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Dear Parents
Welcome Back! We hope that you all enjoyed the recent holidays.
We are looking forward to the summer term and have a very clear focus for our
teaching and learning for the term ahead. You will hear more about this from Phase
Leaders, who have been responsible for identifying the priorities for learning for the
year groups they lead.
STAFF TRAINING DAYS
Parents are advised that our two remaining Staff Training Days have now been agreed.
These will take place on Friday 9th July and Monday 12th July. School will be closed for all
children on these days.
GOVERNOR NEWS
Regrettably, Chris Morgan, has made the decision to resign from his role as
Community Governor. Chris’ enthusiasm and commitment to this role will be
sorely missed. We thank him for the tireless contribution he has made to our
school and wish him the very best for the future.
Unlike Parent Governors who are elected, co-opted “community” Governors are appointed by the
governing board if it believes they have the skills required to contribute to the effective governance and
success of the school. Co-opted Governors often have specialised knowledge. We will now begin this
recruitment process.
STAFFING NEWS
We have welcomed Miss Weguelin to our school this week. Miss Weguelin is
teaching in class 3B and replacing Mrs Bremner until the end of the academic year,
whilst Mrs Bremner is redeployed before she commences her maternity leave later in
the year.

PARKING IN MOUNTBATTEN DRIVE
Parents may have noticed the police have had a higher than usual patrol presence at our
school and at Ferndown Middle School this week, particularly at the end of the day.
Parents are asked to respect our neighbours in Mountbatten Drive and refrain from
parking their cars on the pavement. Parking tickets have been issued and will continue to
be issued when parking is illegal. Please park at Tesco or St Mary’s Church and walk to
school.

ONLINE PARENTS’ EVENING
We will be holding a virtual online Parents’ Evening,
provisionally set for Wednesday 5th May, using Microsoft
Teams.
Online is our preferred option. They are more effective than telephone conversations because staff are
able to share visual examples with you, if necessary. We have all become fairly accustomed to online
meetings in the past twelve months and we hope most parents will have no difficulty accessing this.
Depending on the availability of staff, some meetings may take place on different days that week. Parents
will be advised via further information which will be sent home via ParentMail in due course.
FUTURE BUILDING WORKS – Temporary Disruption
During the February half term and the Easter holiday, contractors were on site to begin
enabling works in readiness for a much bigger phase of school improvement work taking
place from the middle of May onwards.
Dorset Council anticipate a regular need for three forms of entry at our school, to accommodate the
increased number of families there will be, as more housing developments are built in the area.
In 2018 the first phase of building work began as our school was prepared for future expansion. There are
several more years of work planned. Several year groups are already grouped in three classes, based on
demand for school places in this area although we are only expecting two classes in September 2021.
In February we began work to extend the music room which is now accessed via the school hall. Mrs
Charters is delighted to be able to begin teaching here from this term.
During Easter, work was undertaken in the gallery to improve access to the current girls’ toilets. This is in
readiness for later in this term when work will begin on brand new KS2 toilets. When this work starts, the
existing boys’ toilets will be closed and this space converted into new toilets will which will follow the
model of our newer EYFS and Year 1 facilities.
There is going to be a short period of time when there will be reduced facilities in Year 2, 3 and 4. When
we know the extent and timescales for this work, we will explain how access to toilets will be provided and
supervised. We will do all we need to do to support the children during this time.
In addition, work will take place in Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4 over the summer to improve cloakroom
spaces and allow us to make better use of space beyond the classroom.
Parents can be reassured that all building work is being completed to DFE standards and is being
designed and project managed by local authority architects and surveyors.

ANONYMOUS COMMUNICATIONS TO SCHOOL
Whilst we are very pleased to receive communications to school from parents, carers or
the general public, anonymous communication is unhelpful and makes it difficult for us
to help solve problems.
If you witness a criminal offence, it is your civic duty to report this to the police directly.
If you have a safeguarding concern, please ask to speak to Mrs Di-Pede, Mr Watts, Mrs Cload or Mrs
Bramley who are all trained safeguarding leads.

NEW PARENTS – TRANSITION
We have recently received our list of new pupils who will be joining us in EYFS in
September 2021. We look forward to supporting our new families as you prepare for
this very important step in your child’s education.
The Covid19 pandemic forced us to change our transition arrangements last year and, inadvertently, we
developed a process which we think was more effective.
Our priority, this term, is to provide parents with the help and guidance they need, in readiness for their
child’s first day at school.
We will soon be contacting parents with further information which will include:




Information for parents on their child’s transition (which will be sent home this term) in preparation
for the children’s transition into school in September.
A new, virtual tour of the school which is being published on our website shortly. We are very
grateful to students of Ferndown Upper School who helped us with filming this tour.
Mrs Cload, the Early Years Phase Leader and Mrs Di-Pede, Headteacher who will be holding several
live Q&A meetings online for new parents at the end of May.

