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Dear Parents, 

Today, a wonderful celebration of Betsy’s life took place at St Mary’s Church. The service was deeply 

moving and incredibly well attended, with our community coming together to share memories and 

offer support. Despite their unimaginable loss, Betsy’s family has shown 

incredible strength and grace. Mr and Mrs Badminton and Betsy’s sister, 

Evie, spoke beautifully about their daughter and sister, Betsy.  

Betsy’s spirit will continue to shine brightly in the hearts of all who knew 

her, reminding us of the strength and love that kept her fighting. 

We are proud to announce that we have raised £1587 through 

donations, with the collection remaining open until Monday 24th 

November. The funds will be split between the charity Abby’s Heroes 

and a fund to purchase a friendship bench to ensure Betsy’s continues to 

be remembered fondly at Ferndown First School  

We have all been reminded how important our family and friends are.  

Have good weekend 

 

 
 
Mr Watts  
Headteacher 
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Whole School Attendance: 95.52%     National: 95.8%        Whole School target 97% 

Miss school, miss out  

There are 175 non-school days per year for holidays, shopping and appointments. There is no need, 

except in extreme circumstances, to miss a day’s education. If you were to miss one session every week 

in the school academic year (remember, there are two sessions per day) then your attendance would 

drop to 90%. This means you would have missed 19 days overall of education in a year and risk not 

being ready for the next stage of education (Please see chart below).  

It is vital we work together to teach our 

pupils the value of attending school 

every day. However, we do appreciate 

that at times, pupils may not be able to 

attend school due to illness. 

Should you have a concern about your 

child’s attendance, we ask that you 

contact us to discuss this. 

  

After School Club 
 
We are pleased that we can offer additional spaces on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays for this 
half term. This expansion will be run as a trial until Christmas. If the additional spaces are well-utilised, 
we hope to increase our capacity on a more permanent basis going forward.  
 
If you would like to book your child into the After School Club on any of these days, please email the 
school office with: 

• The dates you require 

• Whether you would like 5pm or 6pm collection time 

• Your preferred method of payment (childcare voucher or invoice via ParentMail) 
 

Year 4 Wizard of Oz 

Year 4 have been working hard at 
rehearsals this week.  
It’s fantastic to see the show come 
together and the children’s 
determination. The set and the 
costumes are looking great! We are 
looking forward to the big show next 
week! 
 
  

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

Castleman Academy Trust.   Registration No:  9101036.   Registered Address:  Tudor Road, Broadstone, Dorset   BH18 8AA.  Registered in England and Wales 

Tel:  01202 873747 

www.fernfirst.dorset.sch.uk COMMUNITY ASPIRATION RESPECT EXCELLENCE 

 
 

Year 3 trip to The Museum of East Dorset 

In Year 3, we enjoyed a trip to the Museum of East Dorset. The children loved 
taking part in a hands-on, realistic archaeological dig. They went down 
through the layers and unearthed interesting artefacts. The children made 
deductions about what their finds tell us about the past. 

 
The children also loved listening to the story of the ‘Stone 
Age Boy’ by Satoshi Kitamura. From the book, they learnt 
about everyday life in the Stone Age, how they made clothes and weapons, what 
they ate, and how they decorated caves. The children then experimented with oil 
pastels and charcoal to design and create their very own Stone Age cave drawing to 
take home. 
 
The children enjoyed creating their own Stone Age 
necklace and were interested to learn that jewellery was 

used for status and identity. It was an excellent day, and the children 
represented the school brilliantly. 
 

School Closure in Adverse Weather 

In the event of adverse weather that means we cannot open school, parents will receive a ParentMail 
message as early as possible. If you would like to check online the website for this is dorsetforyou.com. 
 
If we are able to open school but conditions are unsafe to walk around the usual one-way route, drop 
off will be through the Main Office, Staff Entrance and Quiet Entrance. Parents will be directed to the 
relevant entrance and be asked to keep to gritted paths. A ParentMail will be sent out to advise of this 
as early as possible. 
 

