwmhg8 

Children should know: 

 That 'into groups of' is a way to understand what the ÷ 

symbol means. 

 How to answer a division question in the 2s, 5s or 10s such 

as 30 ÷ 5 = 6.  

 If you know a division fact, such as 30 ÷ 5 = 6, you can use 

it to help to work out 30 ÷ 6 = 5 

Recognise and name 2D shapes 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zqdrf82 

Children should know: 

 The 2D shapes: circle, triangle, square, pentagon, 

hexagon, heptagon and octagon.  

Recognise and name 3D shapes  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zvf43j6 

https://www.joshuaseigal.co.uk/
https://www.juliadonaldson.co.uk/index.php
https://www.flatstanleybooks.com/kids/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zvftsbk
https://www.literacyshed.com/littleshoemaker.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zfxtnrd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zhwmhg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zqdrf82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zvf43j6


https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/modules/e2_comprehe
nsion_lks2/index.html?source=search-all-all-all-all&source-
keywords=reading%20comprehension  
Choose a text.                  
 1. Read the text. 2. Take the quiz. 3. Answer further 
questions.   
 
Book Review  
Write a book review for a book you have recently read. What 
happened? Did you find the plot interesting? Were there any 
plot twists? Who were the main characters? Who was your 
favourite character? Why? What was your favourite part? 
Why? Who would you recommend the book to? Why?  
 
Room 
Explore the images in the character collection and discuss the 
questions underneath.  
https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/the-collections/the-
character-collection/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you notice about this room? What is familiar to you? 
What is unexpected or unfamiliar? What has happened to the 
wallpaper? What is the girl doing? What is she watching? Is 
she enjoying it? Why isn’t there any other furniture in the 
room? Why is there only a small patch of light? Does she live 
here? Who with? Is she happy? 
 
The Robot Maker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dialogue (activity 3) 

Create some dialogue between the meerkats at various points 
in the film. https://www.literacyshed.com/catchit.html  

Dialogue (activity 4) 

Write a dialogue between the fox and the boy. Scroll down to 
‘The Catch’ https://www.literacyshed.com/the-other-cultures-
shed.html  

Writing questions 

Write a list of questions you would like to research about the 
Stone Age.  
 
Conjunctions 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z6rvbdm  
To use 'and', 'because', 'if' and 'when' to join ideas. This 
lesson includes a video to help you use joining words and 
three activities.  

SPAG 

Homphones                                                                      
Homophones are words that sound the same but have 
different spellings and meanings. Make a homophones 
poster. Draw a picture for each homophone and write it in a 
sentence.  

 

 

 

 

 

There, their and they’re (activity 1)                                                       

‘Their’ means it belongs to them, eg "I ate their sweets.” 

‘They're’ is short for 'they are' eg "They are going to be cross." 

‘There’ refers to a place, eg "I'm going to hide over there." 

Write a sentence using each homophone.  

Children should be able to: 

 Recognise and name 3D shapes by counting the flat faces 

or curved surfaces, edges and vertices. 

Numbers to 100 

Learn how to count from 1 to 100 using a number grid. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z2xfxbk 

Finding a half 

Learn how to split objects in half and share amounts into two 

equal groups. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zndq8hv 

Finding a quarter 

Learn how to split objects into quarters and share amounts into 

four equal groups. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zbxhm39 

O’clock and half past 

Learn to read the time to whole hours and half past the hour. 

Children should know that: 

 When the minute hand on a clock is pointing to 12, we say 

it is o'clock.  

 When the minute hand points to 6, we say it is half past. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zs6tjsg 

Quarter to and past 

Children should know that: 

 When the minute hand is pointing to 3, we say it is a 

quarter past.  

 When the minute hand points to 9, we say it is a quarter to. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zn9k3j6 

Telling the time to five minutes 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zsvbp4j 

Children should know that when the minute hand on a clock 

moves from one number to the next, it has moved 5 minutes. 
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What does this robot do? Is the man building it or repairing it? 
How does he feel about it? Is this one special? Do you think 
he’s been a robot maker for a long time? Is he good at his job? 
What kind of person do you think he is? Do you think he 
prefers to be around people, or be alone?  
 
 
Cliff  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meet Cliff. What would you say to him? What might he say to 
you? What is Cliff like (his personality, his voice, his 
behaviour)? What does Cliff enjoy doing? Does he like to 
travel? Does he have any friends? Has Cliff changed over 
time? How was Cliff created? What events has Cliff seen? 
Why is Cliff a good name for this character?  

There, their and they’re (activity 2) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqhpk2p/articles/z3cxrw

x  

To, too and two (activity 1)                                                           
‘To’ is used to show motion, eg "I’m going to the shop." ‘Too’ 
means ‘also’ or ‘extremely’, eg "I would like to come too but 
I'm too tired." ‘Two’ means the number 2, eg "Let’s buy two 
apples." Write a sentence using each homophone.  

To, too and two (activity 2) 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z22yqhv/articles/zc4jpbk 

Contractions (activity 1)                                                               

A contraction is a word made by shortening and combining 

two words e.g. can not becomes can’t. How many 

contractions can you think of? Write each contraction into a 

sentence.  

Contractions (activity 2) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zcyv4q

t  

Common exception words (activity 1)                                     
Practise spelling Year Three common exception words. Use a 
variety of strategies e.g. pyramid writing, uppercase and 
lowercase, forwards and backwards, dot to dot, rainbow 
writing.  

Common exception words (activity 2)                                       
Write silly sentences using Year Three common exception 
words.  

Nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zvs2kty  

 

 

 

 

History 

https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/application/files/3914/5573/1038/prehistory-archaeology-activity-pack.pdf 
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This series of activities looks at how archaeologists record and interpret objects to inform our understanding about life in the past. 

Children will: 

 Use clues to sort artefacts into categories 

 Consider how and why an archaeologist records accurately where things are found 

 Use images of artefacts to think about how groups of objects can give us information about the past 

 Suggest reasons why some of our activities leave traces when others do not 

 Consolidate prior learning about Stone Age hunter-gatherers 

 Understand that there were people living here before London existed. 

Geography 

Identifying the counties and cities of the UK. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zvwytrd 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/ 

 

Geographical skills - using maps, atlases and computer mapping. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z76yhcw 

Science 

Light 

 Light sources 

 Light and dark 

 Shadows 

 Reflection 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z3jmwnb 

 

Forces 

 Forces 

 Friction 

 Buoyancy 

 Magnetism 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zg6q96f 

Habitats 

The main habitats are: 

 polar 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zvwytrd
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/
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 desert 

 forest 

 ocean 

 rainforest 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/ztv28hv 

 

Animals 

Children should revise: 

 the animal groups (amphibians, birds, fish, invertebrates, mammals, reptiles) 

 what food animals eat  

 what animals need to survive (air, water, shelter, food) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z9df6g8 
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