In the meantime, new parents can access information from the school website by using the following link:
https://www.fernfirst.dorset.sch.uk/parents/eyfs-starting-school-september-2021
In September, there will be a short transition to full time school for children starting school.


Class teachers will meet with parents and children in separate 20 minute appointments during the
w/c 6th September.



On Friday 10th September, parents will be invited to drop their child off for a short ‘Stay & Play’
session.



We will complete our baseline in small groups the following week, with all children spending one
day in school w/c 13th September.



All children in EYFS attending school full time from Friday 17th September.
SCHOOL GARDEN UPDATE
We recently received a grant from the Talbot Village Trust to improve our garden
area. We have put the money to good use and over the Easter period work has been
underway.

We have renewed the fire pit area, repaired the raised beds, put a new fence and gate
up and covered the pathway with a new topping. We still have the greenhouse to add and we will be busy
with all the new planting we have to do. Come the warmer months, we are looking forward to having a
bright and colourful garden with many flowers and lots of produce to eat and share!

NO DOGS ON SCHOOL PREMISES
Parent/carers are reminded that dogs are not permitted on the school
premises, at any time which includes the car park, waiting areas and when
collecting children from after-school clubs. Dogs should not be carried in arms or
bags onto the premises either. If parents wish to bring their dog with them then
they must be left secured outside the school premises. Thank you for your
support.

YEAR 4 - OSMINGTON BAY DAY TRIPS 2021
Information about the forthcoming day trips to Osmington is being prepared and will
be with parents early next week. There will be important permission slips to complete
and return along with guidance about timings for each day and what your child will
need with them.
Parents are advised that an online meeting has been arranged for Monday 10th May. During this meeting
staff will explain the activities the children will take part in and give final information.
Please look out for more details which will be sent out to parents via ParentMail shortly.
SUMMER TERM – UNIFORM
Children are now able to wear their summer uniform to school. Parents are reminded of our
uniform requirements, as detailed below:
Yellow and white summer dress
Grey skirt/pinafore/tailored trousers/shorts with yellow polo shirt
Navy blue sweatshirt or cardigan with school logo
Black shoes/sandals
Navy, grey or black socks or tights
Long hair (collar length and longer) should be tied up and secured with a dark coloured hair band.
Thank you for continuing to support our uniform policy.
SUN SAFETY AND PROTECTION
As the weather is turning for the better, we need to ensure we keep safe
whilst in the sun. Although children are outside during their lunch hours,
there is always shade available to them if they want a break from the
sunshine.
Parents are reminded of the importance of applying sun cream every day, before school, depending on
the forecast, and should also provide their child with a hat (named please) for when they are outside, ie for
PE lessons / playtimes. Thank you.
BIKES AND SCOOTER STORAGE
We are working hard on a solution to enable children to use their bikes and
scooters again so they can be stored/locked up in a convenient location, whilst
still maintaining social distancing. Please bear with us. We will advise parents
as soon as this facility is available. Unfortunately, there not a straightforward
solution to this, at the moment.
Please note that if your child bikes or scooters to/from school, these must not be left in the waiting areas –
parents are asked to take these with them when they drop off/collect their child. Thank you.

PROVISIONAL DATE - SPORTS MORNING
We are pleased to advise that a provisional Sports Morning has been set for
Friday 16th July. Due to the current Covid restrictions in place, this date will
be reviewed after 21st June.

UPCOMING EVENTS BEFORE THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR
As we move towards the end of the Summer term, we are hoping to be able to
hold many of the activities that we usually have at this time of the year.
However, until we hear further from the Government regarding the relaxation
of restrictions because of the Covid pandemic, we are unable to provide any
further information or dates at present. We will, of course, keep parents
advised so please look out for these on ParentMail.
DANNY THOMAS AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS
Please find details of Danny’s After School Clubs at the end of this Newsletter.

Following technical difficulties, Danny has advised that parents can now register and pay for their
child’s place at his after-school clubs. If your child has already attended but you have not yet paid,
you can now pay retrospectively.

Yours sincerely
Mrs J Di-Pede
Headteacher

