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Dear Parents

KINGS PARK CARE HOME – OFFICIAL OPENING CEREMONY
Thank you to the children in Year 4 who represented our school at the
official opening of the new King’s Park Care Home.
The children joined in the toast as the new home was opened and were
treated to a goodie bag of gifts to thank them for attending.
Mrs Di-Pede, Mr Watts and Mrs Munday were proud of the children for the
way they behaved at a rather grown-up event. They were wonderful
ambassadors for our school.
More photos of the opening ceremony and the time capsule ceremony will be available soon.

HARVEST SERVICE – ST MARY’S CHURCH
On Wednesday 29th September, children will attend our first church service
since Christmas 2019 and meet the Children’s Pastor, Ryan Baldwin.
To support the children in remembering our expectations for walking
to church and behaviour in church, we are holding two shorter Harvest
services which will take approximately 15 minutes each.
Year 1 and 2 children will walk over to the church to take part in their service at 9.15am. Year 3 and 4
children will walk over for their service which begins at 9.40am. EYFS children will not be attending on this
occasion and will remain in school with the EYFS staff.
Children will be supported at all times by members of staff who will be supervising whilst walking them to
and from church and during the service. Those children who do not attend church will be supervised in
school by a member of staff. Please inform your child’s class teacher if you do not want them to take part
in this service.

We are sorry we can’t invite parents to attend or to help this time but we hope to plan a full
Christmas service in December when we may be able to invite parents to attend.

‘MEET THE TEACHER’ ONLINE
Each year group has sent a link via Tapestry that will give parents the opportunity
to join in an online meeting to meet their child’s teacher this coming week.
‘Meet the Teacher’ briefing times are:
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4

Wednesday 29th September at 5.30pm
Tuesday 28th September at 5.30pm
Monday 27th September (Mr West and Miss Weguelin – 5.30pm / Mrs Laverick – 6.00pm)
Thursday 30th September at 5.30pm

Please note that this is not a meeting to discuss an individual child’s progress – an opportunity will be
available for this during Parents’ Evening – please see ‘Date for your Diary’ below.

ONLINE PARENTS’ EVENING – DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Parents’ Evening will be taking place online on Wednesday 24th November 2021. More details will be
sent home to parents via ParentMail in due course. We will be planning a “Celebrate Learning” event in the
Spring for parents to come into school to see their children’s work.

PUPIL PREMIUM FUNDING
PUPIL PREMIUM FUNDING
Families with a low income are entitled to claim Pupil Premium Funding and for
every child eligible the school will receive £1,345 (April 2020). The additional
funding is then given to school to support your child’s learning and give them the
best possible start in education.
How does my child get their pupil premium grant?
The money is paid to the school and we decide how to spend the money to ensure the greatest impact for
your child. Even if your child is in Reception or Key Stage 1 and already gets a hot school meal it is still
important that you apply because of the extra benefits. It is your child’s entitlement, so please don’t waste
it!
How do I apply?
Apply online at https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/atschool/pupil-premium.aspx or phone 01305 221000 in complete confidence.
The registration process is quick and easy. You need your national insurance number to hand. You will find
out straight away if you are eligible. For more information on whether you could be eligible to apply please
use the following link: https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/atschool/free-school-meals.aspx

NEW RECEPTION 2022 – HAVE YOU APPLIED FOR YOUR CHILD’S PLACE?
Parents of those children born between 1.9.17 and 31.8.18 can now apply for their child’s school place for
September 2022. Please go to the link at www.dorsetforyou.com/school-admissions and follow the
instructions for applying online. 15th January 2022 is the closing date for starting school for the first time
application. Parents will receive a confirmed offer of their child’s place on 19th April 2022.

IS YOUR CHILD IN YEAR 4? APPLY FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL NOW
If your child is due to start or transfer to a Middle school in September 2022, you need to apply for a
school place through the local authority where you live.
For more information and to apply online, please go to www.dorsetforyou.com/school-admissions and
follow the instructions for applying online. Please note that the closing date for applications is 15th
January 2022. Parents will receive a confirmed offer of their child’s place on 19th April 2022.

OFFICE - TEMPORARY REDUCED STAFFING
We are experiencing staff shortages in our admin team which we anticipate will continue for several
months. This is having an impact on how we work and we would ask parents to be aware of this and help
us to help you.
At times during the week there is only one office colleague available to deal with all enquiries, calls, emails
and important school administration work. Whilst the team do their best to help, they are incredibly busy.
If we receive voicemail or emails late in the day, it’s possible we will not see them. If you know someone
else is collecting your child, please let us know in good time. Please be punctual to school to reduce
impact on the school office at the beginning and end of day.
One change we need to make is the day we issue our fortnightly newsletter. This will now be published
midweek for the foreseeable future.
The next Newsletter will be published week commencing 11th October.