Upcoming PFA Events & Dates for your Diary 
 
In addition to the Bedtime Story - details of which have been sent out this week - the PFA have some 
great events lined up between now and Christmas! 
 
Christmas Hamper Raffle 
Thanks to your generous donations at the end of last half term, 
we are delighted to have lots of lovely hampers up for grabs. 
We also have some individual raffle prizes on offer such as 
family swim passes, Snowtrax tickets, Aviation Museum passes 
and more! 
Children will be bringing home two books of raffle tickets (each 
book contains five raffle tickets at £1 each). If you would like to 
purchase these then please ensure the stubs are completed 
and returned to the main school office with the correct money 
in a sealed envelope, marked with your child’s name, class and 
‘RAFFLE’ by 3pm on Monday 15th December. Prizes will be 
drawn on Tuesday 16th and winners contacted by the office. 
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Christmas colouring competition 
Along with the 2 books of raffle tickets, each child will be given a printed template of a Christmas 
jumper to take home and colour / design. 
Entries will need to be returned to the school office by Wednesday 10th December. 
A small prize will be given to each winner on Friday 12th December during our celebration assembly. 

 
Pre-Loved Christmas Jumper Sale  

Anyone who wishes to donate outgrown Christmas jumpers/clothing can bring these 
to the school office between 24th November and Wednesday 3rd December. The PFA 
will be holding a pre-loved Christmas jumper sale on Friday 5th December to enable 
you to bag a bargain in time for Christmas Jumper Day on the 12th December! 

 
 

 
Christmas Card Orders 
Thank you to all parents who supported our school and the PFA by 
purchasing Christmas cards, fridge magnets, mugs, candles and lots 
more. Orders have been sent home with your children. 
Your orders raised £195 for school funds – thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 

KEY DATES AUTUMN TERM 2025 

Thursday 27th November Yr 4 Wizard of Oz Performance at The Barrington Theatre 1.30PM  
Wednesday 3rd & Thursday 4th December Yr 1 visit to Museum of East Dorset 

Thursday 4th December PFA Bedtime Story Event 
Monday 8th December EYFS Nativity 

Tuesday 9th December  EYFS Nativity 

Wednesday 10th December Choir on Tour 

Friday 12th December Christmas Jumper Day  
Flu vaccinations 

Wednesday 17th December Christmas Services at St Mary’s Church 

Thursday 18th December Christmas Lunch 
Choir on Tour 

Friday 19th December Christmas surprise! 
Last day of term, early collection available (ParentMail form to 
follow) 

  
More details on all these events, and more, will be sent to parents in due course.  
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CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

LUNCHTIMES 

  Book Club Yrs 3 & 4 
12.45 Library 
Mrs Errington 

 Chess Club Yrs 2-4 
12.45pm Hall 
Mr Watts 

    Choir Yrs 3 & 4 

12.45pm  
Music Room 
Mrs Charters 

AFTER SCHOOL 

Ferndown First School After School Club. All Years. 3.05pm – 6pm 

Live4Tennis 
Yrs 3 – 4 
3.05pm – 4.05pm  
(External) 

Karate  
Yrs 2, 3 & 4 
3.05pm – 4.15pm 
(External) 

 Art Bee 
Yrs 1 – 4 
3.05pm – 4.05pm 
(External) 

 

   High 5 Gymnastics 
Years 1 – 4 
Yrs 1 & 2:  3.15 – 4.15pm 
Yrs 3 & 4:  4.15 – 5.15pm 
(External) 

 

 
ParentMail notifications have been sent out for the externally provided clubs such as tennis, musical instruments, 
karate, art and gymnastics. We are also looking forward to Mr Higgins’ Football club starting after the Christmas 
Holidays. 
  
Details of Spring term clubs will be sent out via ParentMail over the coming weeks – please keep an eye out! 
 

(Please note: the clubs above are permanent fixtures. All half-termly or ad-hoc club details will be sent when 

relevant.) 
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COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD  

 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


