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Dear Parents
BABY NEWS!

Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Bremner on the safe arrival of their son, Blue
Bremner – born on Friday 18th June, 8lbs 15oz. Mum and baby are doing really well.
Such great news!

SPORTS DAY
Following the government announcement to delay
further lifting of restrictions, we will be unable to carry
out Sports Day in the way we had hoped. There will be no
whole school sports day this year. Instead, year group
bubbles will all take part in their own sports event during
the week commencing 12th July.
We are sorry we won’t be able to allow parents to spectate but we will share photos of the events.
Further details will be sent home nearer the time.
BBC RADIO 2 BIG BEE CHALLENGE
SAVE OUR BEES! Over this coming week, we will be launching the
Radio 2 ‘Big Bee Challenge’ with Years 1-4.
Radio 2 have launched the Big Bee Challenge as our bees are in
danger and need us all to help in any way, big or small.
In school, the children will be learning about bees and then designing their own bee friendly garden
which can be entered into the ‘Big Bee Challenge’ competition.
The winner’s design will be built by the Royal Horticultural Society at an NHS Trust site and will be
invited to open the garden at an outside broadcast of The Zoe Ball Breakfast Show on Radio 2 on 20th
August 2021.

Parents, we need your help!
As this competition closes in the summer holidays, the BBC need parent contact details and
permissions.
A letter providing further information has already been sent home via ParentMail – please read this
carefully. It also includes important information that you will need to follow, including the consent for
your child to take part in this competition.
Forms must be returned to school by Wednesday 30th June in order for us to make the submission
deadline via post. Good luck to all those children who take part!

YEAR 4 RESIDENTIAL VISIT – MARCH 2022
Parents are advised that the Year 4 residential visit is taking place on Wednesday 9th
– Friday 11th March 2022. More information will be sent home to current Year 3
parents next week.

TRANSFER DAY INFORMATION – FRIDAY 2 JULY
Children in EYFS to Year 3 will have an opportunity to meet their new teacher on Friday 2nd July when
they will also bring home a letter to confirm their new teacher.
Ferndown Middle School has also recently sent out a letter to parents of those Year 4 children due to
start at their school in September advising:

Important changes to plans for transfer day and new Intake Evening
“As a result of the Government's decision to extend the guidance in place that ensures the safe operation
of schools until 19th July 2021, we regret to inform you that we will not be able to proceed with planned
transfer day for children that was planned for Friday 2nd July.
This decision has been taken after careful review of guidance and discussion with school leaders across
Dorset. Whilst we understand that this change to arrangements will be disappointing, we must continue
to prioritise the safety of the children and families within our community at this time.
We remain fully committed to providing the best possible transition process for your child. We have
therefore made the decision to stagger our return to school in September 2021 to enable all new Year 5
children to join Ferndown Middle school for transfer day on Monday 6th September prior to other year
groups returning to school on Tuesday 7th September 2021.
In addition to this, we will be in contact with parents/ carers on the 30th June via a virtual platform, details
will follow shortly.”
We have also been advised that details of children’s tutor groups, the Headteacher’s virtual
presentation and tutor virtual presentations which are taking place on Wednesday 30th June were sent
out to those parents of Year 4 children yesterday.

STAFFING NEWS
We are pleased to be able to provide parents with the teaching staff allocation for September 2021,
as follows:
Year Group
EYFS

Teaching Staff

Phase Leader

Mrs Cload and Mrs Barnes
Miss Piddock

Year 1

Mr Hunt
Miss Biles
Miss Cully

Year 2

Mrs Errington and Mrs Smith
Mrs Lord and Mrs Wallace
Mrs Boswell

Year 3

Year Leader
Mrs Cload

Mrs Cload

Mr Hunt

Mrs Lord
Mrs
Errington

Mr West
Mrs Laverick
Miss Weguelin

Mrs Laverick
Mr West

Year 4

Mrs King
Mrs Marshall

Mrs King

Phase Leaders are responsible for the strategic leadership of their phase. Year Leaders take responsibility for the day
to day organisation of their year group.

Teaching Assistants
We are close to finalising our plan for Teaching Assistants. We will let you know more about which
year groups they will be supporting, as soon as possible.
We welcome Mrs Marshall, Mrs Boswell, Miss Cully and Miss Piddock who will be
joining the class teaching team from September, as mentioned in the staff
allocation grid above. I am sure you will welcome them to Ferndown First School.

