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Celebrating Betsy

Today has been a very special day in school. The children looked lovely
dressed in blue. We held a special celebration assembly this morning to
celebrate Betsy. We sang her favourite song, ‘When it's a Sunny Day’ which
sounded beautiful. Mr and Mrs Badminton and Betsy's older sister, Evie-
Mae, joined us today. The children loved sharing their memories of Betsy
and spending time with Betsy’s family.

We were fortunate to have coaches from Revolution
Cheerleading Academy joining us today. They have worked with all children to teach
them a routine that Betsy loved. The children and staff had great fun learning the moves
and enjoying cheerleading. Betsy certainly would have been laughing and smiling at my
questionable moves!

In the classroom, children have been making special Betsy memory bracelets, pictures
and cards. Children have been designing a triangle each which we will collate into a
large string of bunting to display in school.

There are no words to describe how everyone is feeling at the moment. We all
miss Betsy terribly. She always lit up the room with her smile, kindness and
caring nature. Betsy was a fighter. She never gave up, refusing to let anything
stop her doing the things she loved. When she didnt want to be in a
wheelchair, she insisted on walking down to class each day. When she could
no longer write with her right hand, she learnt to write with her left hand. Her
bravery was an example to us all. Betsy came to school almost every day and
continued with her learning. It was where she wanted to be - with her friends
and teachers.

| cannot thank the school community enough for the care and concern that they have showed the
children and each other at this difficult time. | cannot thank Mr and Mrs Badminton enough for their
continued support to myself and helping make today so special. | would also like to thank the Year 2
team, especially Betsy's teacher, Miss Pentney for her kindness and care for Betsy, since September.

Betsy Anne Badminton will never be forgotten at Ferndown First School. Fly and “‘

be free, Betsy. We love you. ’.”
Mr Watts
Headteacher "’
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A Few Photos from today
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A Celebration of Betsy Badminton’s life

Betsy's celebration will be held at St
Mary's Church on Friday 21st
November 2025 at 11.30am.

| completely understand that many
families and children may want to
attend the celebration. Should
W”‘T“"‘ﬁ-n" L‘f %3 children be attending, please let the

school office know so we can

Betsy Anne authorise the absence.
f’ Badminton Please follow the link below for more

details about the celebration

21" February 2019 - 5" November 2025

https://betsybaminto.muchloved.com/

A Big Thank you

Thank you to all governors, staff, parents and friends of the school that have
supported us in the last week - your kindness and generosity have been much
appreciated. You may have seen online that a local baker, Louise’s Kitchen, shared a
competition in which people could vote for local schools, and the winner would
receive delicious cakes and bakes.

We were the lucky school that won and after such a difficult week,
this was a lovely surprise that the staff very much welcomed.

We were also very grateful to receive some lovely cupcakes from Mrs
Ellement, who is a friend of the school and a member of the PFA

A (and, evidently, a fabulous baker!)

Thank you for parents that have made donations to the school. So far, we have had over £1196.40. we
are keeping the collection until 24th November. Proceeds will be split between the charity ‘Abby’s
Heroes' and a fund to purchase a commemorative friendship bench for the playground in Betsy's
memory. More information about Abby’s Heroes can be found by following the link
https://abbysheroes.org/

Mr & Mrs Badminton have suggested this charity as they have offered great
support to the family. Betsy's elder sister, Evie-Mae, had suggested a friendship
bench a few years ago when she was one of our School Councillors.

Heroes

We will keep you informed how we progress with this.

Tel: 01202 873747

COMMUNITY ASPIRATION _ EXCELLENCE www.fernfirst.dorset.sch.uk



https://betsybadminton.muchloved.com/
https://abbysheroes.org/

