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Dear Parents

PLEASE BE AWARE!
From time to time, we make you aware of incidents that relate to safeguarding of pupils.
Recently a staff member experienced a rather worrying event outside of school time in a
location local to us.
As the staff member drove down a local road, they were frightened to find a small child in the middle of
the road. They slowed down to see what they could do and when they had almost come to a stop, an
adult appeared and tried to break into the boot of their car.
When the police were called, it became clear that the situation had been set up expressly for the purpose
of breaking into the car.
Whilst the vast majority of our journeys are event free, we just wanted to alert people to this sort of event
taking place and urge you to be cautious about what you keep in your boot and perhaps consider locking
your car as you drive.

AUTHOR VISIT AND POETRY DAY
On Monday we were visited by local author, Martin Coleman! Martin has written a number of
children’s books including Wandering Wildebeest and The Greedy Crocodile. He led a whole
class assembly and told us all about his journey becoming an author. He shared some of his
very funny alliterative sentences from his new book Animaliteration.
During the morning, he worked with Year 3 and Year 4 classes, writing alliterative sentences and in the
afternoon he read to EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 classes. We loved welcoming him in to school and working
with him. Martin said he thoroughly enjoyed his day with us and told us how special it was for him, as he
was once a pupil at our school… many years ago!
We have also celebrated National Poetry Day. Each year learnt a poem and then
performed this, eg Yr 1 learned ‘Now I am Six’ and Year 4 performed ‘In Search of
Cinderella’.
Please take a look at our website under the ‘News’ section – there are items from each
year detailing the children’s celebrations – they are really good!

CLASS 3L – FOREST SCHOOL EXPERIENCE DAY
We have been offered a fantastic opportunity for Year 3 children to attend a
Forest School Experience Day where they will take part in various activities and
den building. As we are only able to take 30 children at a time, 3L will be going
first on Friday. The other Year 3 classes will go later in the year.
The children are looking forward to their trip and we would like to thank Mrs
Fowler, who is one of our Teaching Assistants, for providing the opportunity for
children to take part in this exciting visit.

GILES SCOTT MBE VISIT
It was so exciting to have an Olympic Gold medallist to visit us last week! We welcomed Giles Scott MBE
to our school where he announced our school Sports Ambassadors for 2021-22. Giles is a British
competitive sailor and four time Finn Gold Cup winner and two-time Olympic gold medallist! He is also a
member of the 2021 INEOS Team UK America’s Cup team.
We are very grateful to Giles for visiting our school to not only give out the presentations to the Sports
Ambassadors but also for spending time visiting the children in their classrooms to let them know about
his life as an Olympian!

STAFFING NEWS
We said goodbye to Mrs Thorpe recently who left to commence her new
appointment at a local school. Mrs Thorpe had been Finance Officer at Ferndown
First for nearly 8 years and we are extremely grateful to her for her hard work and
support during her time here with us. We all wish her the very best of luck for the
future in her new role.
Mrs Dudley also left us at the end of last week to start her maternity leave. I am sure you will join me in
wishing her and her family all the very best as she prepares for the imminent arrival of the new addition to
her family!
I am pleased to introduce our new School Office Manager and Finance Officer,
Mrs Wallis, who will take the lead on all school financial planning and reporting
and will also manage the small finance and front of house office admin team. Her
working days will be Monday, Wednesday and Thursday.
Finance and Office Admin Team




Mrs Brown Finance Assistant
Ms Langton Administration Officer
Mrs Wallis Office Manager and Finance Officer

In addition, Mrs Tranter continues in her role as PA to Headteacher.

YEAR 4 – MUSIC ACTIVITY
Ferndown Middle School has invited Year 4 to visit and participate in a music activity
run by their music coordinator, Mr Welcomme on Thursday 21st October. The children
will walk across with Mrs Charters and their class TA during their scheduled music
lesson. This will be a lovely opportunity for the children to visit the middle school ahead
of their transfer.

