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Dear Parents
Welcome back! I hope you have all been able to enjoy the half term break.
I would like to thank parents for their ongoing cooperation and understanding at this time when we are,
unfortunately, hearing about a number of new cases of Covid in our local area. Please keep up to date
with the daily statement of new reported Covid cases sent via ParentMail.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION REMEMBRANCE 2021
Unfortunately, we are unable to take part in the short service of
Remembrance held at British Legion on Church Road.
Instead, some of our School Council will walk with staff to lay a wreath at the British Legion Memorial at a
quiet moment. A wreath is being made in school by children.
On Thursday 11th November, children will be involved in a brief class discussion about Remembrance Day
before observing a short period of silence.
If you would prefer your child is not involved in observing the silence, please ensure you have
advised your child's teacher no later than Tuesday 9th by emailing the school office.

CHILDREN IN NEED 2021 - FRIDAY 19TH NOVEMBER
The School Council is supporting Children in Need again this year. On Friday
19th November children should come to school in their school uniform (Year 4
PE Kit) but can wear one item of spotted clothing, e.g. spotted tights or socks or

a spotted hair band. As we are unable to take cash donations this year, we ask that parents make their

own donation to support this very worthwhile cause. Thank you.

NATIONAL ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 2021
Anti-Bullying Week is coordinated In England
and Wales by the Anti-Bullying Alliance and takes
place from 15 to 19 November 2021 and it has
the theme One Kind Word. The week will begin with Odd Socks Day which is
supported by CBBC and CBeebies star Andy Day and his band Andy and the
Odd Socks.
Kindness is more important today than it has ever been. The isolation of the last year has underlined how
little acts of consideration can break down barriers and brighten the lives of the people around us. This is

one of the reasons that ‘One Kind Word’ has been chosen as the theme of this year’s Anti-Bullying Week.
This year, children will be recognising National Anti-Bullying Week through assemblies and discussions in
classrooms. Our PSHE focus this half term is celebrating difference and diversity. Children will consider
treating each other with kindness and respect and think about ways to promote our school values of
CARE and RESPECT.

GUITAR & UKULELE TUITION
Dorset Music Service (DMS) is currently experiencing a shortage of guitar instructors at present. We have
recently been advised that, unfortunately, DMS will not be able to provide the face to face guitar or
ukulele tuition they offer after the end of this term. Dorset Music Service should be contacting parents
shortly to notify them of this news. All other tuition is unaffected.
Dorset Music Service will, however, be offering parents the options of online tuition (after school) for those
that may be interested, or advising them that they can contact alternative private providers (such as
Absolute Music), to see if they are able to offer tuition. If you have any queries regarding your child’s
tuition, please contact Dorset Music Service direct. Thank you.

YEAR 2 PHONIC SCREENING CHECK
The postponed Phonics Screening check for Year 2 children is due to take place the week beginning 22nd
November.
A separate PowerPoint has been prepared for parents with more information about the screening check
and how you can help. This has been sent to parents via Tapestry.

PARENTS’ EVENING – DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Parents’ Evening will be taking place on Wednesday 24th November 2021. These
will take place virtually using Microsoft Teams. More details will be sent home to
parents via ParentMail in due course.

NEW RECEPTION 2022 – HAVE YOU APPLIED FOR YOUR CHILD’S PLACE?
Parents of those children born between 1.9.17 and 31.8.18 can now apply for their child’s school place for
September 2021. Please go to the link at www.dorsetforyou.com/school-admissions and follow the
instructions for applying online. 15th January 2022 is the closing date for starting school for the first time
application. Parents will not receive the confirmed offer of their child’s place until 19th April 2022.

IS YOUR CHILD DUE TO START MIDDLE SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2022? APPLY
FOR YOUR CHILD’S PLACE NOW
If your child is due to start or transfer to a Middle school in September 2022, you must apply for a school
place through the local authority where you live. For more information and to apply online, please go to
www.dorsetforyou.com/school-admissions and follow the instructions for applying online. Please note
that the closing date for applications is 15th January 2022. Parents will not receive the confirmed offer of
their child’s place until 19th April 2022.

TEACHING ASSISTANT AND MIDDAY SUPERVISOR VACANCIES
We currently have vacancies for Teaching Assistants and Midday Supervisors.
Teaching Assistants
If you are interested in becoming part of our team, please email the school office for further information
and an application form or visit:
https://jobs.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/school-support-staff-ferndown-first-school-teaching-assistant-level-1or-level-2-available-depending-on-experience-ferndown-first-school/37363.job
Midday Supervisors
If you’re interested in becoming part of our Midday Supervisor team then please email the school office at
office@fernfirst.dorset.sch.uk, to express your interest and for more information.

DORSET COUNCIL – NEW WALKING/CYCLE ROUTE – RINGWOOD ROAD
Work has now begun on the first phase of work for new sustainable travel facilities
which will include a new cycle and walking route and bus improvements along
Ringwood Road, Ferndown, between Longham mini roundabouts and Tricketts
Cross roundabout.
The first phase of work being undertaken by Dorset Council between Longham mini roundabouts and
south of Church Road have now started and are due to be completed late April 2022. This is obviously
going to cause some delays with traffic at peak times so, if you use Ringwood Road, please allow for this
with your journeys to and from school.

DORSET COUNCIL - SCHOOL TRAVEL SURVEY
As part of Dorset Council’s aim of understanding the effect of Covid-19 on travel
habits/behaviours with regard to people’s journeys to school and colleges, it has
produced a quick survey for parents, carers and students (who travel
independently) regarding their journey to school and college.
This this online survey has been launched as an opportunity for parents, carers and students (who travel
independently) in Dorset to share their views and let Dorset Council know about any issues you may be
experiencing. Your responses will help the council’s transport team to build a better picture of school
travel across the county and will help them to look at what changes might be possible to improve
transport, congestion and the environment in your area.
If you would like to take part in the survey, please use the link below:
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/DorsetEducationTravelSurvey/
Please note that the survey closes on Friday 12th November 2021. Thank you.

REMINDERS…..
FLU IMMUNISATIONS
The School Nursing Service will be here on Tuesday 9th November to carry out the school-wide
immunisation programme, as previously advised to parents.
MICROPORE TAPE
If your child requires micropore tape to cover earrings during their PE lessons, please ensure you provide
them with their own tape. This should be kept in your child’s bag until they need it. Please ensure you
name the packet/container this is in. Thank you.

WATER BOTTLES
Although children have access to water to drink in school, it has been noticed that an increasing number
of children are coming into school without their own water bottle. Please, therefore, ensure your child is
provided with a named water bottle which they can fill up and use throughout the day.
COATS
As the weather is becoming colder, please ensure your child is provided with a named coat for outdoor play
each day. Thank you.
Yours sincerely

Mr Sean Watts
Deputy Headteacher

