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Did you know…?
Being  Reading Role model to your child is one of the greatest 

things you can do today.

Your children walk like you, talk like you and absorb everything you do! Why not set them the brilliant example of being a 
reader. Surround yourself in books, magazines and newspapers, even recipe books and ‘How to…’ books. Draw attention to 
the things you read to show your child how reading connects us to the world. Show your children that reading isn’t a chore 

but that it is enjoyable, by cuddling up with your own favourite book for 5 minutes each day. 

The impact these things can have on your children is huge!



Reading Puppies

This month, children in EYFS have been busy reading to some very 
special friends…. our very own Ferndown First School Reading Puppies! 
Our puppies are very soft and cuddly and they even wear a t-shirt with 
our school logo on! The children named their puppy and promised to 

read to it as much as possible at home. The children have been sending 
us pictures of them reading at home with their puppies. 

What a great start to their reading journey they are making!



National Poetry Day

On 6th October, we were visited by the Book Fairy overnight, 
who left us a present and wished us a Happy National Poetry 

Day! Inside each beautifully wrapped present was a brand new 
poetry book for classroom book corners. He or she even left 

behind some of her magic reading dust!



Author Visit

On 11th October, we enjoyed a brilliant visit from local author 
Martin Coleman who led a whole school assembly, worked 
with KS2 classes on alliteration and read to EYFS and KS1 
classes. His books are available to purchase on Amazon.



Assembly Books

October is Black History Month. 
During assemblies, we listened 

to these inspirational true 
stories of these iconic black 

women.

Mary Walker learned to read 
at the age of 116!

We read this as part of 
Reduce, Reuse , Recycle week.

This book taught us about the 
power of democracy!

A book about the 
importance of 
individuality. Meet Grace Hopper: the 

woman who revolutionized 
computer coding. 

During whole school 
assemblies we have 

listened to and enjoyed 
these books.



Meet our Reading Leaders
This term, each class from Years 1-4 nominated 2 reading leaders. 
These children are responsible for a gathering the reading views of 
the class as well as supporting Mrs Errington, our reading leader, in 

making sure that reading is a top priority in school.



This term, EYFS have been reading…

We have enjoyed these books and many more during 
story times. We like finding new words in the books 
that we read and talking about what has happened. 

Personal, social and 
emotional development 
has been our main focus 
as we settled into school. 
These books supported 

our learning in this area.



This term, Year 1 have been reading…
We have used these beautiful books to help us with 
our writing. After reading them, we wrote our own 
stories based on the plot.

We enjoyed listening to these 
stories at story time!

We have started reading some exciting information books.



This term, Year 2 have been reading…
We used this beautiful
book to help us develop our 
writing skills. After reading it, 
we wrote our own stories 
based on the plot.

We have enjoyed these brilliant 
books in our story times. 

We held a year group vote to see 
which of these three stories was 
the most popular! Dr Xargle’s
Book of Earthlets was the 
winner! It is a very funny book!

We also enjoyed 
reading this book, 
also written by 
Naomi Howarth.



This term, Year 3 have been reading…

We have enjoyed reading Stone 
Age Boy in English. It gave us 

the inspiration to write our own 
Stone Age stories. 

In Whole Class Reading, we have 
been reading non-fiction texts. We 

have been learning to skim and 
scan to retrieve facts.  

Story time is our 
favourite time of 

the day! 

Here are some of 
the books we 

have enjoyed so 
far this year. 



This term, Year 4 have been reading…

We have been 
reading this novel as 
a whole class. We 
are completely 
hooked and can’t 
wait to read on.

We read this 
poem and then 
wrote poems of 
our own..

The author Martin 
Coleman visited and 
shared his books. It 
inspired us as writers.

The book fairy gave 
us these books on 
World Book Day.

We enjoyed 
this version of 
a traditional 
tale.



Our Book Recommendations
Fancy reading something new with your child? 
Why not try one of these brilliant books? 
We think you will enjoy them!

A great rhyming story about the brilliance of 
books! Perfect for EYFS and KS1.

We have lots of books from this series called ‘Little People, Big Dreams’ 
in our library. Interesting biographies about iconic men and women 
through history, written especially for children. We love them! This 

selection celebrate the lives of these inspirational black  and are perfect 
to read during Black History month which is October! 

There are many more in the series to explore.

A fantastic adventure, mystery 
story for eco- aware young readers. 

Age 8 years plus.

A beautifully illustrated book with 
a gentle message of mindfulness. 
An ideal bedtime story for Year 1 

and Year 2 children.

A book full of poems by Jamaican born 
author Valerie Bloom. Perfect for children 

aged between 7-9 years.



Online Resources to try….
• BookTrust have a YouTube channel. Not only can you watch and listen 

to stories but there are also author and illustrator interviews with tips 
for budding writers and artists. 
https://www.youtube.com/user/Booktrust/featured

• Storyline Online have over 50 stories to listen to. Which is your 
favourite? https://www.storylineonline.net/

• Lovereading4kids has lots of best seller lists and many books have an 
extract to read so children can decide if they think they will like the 
book before you commit to buy. https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk

https://www.youtube.com/user/Booktrust/featured
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/


Have a lovely half term break.

Happy Reading!