AVON TYRRELL ARRANGEMENTS
Thank you to those parents who joined Mr Watts at the online meeting yesterday where
he was able to provide details regarding the Year 4 residential trip to Avon Tyrrell which
is taking place next year.
Further information will be provided in a letter which will be sent home via ParentMail
this week.

2021 MUSIC MARK SCHOOL AWARD
Ferndown First School has been awarded the 2021-22 Music Mark in recognition of
a commitment to providing a high quality music education for all children and
young people.

MIDDAY SUPERVISOR AND TEACHING ASSISTANT VACANCIES
We currently have vacancies for Midday Supervisors and Teaching Assistants.
If you are interested in either of these positions, please email the school office for
further information and an application form. Thank you.

REMINDERS…..
THE SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHY COMPANY IN SCHOOL NEXT WEEK
The School Photography Company will be in school on Friday 22nd October when they will be taking
individual child photos.

PARENTS’ EVENING – DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Parents’ Evening will be taking place on Wednesday 24th November 2021. More
details will be sent home to parents via ParentMail in due course.

NEW RECEPTION 2022 – HAVE YOU APPLIED FOR YOUR CHILD’S PLACE?
Parents of those children born between 1.9.17 and 31.8.18 can now apply for their child’s school place for
September 2021. Please go to the link at www.dorsetforyou.com/school-admissions and follow the
instructions for applying online. 15th January 2022 is the closing date for starting school for the first time
application. Parents will not receive the confirmed offer of their child’s place until 19th April 2022.

IS YOUR CHILD DUE TO START MIDDLE SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2022? APPLY
FOR YOUR CHILD’S PLACE NOW
If your child is due to start or transfer to a Middle school in September 2022, you must apply for a school
place through the local authority where you live. For more information and to apply online, please go to
www.dorsetforyou.com/school-admissions and follow the instructions for applying online. Please note
that the closing date for applications is 15th January 2022. Parents will not receive the confirmed offer of
their child’s place until 19th April 2022.

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY - STAFF TRAINING DAY
Parents are advised that the school will be closed on Tuesday 4 January 2022 for staff training. There are
two remaining staff training days left for this academic year which parents will be advised of in due course.
Yours sincerely

Mrs J Di-Pede
Headteacher

DTCA will be hosting half term multi activity and football clubs at Poole High School and St Luke’s Church
of England School.
For more information and to book, please use the link below:
https://dannythomascoachingacademy.co.uk/book-activity/?mc_cid=f6eac13361&mc_eid=5749d4fd2d

We have some fantastic activities for children in the coming half term break.
Date: Tuesday 26th October
Time: 10.30am – 1.30pm
Price: £3 per child (age up to 12) pay on the day
Categories: Children’s crafts and spooky fun
Join us for a morning of Halloween fun in our museum garden. There will be creepy crafts, spell making in the
coven, spooky stories and a ghostly garden trail. Dressing up is encouraged and take your photo in the sinister
selfie corner if you dare!
Pay on the day. Entrance via the Museum Tea Room.
Some activities will be outside and we will be going ahead whatever the weather so please dress
accordingly. At busy times, crafts in the learning centre will be limited to a certain number so there may be a
short wait but there will be plenty of other activities to enjoy.
Museum entrance is not included
https://museumofeastdorset.co.uk/events/

Date: Saturday 30th October
Time: 6pm – 7.30pm
Price: £4 per person (children must be accompanied)
Categories: Family Friendly Halloween event
Dress up and bring your torch for a spooky time in the galleries.
Join us for this special event where the Museum will be open out of hours and in the dark. Find out about the
witches marks on the wall and why we have a mummified cat. Handle some real skulls and bones and join our
cook in the museum kitchen to decorate a Jack O’Lantern biscuit.
Be sure to dress up with friends and family in a ghoulish costume or scary animal and bring along a torch!
Adults make sure you bring a child along in case you get scared and need a hand to hold!
Suitable for ages 5+ Booking highly recommended
https://museumofeastdorset.co.uk/project/museum-by-torchlight/