Mrs Marshall

Mrs Boswell

Miss Cully

Miss Piddock

Regrettably, Mrs Penfold is leaving us at the end of this term to spend more
time with her family after nearly 13 years at our school. She has been a super
teacher - we will miss her very much and can’t thank her enough for her
commitment to our school and the children in EYFS.
We will also be saying goodbye to Miss James at the end of this term when her fixed term contract
comes to an end. We thank Miss James for the time she has spent at our school and wish her all the
very best for the future.
Wedding News!
We are pleased to be able to advise that we have two staff weddings due to
take place during the summer holidays!
Mr Hunt is looking forward to celebrating his wedding. Miss Lovegrove will also
be getting married and when we return to school in September, Miss Lovegrove will return to school
as Mrs Laverick.
I am sure you will join me in congratulating them and wishing them both all the very best of luck with
the preparations in the run up to their special days and for the future.
END OF TERM COLLECTION ARRANGEMENTS
On Friday 23rd July parents will again have opportunity to choose the time you collect your child from
school, ie an early afternoon slot between 1.15pm to 1.30pm or you can choose to collect at the end
of the day at normal time.
Arrangements for dismissing the children will be the same as usual. Please wait in your usual year
group waiting areas. Staff will send each year group of parents onto the playground in turn.
A link will be sent out to parents next week providing parents with a form to complete to confirm
which time you will collect your child.
If parents don't complete this form, we will expect you at the normal time for collection on
23rd July.
TEACHING ASSISTANT VACANCIES
Ferndown First School has various Teaching Assistant vacancies. More
information about these and how to apply can be found using the
following link:
https://jobs.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/school-support-staff-ferndown-firstschool-teaching-assistants-various-posts-ferndown-firstschool/35775.job

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC LESSONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2021 (Year 2 and Year 3 Only)
Parents of children in current Year 2 and 3 are asked to use the link below to
complete a questionnaire regarding planning for the provision of instrumental
music lessons in September. Thank you.
https://forms.gle/igEnyw1d3QWtZdn29

YEAR 4 – FINAL REMINDER - FIRST DAY AT SCHOOL PHOTOS WANTED!
We know it is hard to believe but your children will be leaving first school at the end of this
term!
To help us prepare for our Leavers' celebrations, please would you provide a digital
photograph of your child's first day at school.
Please send images to office@fernfirst.dorset.sch.uk. It would help us if you could rename the JPEG with
your child's initials. A landscape photo is preferred, if possible.
If you don't have a first day at school photo, don't worry. Any photo of your child when they were 4
turning 5 would be perfect! Thank you for your help.
Closing date for submission of photographs is Friday 9th July.

GENERAL REMINDERS
WATER BOTTLES
Parents are asked to ensure their child has a named water bottle in school at all times so
children can use and refill these throughout the day. Thank you.
SUN SAFETY AND PROTECTION
As the weather turns for the better, we need to ensure we keep safe whilst in the
sun. Although children are outside during their lunch hours, there is always shade
available to them if they want a break from the sunshine.
Parents are reminded of the importance of applying sun cream every day, before school, depending on
the forecast, and should also provide their child with a hat (named please) for when they are outside, ie for
PE lessons / playtimes. Thank you.
INSET DAY REMINDERS
As previously advised, the school will be closed to children on Friday 9th and Monday 12th
July for the remaining staff Inset days for this academic year.

Yours sincerely

Mrs J Di-Pede
Headteacher

FERNDOWN FIRST SCHOOL
TERM DATES & HOLIDAYS
SEPTEMBER 2021 - JULY 2022
AUTUMN TERM 2021

SPRING TERM 2022

SUMMER TERM 2022




Staff Training Day

Thursday 2 September

Staff Training Day

Friday 3 September

Children in years
1-4 return to school

Monday 6 September

All EYFS children
start school full time

Friday 17 September

Half Term

Monday 25 October – Friday 29 October

Term Ends

Friday 17 December

Christmas Holiday

Monday 20 December – Monday 3 January

Term Starts

Tuesday 4 January

Half Term Holiday

Monday 21 February – Friday 25 February

Term Ends

Friday 8 April

Easter Holiday

Monday 11 April – Friday 22 April

Term Starts

Monday 25 April

May Day Holiday

Monday 2 May

Half Term Holiday

Monday 30 May – Friday 3 June

Term Ends

Friday 22nd July

3 remaining Staff Training Days for 2021-22 to be advised.
1 day’s holiday in lieu of additional May Bank Holiday to be advised.

** Advertisements **
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Please note that more information will be sent out to parents regarding the
Summer Reading Challenge in due course.

Information from Museum of East
Dorset (MED)
FREE COMMUNITY Events at the Museum of East
Dorset
Please see the information about two free events
taking place in the next few weeks with our Artist In
Residence, Julie Herring (Artist & Printmaker)
Julie will be making an exhibition from the works
created by the community during her residency and all
who participate will receive a VIP invitation to the
exhibition.
For more information, go to:
https://museumofeastdorset.co.uk/events/

