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Dear Parents
BUILDING WORK
As previously advised, building work will be taking place in school from now until
September as part of our expansion to three form entry.
A letter providing further information was sent home via ParentMail at the beginning
of this week. Please read this carefully as it provides further details regarding the
improvements to the school.
COVID UPDATE – COUGHS
The guidance schools have to follow has not changed.
Until we receive updated guidance, we are required to send children home if
they develop a new continuous cough. Children should then be tested using
a PCR test, which is a laboratory confirmed result.
In situations like this, family members from the same household should selfisolate until the results are available.
We have taken advice from Public Health Dorset this week to make sure we
are adhering to their expectations. Whilst we know that hayfever can cause
coughs at this time of year, any new, continuous cough should prompt isolation and testing.
COVID “CATCH UP” TUITION
The first block of Covid “Catch Up” tuition has now come to an end. As mentioned in our original letters,
this block was a time limited targeted intervention until half term. The children now need time to apply
their skills in the classroom, under the guidance of their class teacher.
Further blocks of tuition will be made available to selected pupils in the new school year. Class teachers
will decide who will most benefit.
I am grateful to Mrs Bremner and Mrs Hurst who provided the tuition sessions before half term. The
impact of their work has been very impressive overall and the children have made positive strides forward
in their learning.

REPORTS
This school year has been disrupted and interrupted, in much the same way it was last
year. We have therefore decided to use the same approach to report writing as we did
last year.
Class teachers are currently writing reports which will be in the form of a letter to each
child. The letters will recognise the progress your child has made in class and will provide guidance on
some next steps your child should work on, to prepare for the next school year.
End of Year Report Letters will be published on Thursday 15th July. More information will be shared with
you about this in due course and parents will be given the opportunity to raise any questions before the
end of term.
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC LESSONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2021 (Year 2 and Year 3 Only)
Parents of children in current Year 2 and 3 are asked to use the link below to
complete a questionnaire regarding planning for the provision of instrumental
music lessons in September. Thank you.
https://forms.gle/igEnyw1d3QWtZdn29
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
On Friday 28th May we celebrated the birthdays from April and May.
We will be celebrating the birthdays of those children born in June, July and August with
one final celebration before the end of this term. We hope to be able to offer either cake
or perhaps an ice cream – more details will follow in due course.
These special birthday celebrations in school were introduced to replace much missed parties which the
children couldn’t share with their friends due to Covid.
We very much hope that in the new school year all of the children will be able to celebrate their birthdays
with their friends.
YEAR 4 - FIRST DAY AT SCHOOL PHOTOS WANTED!
We know it is hard to believe but your children will be leaving first school at the end of this
term!
To help us prepare for our Leavers' celebrations, please would you provide a digital
photograph of your child's first day at school.
Please send images to office@fernfirst.dorset.sch.uk. It would help us if you could rename the JPEG with
your child's initials. A landscape photo is preferred, if possible.
If you don't have a first day at school photo, don't worry. Any photo of your child when they were 4
turning 5 would be perfect! Thank you for your help.
Closing date for submission of photographs is Friday 9th July.

GENERAL REMINDERS
HEAD BUMPS and HEAD INJURIES
We have recently reviewed our procedures for dealing with head bumps because we were
making excessive calls home to parents, for very minor incidents. The school nursing service
have supported us in this process and have agreed that our courtesy calls to parents are not
really necessary for the majority of very minor bumps.
We will be introducing head bump wrist bands to make parents aware of anything beyond a very minor
bump. Parents need only be contacted by phone for 'significant' bumps e.g. with significant swelling or
bruising, where the bang was visibly a very hard impact, or where it was a hard bang to the back of the
head or neck. Children shouldn't need to be sent home unless there is a significant head injury and we
are worried about signs of concussion in the child.
Staff will observe your child for any changes or signs of concussion or more serious injury. If there are
noticeable changes, we will seek advice from our paediatric first aiders. If we are concerned, your child will
be sent home and you should seek medical attention.
UNIFORM
Thank you for ensuring your children wear the correct uniform to school. Parents are reminded of our
uniform requirements, as detailed below:






Yellow and white summer dress
Grey skirt/pinafore/tailored trousers/shorts with yellow polo shirt
Navy blue sweatshirt or cardigan with school logo
Black shoes/sandals
Navy, grey or black socks or tights

Long hair (collar length and longer) should be tied up and secured with a dark coloured hair band.
Thank you for continuing to support our uniform policy.
WATER BOTTLES
Parents are asked to ensure their child has a named water bottle in school at all times so
children can use and refill these throughout the day. Thank you.
SUN SAFETY AND PROTECTION
As the weather is turning for the better, we need to ensure we keep safe whilst in
the sun. Although children are outside during their lunch hours, there is always
shade available to them if they want a break from the sunshine.
Parents are reminded of the importance of applying sun cream every day, before school, depending on
the forecast, and should also provide their child with a hat (named please) for when they are outside, ie for
PE lessons / playtimes. Thank you.
INSET DAY REMINDERS
As previously advised, the school will be closed to children on Friday 9th and Monday 12th
July for the remaining staff Inset days for this academic year.

Yours sincerely
Mrs J Di-Pede
Headteacher
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