TRAFFIC COMPLAINTS
We have received several complaints about dangerous parking in the school
vicinity and we share these concerns. We report our concerns to the police
and the Town Council. If you have similar concerns, please directly report
them to the Town Council who are in the best position to take action.
Parents can help reduce the problem by parking further away. We ask as
many parents as possible to walk from the leisure centre or Tesco, where there is sufficient parking.
Please be considerate. Please don’t double park in Mountbatten Drive and please don’t block access to the
village hall car park and private driveways. The school car park is limited to staff and authorised visitors
only.

TOYS IN SCHOOL
We ask parents to ensure their children do not bring toys or other valuables into
school, please. There is a risk they will be lost. Please remind your child to keep their
toys at home. Thank you.

WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL!
CHILDREN WITH NUT ALLERGIES
Parents are reminded that we are a nut free school because several children have severe
nut allergies. If your child brings a lunchbox to school, parents are asked to ensure that
their child does not bring in anything which may contain nuts. Thank you for your cooperation.

HEALTHY SNACKS IN SCHOOL
Parents are reminded that mid-morning and afternoon snacks are limited to the food
listed below. No other alternatives will be permitted. Thank you for your support.
•
•
•

Fresh fruit or a portion of vegetables
A portion of seeds/raisins/dried fruit
A plain biscuit (eg Rich Tea)

If your child needs their snack cut up, please do this at home and send in a small pot.
All healthy snacks should be placed in a named plastic container please. Please do not send in wrapped
snacks. We need to reduce the amount of packaging waste and litter in the school grounds.

PE KITS
Thank you to those parents who have continued to support their children wearing the correct PE kit to
school on their PE days. Please see the information about the required PE kit below:
•
•

Children are allowed to wear a plain navy or black sweatshirt, hoodie or tracksuit
on cold days and they may wear trainers to school.
Please do not send your child to school in any affiliated team kit or branded clothing

Reminder of PE / Games days:
Games
PE

Monday
Year 2
Year 3

Tuesday
Year 3
Year 2

Wednesday
EYFS
EYFS

Thursday
Year 4
Year 1

Friday
Year 1
Year 4

CYCLING TO SCHOOL / STORING BIKES
Since we introduced our one-way entry and exit system, we have asked parents to lock
bikes in the new racks at the rear of the waiting area. This has been working well and it is
our preferred place for bikes, although we realise there is no cover here.
We have had a request to allow bikes to be stored under cover as the weather starts to deteriorate and we
have given this some thought.
There is no ideal solution but we are willing to trial opening the main gate for 5 minutes only at 8.20am
for families who wish to store bikes undercover.
•
•
•
•

•
•

Please be ready and waiting at the main gate at 8.20am.
Access will be strictly limited for the purpose of locking up bikes.
Parents and children must leave the bike shed and join the Year Group queue in their waiting area.
Once we open the Youth Club gate at 8.25am, staff on duty will not allow any access for bikes.
If you are late, you must use the bike racks in the waiting area.
There is no change for scooters. Please join your Year Group queue as normal.

We will trial this from Monday 27th September but we must stress there is a 5 minute window only.
Long term, we are considering moving our bikes sheds to allow for easier access from the car park but this
will be expensive and will need careful planning.
Leaving bikes and scooters anywhere on our premises is entirely at owner’s own risk. The school takes no
responsibility for loss or damage that may occur.

START AND END OF DAY – We need your help please.
Parents have seen for themselves the difficulties we are having in the alleyway which runs from
Mountbatten Drive to Peter Grant Way. It’s very busy and quite narrow. Pedestrians and cyclists are not
keeping to their lanes and this is being made worse because some parents are waiting in the lane, adding
to the congestion by our gate. I’ve received complaints from members of the public who are concerned
an accident will happen if this continues. Please avoid causing this obstruction.
Parents are asked to ensure they always supervise their children whilst in the waiting areas in the morning.
The barriers that are in place are there for organisational purposes and to keep your
children safe. These are not play apparatus so please do not let your children play or
climb on these. Some have already been damaged.
Parents are asked to ensure their children do not play on the Music Room steps and rails
located at the side of the school building.

THANK YOU
Thank you for your continued understanding, co-operation and support. The school year has got off to a
great start. The children have impressed me with how quickly they have adjusted to school routines which
they haven’t experienced in the past 18 months.
Please make a note of your meet the teacher briefing time. We are hoping as many parents as possible
can join this online briefing. Teachers will share their curriculum plans for the year ahead and will be
explaining how you can support your child with their learning.
In accordance with our revised Covid-19 risk assessment, I will continue to report positive cases to parents
and let you know which year group is affected. We have just under 360 children in school and over 60
staff in total. Since our return to school in September we have been made aware of 4 positive cases in
three different year groups, to date.
NHS Track and Trace are responsible for identifying close contacts and may ask the school to support this,
however, parents may choose to increase lateral flow testing at home to help identify positive
asymptomatic cases. We would appreciate this extra layer of checks to support our efforts in school.
Any child with any Covid-19 symptoms should not attend school and should take a PCR test.
Yours sincerely

Mrs J Di-Pede

Headteacher

DTCA WRAPAROUND CARE- BOOK NOW!
Danny is delighted to confirm that it seems that the problems they have experienced with their
booking system have now been fixed.

